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O V E R L A N D  F R E I  G B T I N G  
I N  T H E  
P L A T T E  V A L L E Y  1 8 5 0 - 1 8 7 0  
OVERLAND FRE1C;HTING I N  THE PUTTE VALLEY 
1850 - 1870 
CHAPTER I 
The Route - When and Where 
11 
...the va l ley  of t h e  Platte,. . . that route f i r s t  made by the  buf- 
fa lo ,  then appropriated by t h e  Indians and the  f u r  traders. .  .",' f ixed 
and gave def in i te  form t q  t h e  t r a i l s  and highways of a great  overland 
commerce. 
These va l l ey  t r a i l s ,  cut deep by t he  heavy wagon wheels, were 
naned by t he  Indians the  "Great Kedicine Road of t he  Whitean.2 
The P l a t t e  River routes had t h e i r  beginning f o r  white usage i n  1813 
when a few returning Astorians with one horse found t h e i r  way down t he  
val ley t o  the  Missouri River. They lef't no markers nor t rack  deep 
enough " to  be f ol lmed";  they only showed t h e  way. To Milton Sublette 
belongs t h e  honor of f i rst  having used commercial wagons on what has been 
l a t e r  e n t i t l e d  t h e  "Oregon  rail". He began t he  journey near t he  mouth 
of the  Kansas River, followed up the  L i t t l e  Blue t o  t he  P la t t e ,  and 
thence up the  south side of t he  P l a t t e  and North P l a t t e  t o  t he  Wind River 
Mountains i n  Wyoming. This was i n  1830. He returned t he  same year t o  St .  
Louis with t en  lffagon loads of f u r s e3  South Pass, a t  t h e  head of t h e  Sweet- 
water River, a t r i b u t a r y  t o  the  North P la t t e ,  was discovered i n  1823 by a 
Darty under General Wi l l i am R. Ashley of the W k y  lbuntain Rx company. Dur- 
NOTE: Thie t h e s i s  does not include any account of t he  f re igh t ing  oar r ied  
on by the  Mormons. 
1 Constance L. Skinner, Adventurers of Oregon ( ~ e w  Haven, 1921), p. 246. 
2 Ibid. - 
3 m i o n  Erwin Sheldon, Nebraska the  Land and t h e  People (chicago, 1931), 
----
I, 212. 
4 Frederic I,. Paxson Histo of the  b r i o a n  Front ier  1763-1893 
(Cambridge, 1924). * p d 3 6 ; h e -  
ing  t h e  e a r l y  t h i r t i e s  Captain Senjamin L. E. Bomeville,  W i l l i a m  'Nalker, 
T a l l  J. Kel ley ,  and I\rathaniel J. iVyeth s ~ ~ c c e s s i v e l y  accomplished overland 
journeys on t h e  Oregon T r a i l  t o  t h e  South pass/of t h e  Rocky Mountains, 5 
The h i s t o r y  of t h e  t r a i l s  may Se d iv ided  convenient ly i n t o  four  
~ e r i o d s :  (1)  The pe r iod  of f i nd ing  t h e  way and breaking t h e  t r a i l  from 
t h e  r e t u r n  of t h e  Astor ians  i n  1813 t o  t h e  Wyeth wagons i n  1832; ( 2 )  t h e  
per iod  of t h e  e a r l y  Oregon Migration f r m  1832 t o  t h e  discovery of gold 
i n  C a l i f o r n i a  i n  1849; ( 3 )  t h e  per iod  of t h e  gold rush,  1849-1860; (4) 
t h e  per iod  of d e c l i n e ,  1860-1869. 6  
It must be understood always t h a t  t h e  term "Oregon T r a i l "  a p p l i e s  
only t o  t h e  r o u t e  which began a t  Independence, on t h e  Missouri River ,  
and followed a c r o s s  t h e  no r theas t  corner  of Kansas, con tac t ing  t h e  P l a t t e  
a  sho r t  d i s t a n c e  e a s t  of o l d  Fort  Kearny. From here  it followed on t h e  
south s i a s  of t h e  P l a t t e  and North P l a t t e ,  no t  c ros s ing  t h e  l a t t e r  un- 
til we l l  toward t h e  mouth of t h e  Sweetwater. The Mormon T r a i l  or  t h e  
Ca l i fo rn i a  T r a i l  follovred t h e  no r th  s i d e  of t h e  P l a t t e  find North P l a t t e  
u n t i l  it reached a  good d i s t ance  i n  Wyoming. h4uch of t h e  Ca l i fo rn i a  
migra t ion  of t h e  rush  days1' went over t h i s  route.'l A desc r ip t ion ,  
somewhat i n  d e t a i l ,  i s  g iven  p r e s e n t l y  of t h e  Oregon T r a i l  nnd of i t s  
f eede r s ;  f o r  i t  was mainly by t h i s  famous route  t h a t  t h e  bus iness  of 
overland f r e i g h t i n g  was conducted. 
The a c t i v e  per iod  of this t r a d e  overland covered t h e  yea r s  from 
t h e  l a t e r  f ' i f t i e s  t o  t h e  l a t e  s i x t i e s .  8  
5 Archer B .  FIulbert, The pa ths  of In land  Commerce (~ew Saven, 1921),  
PP.  188-139;  axs son? 3 . 7 3 3 2 - 3 3 .  
6 Dale P. Stough, H i s to ry  - 7 7  of amil ton and Clay Counties Nebraska. 
Edi ted by ~ e o r ~ S n r 8 n d  0 .  0. B3.-5cago, 19-71-72. 
Sheldon, op. c i t . ,  I ,  214. 
8 Frank A. Root, and viilliam Elsey Connelley, The Overland Stage t o  
--
Cal i fo rn i a  ( ~ o ~ e k a ,  1 9 0 1 ) ~  p .  314. 
-
The map was o r i g i n a t e d  and prepared by the 
a u t h o r  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s .  Acknowledgment i s  made 
t o  Rand McFJally and Company, Chicago, f o r  t h e  
state o u t l i n e s .  Tlie d r a u g h t i n g  and t h e  making 
of  t h e  b l u e - p r i n t  was by c o u r t e s y  of Air. A. F,. 
F u l l e r ,  Lincoln,  Nebraska. 

Nebraska Ci ty ,  Omaha, S t .  Joseph, Atchison, For t  Leavenworth and a 
few o ther  p l a c e s  beoame t h e  g r e a t  e a s t e r n  depots  from which t h e  con- 
s t a n t l y  o u t f i t t i n g  f r e i g h t  t r a i n s  began t h e i r  journeys ac ros s  t h e  
p r a i r i e s .  But r ega rd l e s s  from which po in t  they  may have l e f i  t h e  ILissouri 
River t h e y  n e a r l y  a l l  would meet a t  some junc t ion  i n  t h e  v a l l e y  of t h e  
P l a t t e .  9 
F r e i g h t e r s  leav ing  from p o i n t s  i n  Kansas and t r a v e l i n g  t h e  no r the rn  
rou te  c rossed  t h e  Big Blue a t  Marysvi l le ,  Oketo, and o the r  po in t s .  Close 
t o  where Marysvi l le  i s  now loca t ed  a fair  ford ing  p l ace  f a c i l i t a t e d . t b e  
c ross ing .  Here were seen  on t h e  r i v e r  bottom l a r g e  cottonwood t r e e s ,  
some t h r e e  f e e t  o r  more i n  diameter. 10 
The rou te  from t h e  Big Blue t o  t h e  L i t t l e  Blue l e d  a c r o s s  a r o l l -  
i n g  divide.'' The L i t t l e  Blue was "a stream r a t h e r  t h a n  a r i v e r "  and 
oftentiroes cons iderably  ~ o l , . e n ,  bu t  when i t s  banks were fill of  water  
Has l e s s  -holesome t h a n  usua l  f o r  drinking.'' The t r a i l  now folluwed 
t h e  course of t h e  L i t t l e  Blue a long d i s t ance  having "entered Nebraska 
nea r  t h e  p o i n t  where Gage and Jef fe rson  coun t i e s  meet on t h e  Nebraska- 
Kansas l i n e .  ,113 
A t  t h e  c r o s s i n g  of t h e  Big Sandy Creek a hewn log  stockade had been 
b u i l t .  Some t r a d i n g  was c a r r i e d  on he re  w i t h  t h e  t r a v e l l e r s  and f r i e n d l y  
Indians.  I n  t h e  yea r  1856 a p r a i r i e  f i r e  had v i s i t e d  t h e  d i s t r i c t  above 
9 Ib id . ,  307; Louis Pe l ee r ,  " T r a i l s  of t h e  Trans-Mississippi C a t t l e  
=t iers1 '  i n  James F. Wil lard ,  and Colin B. Goodykoontz, The Trans- 
M i s s i s s i  i West (Boulder, 1 9 3 0 ) ~  p. 139; E. Douglas %ranch,-rd, d-he American F ron t i e r  (NW York, 1 9 3 0 ) ~  p. 519. 
10 G e o r ' g e P . ~ a ~ i n ,  "Bull-.srrhacking Days," i n  Proceedin s and Co l l ec t ions  
of t h e  Nebraska S t a t e  ~ i s t o r i d a l  Soc ie t  ( L d 2 ~ s e c o n  
, V. 226; b . S y d e n h m d g h t i n g  Across t h e  P l a i n t  i n  
1856. A Personal  q e r i e n c e , "  in Proceeding8 and Co l l ec t ions  of t h e  
--
Nebraska S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  X ~ i n c o l n ,  l 8 z 9 3 ) ,  Second Se r i e s .  
3 ,  167. 
11 J. V. (wa t t )  ~ i b s m ,  Recol lec t ions  of a Pioneer  (SC. Joseph, KO., 
-- 
1912),  p. 19. 
12 William Chandless, A V i s i t  t o  S a l t  Lake; Being a Journey Across t h e  
- -  -
P l a i n s  and a Residence i n  t h e  Mormon Set t lement  a t  Utah  ondo don, 1857), 
--- -- -- 
Po 61. 
1 3  Sheldon. op. c i t . ,  I ,  212. 
the  Big Sandy crossing and had l e f t  "a most desolate looking region. On 
a11 s ides  was a perfect  blackness a s  f a r  a s  ' the eye could see, t he  only 
r e l i e f  being t he  blue sky above and here and t he r e  some p a r t l y  burnt 
14 
white bones of some buffalo or other animal". 
A general stopping place fo r  f r e igh t e r s  was a t  Meridian on t he  L i t t l e  
Blue. It was s i tua ted  s m e  two miies from t h e  present t o m  of' Alexandria 
i n  Thayer County. F r m  here t h e  t r a i l  consisted of several  pa r a l l e l  
t r acks  "making a road from four t o  t e n  rods widet'. For miles it could be 
seen minding along t h e  L i t t l e  Blue. Nearly south of present Hastings was 
a s t a t i on  ca l led  King' 8 Ranch, now Spring Ranch, i n  Clay bounty There 
were no other stopping places or ranches between King's Ranch and Fort 
Kearney15 unless Dogtuwn, t en  'miles ea s t  of the  f o r t  on the  big road, 
should be mentioned, 16 
Between t h e  L i t t l e  Blue and t h e  P l a t t e  a divide was crossed. This 
was "a high p r a i r i e ,  t ha t  seemed t o  be almost perfectly f la t" .  17 
Fort Kearny was located on a Reservation by t he  same name. Eere 
no sett lements were allowed. A t  t he  f o r t  were s ta t ioned troops, caval- 
r y  and a r t i l l e r y  fo r  t he  protect ion of t h e  great  f r e igh t e r s1  t r a i n s ,  
Protect ion from the  hos t i l e  Indians who roamed t h e  great  p r a i r i e s  and 
subsisted upon the  hmdreds of thousands of buffalo which grazed i n  t he  
vas t  sandy country of t h e  ~ 1 a t t s . l ~  Chandless describes these  great  
buffalo herds a s  "many hundreds, perhaps thousands, together,  blacken- 
14 Sydenham, op. c i t . ,  167-168. 
15 A. J. Croft, "Prom Meridian t o  Fort ~ e a r n e y , "  i n  Proceedin s  and 
Collections of t h e  Nebraska - State  Bis to r ica l  Soc i&h~902) ,  
Second ~ e r i e c  r 2 9 4 - 2 9 5 .  
16 Marvin, op. c i t . ,  226. 
17 Gibson, ., 19, 
18 Joe l  H u l ~ ~ r i e f  H i s t c r  y  of t he  Settlement of Kearney County and 
Southwestern Nebraska, I' i n  Transactions and Reports of t he  Nebraska 
S t a t e  His to r ica l  Society ( ~ i n c o l n ,  1 8 9 3 ) , , m ~ r S t e w a r t  
White, The Forty-Niners ( ~ e w  Haven, 1918), p. 22. 
i n g  t h e  ground l i k e  a grove of cedar  trees... (1 19 
Kearney C i t y  loca t ed  on t h e  g r e a t  n a t i o n a l  ox team thoroughfare 
played a p a r t  dur ing  t h e  overland f r e i g h t i n g  days. For m y  y e a r s  it 
was t h e  most important  town between t h e  Missouri River and San Francisco. 
The d a t e  of i t s  founding a n t e d a t e s  e i t h e r  Omaha o r  Denver and i s  about 
coeval  w i t h  t h e  founding of Nebraska City.  A t  t h e  culminat ing po in t  of 
P r o s p e r i t y  Keamey C i t y  "was w e l l  suppl ied  wi th  sa loons ,  dance houses,  
gambling p a r l o r s  and boarding ranches, No smll number of d i f f i c u l t i e s  
were a d j u s t e d  with powder and l e a d  i n  t h e  c i t y  and i t s  suburbs i n s t e a d  
of by t h e  more t e d i o u s  fo rma l i ty  of t h e  doubt fu l  law of t h e  t e r r i t o r y ,  
pleaded and executed by t h e  nore  doubtful lawyers and c o u r t s  then  and 
n 20 t h e r e  l o c a t e d  . 
West of Fo r t  Kearny, some two o r  t h r e e  days by f r e i g h t  wagon, was 
loca t ed  Plum Between t h e  above mentioned f o r t  and South Cross- 
i ng ,  which w i l l  be descr ibed  s h o r t l y ,  t h e  P l a t t e  valb y has  a n  average 
width of some s i x  o r  e i g h t  miles.  Except f o r  a few p laces  t h e  r i v e r  
d iv ides  t h i s  w l l e y  about  evenly, and dur ing  t h e  per iod  of t h i s  s tudy 
it had a width of n e a r l y  a mile ,  The v a l l e y  i t s e l f  was c losed  in n o r t h  
and south by b lu f f s  t w o  hundred t o  t h r e e  hundred f e e t  high. 
2 2 
The next  point/of i n t e r e s t  was For t  McPherson i n  Lincoln County, I t  
was a l a r g e  pos t  and was b u i l t  mainly of cedar logs.  There were bui ld-  
i n g s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  acc-odate t e n  or  more companies of i n f a n t r y  and 
cava l ry .  T ra ins  were h a l t e d  often here  f o r  i n spec t ion  as t o  t h e . p r o p e r  
equipment of arms and a s u f f i c i e n t  supply of annunit ion.  Or perhaps 
t r a i n s  were u n i t e d  t o  a f ford  b e t t e r  p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  Indians.  2 3 
19 Chandless, o o i t . ,  65. 
-*6'7-268. 20 Hul l ,  op. 01 , 
21 Sydenham, 0 .  c i t e ,  171. 
22 Chandless, c l t .  64. 
23 John I 3 r a t t . h '  of Yesterday (Lincoln. 1921) P-  60. 
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O'Fal lon ' s  Bluff,  a l s o  i n  Lincoln County and west of t h e  junc t ion  of 
t h e  North and South P l a t t e  r i v e r s ,  w a s  a po in t  f e a r e d  by t h e  f r e i g h t e r s .  2 4 
1i was a p l ace  feared ,  no doubt, because of t h e  almost i m p o s s i b i l i t y  t o  
c o r r a l  t h e  wagons a g a i n s t  a n  Indian  a t t a c k .  The b l u f f s  here  came c l o s e  
UP t o  t h e  bank of t h e  r i v e r ,  so c l o s e ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h a t  t h e  road had t o  c r o s s  
25 
over t h e  b l u f f s  i n s t e a d  of fol lowing t h e  r i v e r .  M r .  Yomg, i n  a sen- 
t e n c e ,  g ives  a word p i c t u r e  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  
"The t r a i l  over t h e  b l u f f s  Pias of sand, and t h o s e  heav i ly  
ladened,  whi te  covered p r a i r i e  schooners would o f t e n  s ink  t o  
t h e  hubs,  r e q u i r i n g  from f i f t y  t o  seventy-f ive yoke of oxen t o  
hau l  them a c r o s s ,  of ten being compelled t o  double t h e  leading  
yoke a s  far bsck as t h e  wheelers ,  then doubling aga in ,  would 
s t a r t  them on a t r o t ,  and ::rith a l l  i n  l i n e  and p u l l i n  t o g e t h e r ,  
would l and  t h e  deeply sunken wheels on s o l i d  ground. 11 56 
One e n t i r e  day might be used t o  c r o s s  t h e  b l u f f ,  when t h e  
&Tooth, hard  road of t h e  r i v e r  would be reached again. Fiere, however, a 
stream c a l l e d  A l k a l i  Creek was reached whose wa te r s  t o  man and beas t  were 
poi  sonous. 27 
There was another  s topping p l ace  before ford ing  t h e  South P l a t t e i  
t h i s  was on t h e  e a s t  of Fo r t  Sedgwiclr bu t  c l o s e  t o  t h e  f o r t .  Severa l  
cmnpanies of s o l d i e r s ,  i n f a n t r y  and cava l ry  were gar r i soned  a t  Fort  
Sed,&ck during t h e  middle s i x t i e s .  28 
+ 
Before desc r ib ing  t h e  c ros s ing  of t h e  South P l a t t e  and cont inuing  
t h e  s t o r y  of' t h e  r o u t e  up t h e  Worth P l a t t e  t o  South Pass ,  it i s  b e s t  t o  
d i g r e s s  and fo l low b r i e f l y  t h e  t r a i l  i n t o  Denver on Cherry Creek. 
Char les  E. Young, Dan e r s  of t h e  T r a i l  i n  1865 A Nar ra t ive  
Event s (Geneva, N .*~~,=~-5%=55~ - - 
-am, op. c i t . ,  171-172. 
Young , op . c i t  ., 54-55. 
Ib id .  
of Actual 
-- -
28 m t ,  op. cit.. 63. 
The f r e i g h t e r s  f o r  Cherry Creek s tayed  n a i n l y  on t h e  south s i d e  of 
t h e  South P l a t t e  and reached, s h o r t l y  a f t e r  leav ing  Nebraska, a  p l ace  
c a l l e d  Julesburg.  
One w r i t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  Ju lesburg  a s  t h e  ' 'portable 'dell  of t h e  ~ l a i n e " ,  
and added t h a t  h i s  "f iner  f e e l i n g s  cannot ,  if words could, a t tempt  a  des- 
cr ipt ion".Z9 This  " toughest  tm i n  t h e  Viest", however, was t h e  most h- 
p o r t a n t  d i v i s i o n  p o i n t  f o r  one of t h e  l a r g e s t  overland f r e i g h t i n g  organi- 
z a t i o n s  of t h e  period.  30 
A s  s t a t e d  above, t h e  g r e a t e r  p o r t i o n  of t h e  f r e i g h t - t r a i n s  on t h i s  
rou te  followed a long  t h e  south bank of t h e  South P l a t t e ,  and cont inued 
a long  t h i s  vrater course  t o  t h e  mouth of Cherry Creek. 31  
" . . .~enve r  was o r i g i n a l l y  c a l l e d  Auraria  and was locoted  on t h e  west 
bank o@herry Creek." It was t h e  "mecca" f o r  many western f r e i g h t e r s  
and served t h e  western t e r r i t o r i e s  ' a s  a  d i s t r i b u t i n g  po in t*  32 
A t  b e s t  t h e  road t o  Denver w a s  a l o n e l y  t r a i l .  In 1863 t h e r e  were 
b u t  four  ~ o s t  o f f i ce s  on t h e  P l a t t e  between Valley C i t y  and Denver, a  
33 d i s t a n c e  of more than  fou r  hundred mi l e s*  
The progres s  a t  t h e  South P l a t t e  Crossing was n a t u r a l l y  slm, Sut  
t h e  and perseverance wovld The r i v e r  was broad. M r -  B r a t t  s t a t e s  
it mas a h a l f  m i l e  wide at  t h a t  po in t ,  and when bank f u l l  t h e  water  was 
d i r ty - r edd i sh  i n  co lor .  35 
29 Young, o  c i t . ,  147. 
30  Robert *R~eiel,  America Moves West ( N ~ V  York, 1 9 3 0 ) ~  p. 416. 
31  Root and Coanelley, OD. cit.,3'0mebraska C i t y  News, October 23, 1858. 
32 William h l t o n ,   re-- and Staging  i n  I3-a Days,'' l e t t e r  i n  
Proceedings and Col l ec t ions  of t h e  Nebraska - S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  
(Lincoln,  1 9 m ,  Second s e r i Z T , T  262; Young, ope c i t e ,  68-69. 
33 Root and Connelley, op. c i t e ,  313. 
34 Sydenham, op. c i t  ., 
35 B r a t t ,  o p . r 6 4 ,  
Because of quicksand two teams would double up; i n  most ca ses  t h i s  
made twenty-four oxen t o  a wagon. If t h e  water  w a s  running high t h e  
r i v e r  might be sounded, t h u s  l o c a t i n g  t h e  most s u i t a b l e  l o r d i n g  place. 
The wagon beds vrould be r a i s e d ,  and t h e  banks spaded down if a  h i t h e r -  
t o  unused f o r d  were crossed.  Two t o  f i v e  men on a  s i d e  would c r o s s  
w i th  each wagon, f o r  it m s  no small t a s k  t o  keep t h e  e n t i r e  team i n  
ac t ion .  If t h e r e  were s u f f i c i e n t  ho r ses  w i th  t h e  t r a i n  t h e  men might 
r i d e ;  otherwise they  would wade. A c ros s ing  was made i n  1862 h e n  t h e  
r i v e r  was t h i c k  wi th  mush-ice, and t h e r e  w e e  a l s o  chunks of f l o a t i n g  
i c e  of such s i z e  a s  t o  n e a r l y  knock a  d r i v e r  over. On this occasion 
some of t h e  d r i v e r s  waded t h e  r i v e r  n ine  times. 36 
Ash Hollow on t h e  North P l a t t e  i n  Garden County rece ived  i t s  name, 
no doubt, from t h e  a s h  t r e e s  t h a t  overhung t n e  hundred f o o t  c l i f f s  t h a t  
formed t:he t h r e e  or  four  mi le  long hollow, and which pvas one nundred 
and f ifty t o  two hundred. yards  wide.37 To t h i s  po in t  t h e  t r a i l  l e d  f r o n  
South Crossing,  a  d i s t ance  of about t i f i e e n  miles.38 The g r e a t e r  p a r t  
of t h i s  d i s t ance  was a c r o s s  a  high r idge  o r  d io ide ;  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  was 
through t h e  s t e e p  canym of t h e  h ~ l l o r . ~ ~  To be sure  t h i s  afforded 
' ( t he  very  w r f e c t i o n  of a p lace"  f o r  a n  Indian  a t t a c k .  40 
The road bed f o r  t h e  most p a r t  was deep loose  sand. t h e  Year 
1863 a  Mr. McCoy rece ived  a con t r ac t  t o  cons t ruc t  br idges  over t h e  sand 
us ing  l i t t e r  fram t h e  s t age  & a t i o n s  and ranches, and over t h i s  l i t t e r  
was spread p r a i r i e  sod. 41 
Herman Robert Lyon, "Fre ight ing  i n  t h e  '608,"  in Proceedin s  and 
Co l l ec t ions  of t h e  Nebraska S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Socie  y -r+ lnco  n 7 9 0 2  
Second S e r i e c  r 2 6 5 ,  267; Chandless,  op. c i t . ,  72; Sydenhm, 2. 
Sydenhsm, op. c i t . ,  172. 
Gibson, op. c i t . ,  22. 
Chandless. OD. c i t . .  72-73. 
C. B. ~iadie- b l a i n s  War i n  1865 ," i n  Proceedings and Co l l ec t ions  
of t h e  Nebraska S t a t e  S i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  ( ~ i n c o l n ,  1 9 0 2 r s e c o n d  
S r Z ,  V, 273-274. 
The descent  a t  Ash Rollow was s t e e p  and crooked, and g r e a t  c a r e  was 
needed t o  !-:eep t h e  b i g  wagons from A crilde breaking appa- 
r a t u s  o r  "rough lack1 '  was used t o  s t a y  t h e  speed of t h e  load. This  con- 
s i s t e d  of a l o g  cha in  f a s t ened  a t  one end t o  t h e  wagon; t h e  o the r  end 
n s  thrown through a r e a r  wheel " i n  silch a way a s  t o  be between t h e  
ground and t h e  wheeln. Ph i s  served a s  a brake. 43 
I t  was f o r t u n a t e  f o r  t h e  f r e i g h t e r s ,  however, t h a t  t h e  s t eepes t  s i d e  
of t h e  h i l l s  was t h e  western s i d e ,  f o r  most of t h e  f r e i g h t  was westbound. 
yad it been otherwise it would have been o f t e n  necessary  t o  unload t h e  
wagons be fo re  making t h e  ascent .  44 
Occasional ly t h e  rou te  from South Crossing t o  t h e  North P l a t t e  took 
a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  course.  The d i r e c t i o n  w a s  more northwest fol lowing 
Lodgepole Creek, and passing through t h e  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  of Lodgepole, 
and then  t o  t h e  North P l a t t e .  45 
The t r a i l  ur, t h e  Uorth P l a t t e  from Ash Hollow was guided by many 
o ld  landmarks. A n i c e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e s e  i s  given by Mr. S ~ d e n h m *  46
" ~ r o m  t h e r e  we t r acked  up t h e  North P l a t t e  r i v e r  pas t  many 
c u r i o s i t i e s  of na tu re  i n  t h e  h i l l s  bordering t h e  r i v e r .  The 
f i r s t  of t h e s e ,  t h e  Court House Rock, looked l i k e  t h e  dame of a 
l a r g e  bu i ld ing  looming up in t h e  sky, w i t h  many other  forma- 
t i o n s  around it, resembling s t e e p l e s ,  t u r r e t s ,  and towers of 
bu i ld ings  i n  a l a r g e  c i t y .  F a i l  Rock, a l s o  s tands  c l o s e  t o  
Court House ~ o c k J  Passing f'urther up t h e  P l a t t e  was another  
f r eak  of n a t u r e  i n  t h e  form of a high towering rock on t h e  t o p  
of' a s t e e p  and h i &  h i l l ,  t h e  rock being about twenty-five f e e t  
o r  more through and square l i k e  a chimney of sane f a c t o r y  - 
towering up i n t o  t h e  sky s e v e r a l  hundred f e e t ,  l e f t  t h e r e  by 
t h e  g r e a t  wa te r s  t h a t  a t  one t ime covered t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  ea r th .  
This  was known a s  Chimney Rock and could be seen  a long d i s -  
t ance  before coming t o  i t s  base, One more no t i ceab le  f e a t u r e  
i n  t h a t  i n t e r e s t i n g  country was t h e  formation known as S c o t t ' s  
Bluffs." 
42 Sydenham, o c i t . ,  172. 
43 William Franc s . ooker, P r a i r i e  Schooner (chicago,  1919),  pp. 
30-31. 
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44 Chandless, c i t . ,  72-73 (f oot-note) 
45 Lyon, op. c l  % - ~ 5 .  ., 
46 Sydenham, op. c i t  ., 172-173. 
One w r i t e r  h a s  c a l l e d  S c o t t ' s  Bluff "The Gib ra l t e r  of ~ e b r a s k a . " ~ ~  
To t h e  vrest of t h e  Bluffs,  same two m i l e s  d i s t a n t ,  was For t  Mi t che l l ,  
an  adobe s t r u c t u r e .  And twelve mi l e s  f u r t h e r  west was a ranch nea r  
b r s e  Creek. Another f o r t y  m i l e s  t o  t h e  west and t h e  c ros s ing  of Laramie 
River was reached a t  Fort  Laramie, Goshen County, WyOming. The t r a i l  
was rough beyond For t  Laramie and many a f r e i g h t e r ' s  wagon suf fered  
broken wheels i n  t h o s e  bad lands.  48 
Severa l  s t a t i o n s ,  camps and landmarks a s i d e  from For t  Laramie were 
loca t ed  a long  t h e  rou te  i n  Wyoming. The most h i s t o r i c  of them were Warm 
Spr ings  and Old Horseshoe Stage S t a t i o n  in P l a t t e  County; Camp Campbell, 
1863, Old "La Bontew Stage s a t i o n  and Old Deer Creek S ta t ion ,  1863, i n  
Converse County; Fo r t  Caspar , Sweetwater Crossing, Independence Rock, 
and Devi l ' s  a t e  i n  Natrona County; and Three Crossings and South Pass  
in Fremont county. 49 
Frgm t h e  c r o s s i n g  t o  t h e  n o r t h  bank of t h e  North P l a t t e  a t  For t  
C a s ~ a r  t o  t h e  mouth of t h e  Sweetwater t o  t h e  south t h e r e  was a f i f t y  
mi le  s t r e t c h  of ba r r en  and t h i r s t y  land. The Sweetwater e n t e r s  t h e  
P l a t t e  through a w l l e y  made by t h e  R a t t l e  Snake Mountains on t h e  no r th  
and t h e  Green and Seminoe Mountains on t h e  south. A t r a d i n g  pos t  was lo-  
ca ted  at t h e  j unc t ion  of t h e  r i v e r s .  The Sweetwater v a l l e y ,  "perhaps 'a 
mi le  and a h a l f  widen, was w e l l  grassed; t h e r e  were a few cedar  t r e e s .  The 
mountain r i d g e s  were s t eep ,  high,  and rochy. In the c e r t e r  of t h e  v a l l e y  
47 Grant L. Shunmay, H i s to ry  of Western Nebraska and Its People ( ~ i n c o l n ,  
- --
19211, 11, 52. 
48 B r a t t ,  0 67, 70. 
49 WJwming%&%lghway Department, - 1936 *way Ma ---- of t h e  S t a t e  of 
W~oming Showing B i s t o r i c  T r a i l s  (Cheyenne, m6y 
and not  f a r  west  of t h e  t r a d i n g  pos t  i s  Independence Rook, "a s o l i d  bare 
mass of g r a n i t e ,  some 500 yards  in l eng th ,  and 200 f e e t  i n  height. .  , ". 
About s i x  m i l e s  f a r t h e r  west i s  Dev i l ' s  Gep or  Devi l ' s  Gate. The ascent  
t o  South Pass was "cmt inuous ,  but  never steep". There i s  n e i t h e r  moun- 
t a i n  rav ine  no r  gorge a t  t h e  pass  i t s e l f ,  but  a  broad t a b l e  l and  twenty 
m i l e s  from n o r t h  t o  south and f o u r  o r  f i v e  ac ros s  fram e a s t  t o  wes t*  The 
e l e v a t i o n  a t  south  Pass i s  7550 f e e t  above t h e  sea. 50 
Thus f a r  t h e r e  has  been t r a c e d  t h e  rou te  of t h e  old Oregon T r a i l ,  
1 
i s t a r t i n g  from Independence on t h e  Missouri. But a s i d e  f r m  t h e  t r a f f i c  
of t h e  t r a i l  proDer t h e r e  were mny f eede r s  frum d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t s ,  es-  
p e c i a l l y  in Nebraska. These feeders  followed va r ious  routes ,  bu t  a l l ,  
even tua l ly ,  jo ined  t h e  main l i n e  somewhere a long  t h e  P l a t t e s  In f a c t ,  
t h e  opera t ion  was s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  of t h e  g r e a t  r a i l r o a d  systems w-hich 
f o l l m d .  5 1 
Before 1860 t r a i n s  l eav ing  fram Nebraska Ci ty  in Otoe County o r  
from Plat tamouth i n  Cass County would c r o s s  S a l t  Creek where W l a n d  i s  
loca ted .  There was a l imestone ledge which made a firm c ross ing  at 
t h i s  point.52 The r o u t e  then followed "up t h o  P l a t t e ,  running no r th ,  
making a b i g  bend around what is now t h e  coun t i e s  of. Saunders, Bu t l e r ,  
and Polk? ,53 eont inuing  southwest ac ros s  Hamilton and u n i t i n g  wi th  t h e  
main t r a i l  i n  H a l l  County. t h e  map t h e  t r a i l  would have t h e  appear- 
ance of a huge Some of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p o i n t s  of t h e  rou te  were 
50 Chandle s s , o i t . ,  102,105,106,108; Gibson, op. c i t . ,  71. 
51  Marvin %226. 
52 ~ h e l d d , ? % T t . ,  1, 216. 
53 D* ~ o l h e r l a n d  F re igh t ing  f rm Nebraska City,"  in Proceedings 
and C o l l e o t i m s  of t h e  Nebraska S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Society. (Lincoln, 
-
m 2 1 ,  Second-SeTes,  V, 280. 
54 Sheldon, op. c i t . ,  I, 216. 
Aehland, Walkert s Ranch, Ingram' s Ranch, Jarneeon's Ranch on t he  Wahoo, 
Reedt s Ranch and &Cafe' s W c h  near Elm Creek. Ashland w a s  t ne  only 
i n  1864 between Plattsmouth and t h e  l i t t l e  v i l l age  of D o g t m  a 
she* distance e a s t  of Fort KearnyeS5 "Old ~ l o r y " ,  and Fort Kearny, 
I1 loaning up l i k e  an oas i s  i n  t h e  dese r tn ,  were welcome sight8 t o  t h e  t i r e d  
f r e igh t e r  westward bound. ''Fort Kearnyl name f u l l  of i n t e r e s t  t o  the  
ea r l y  freighter . .  .nam. so  f u l l  of h i s t o r i c a l  incident  and reminiscence 
b o t h e r  feeder  was a route f rm Omaha. This followed t h e  north 
bank of t h e  P l a t t e  u n i t i n g  with t he  ox-bm line v i a  Shinn's Ferry a few 
mile8 from the  present  s i t e  of Schuyler i n  Colfax County, or  fording the  
P l a t t e  near Fort Kearny and converging wlth t he  trunk l i n e  there. 57 
One of t h e  f i rs t  camping grounds out from Omaha lraa Robberst Roost. 
It is not known h m  it received i t s  name except it was a place Where 
People would get  re l ieved of some of t h e i r  cash. The ne* stopping 
place might be Elk Horn or Hide. The road fram Elk  Horn t o  Fremont 
heavy i n  wet weather, and more wagon tongues were broken on t h i s  
fourteen mile s t r e t c h  i n  a wet season than were broken fram Fremont t o  
No*h P la t t e .  There was ser ious  work and thought when a t h r ee  or four 
ton load would a t t ach  i t s e l f  t o  a mud hole. After crossing t h e  Loup 
River such camping grounds as m g l e  Island, W a r m  Slough, Lane Tree, Wood 
River, and Ranch were famil iar  landmarks t o  the  f re igh te r s .  Ten 
mile8 west from Boyedfs Ranch t h e  P l a t t e  River W s  crossed. This was a 
55 rf. B. Tyson, Le t te r  wr i t t en  t o  J ay  4. Barre t t ,  Lincoln, under date of 
October 1899. m. Nebra&a S ta te  His to r iaa l  Society. 
56 Sydenham, o cE., 168. 
57 B. T. clark-ei(;hting - Denver and Black ~ i l l s . "  i n  
and Collections of t h e  Nebraska S t a t e  His to r ica l  
-
m 2 3 ,  Second S e x e s ,  V, 299. 
d i f f i c u l t  undertaking,  e s p e c i a l l y  when i c e  was forming. The water  fieper 
f roze  s u f f i c i e n t l y  a t  t h a t  po in t  t o  c a r r y  teams and wagons. Fording was 
accomplished 'chr.ough t h e  i ce .  This  vms slm work an e n t i r e  day was 
needed -20 c ross  success ive ly  wi th  a dozen wagons. 5 8 
Shinn 's  Fer ry  mentioned above was a po in t  on t h e  P l a t t e  where hun- 
dreds  of wagons would be t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  south bank of t h e  r i v e r .  The 
water  a t  t h i s  ? lace  had a depth of s eve ra l  inches t o  many f e e t .  A t  t imes 
appeared more l i k e  a l ake  than  like a r ive r .  Teams were doubled t o  
avoid l o s s  of cargo i n  t h e  quicksand and each u n i t  m i ~ h t  be guided by 
a man on horseback. Severa l  d r i v e r s  would c ros s  with t h e  teams and keep 
moving. 
A t  as e a r l y  a d a t e  a s  1858 t h e  advxntages of a s t r a i g h t  route  from 
h'ebraska Ci ty  t o  Fort  Kearny were s e t  for th .  A tes t imony by a M r .  Lander 
contsined t h e s e  t ~ v o  po in t s :  "The d i s t a ~ c e  i s  much l e s s  t han  from Leaven- 
worth o r  Kansas Ci ty ,"  altd "It i s  a much b e t t e r  road t h a n  t h e  North P l a t t e  
road. "60 
The r epor t  ev iden t ly  had t h e  des i r ed  e f f ec t ,  f o r  a few bus iness  men 
of Nebraska Ci ty  soon saw t h e  commercial ga in  which a sho r t e r  rou te  t o  
the west would of fer .  A meeting was he ld  and a p l an  was agreed upon* A 
H i l l  was chosen t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  and l o c a t e  if poss ib l e  a d i r e c t  e a s t  
and west rou te  between Nebraska Ci ty  and For t  Kearny. h o u t f i t  was soon 
Provided and M r .  R i l l  s t a r t e d  on his t o u r  of i nves t iga t ion .  His re-  
% Pat Hayes, L e t t e r  w r i t t e n  January 14, 1899, - AG. Nebraska S t a t e  
s t o r i c a l  Society.  
59 George A. Bruffey, E4 h t  -one Years i n  t h e  Nest ( ~ u t t e ,  1925),  p. 25. + --60 Nebraska Ci ty  News, Decen e r  1 m 5 K  
NOTE: Charles ~ ~ y d  Mapes i n  a Thes is ,  The Nebraska City - For t  Kearny 
Cut-Off, universiky of- IJebraska, 1931, g ives  an i n t e r e s t i n g  account of 
t h e  d i r e c t  rou te  from t h e  Nissouri  River t o  For t  Kearny. 
p o r t  was a l l  t h a t  could have been wished even by t h e  most hopeful.  A 
rou te ,  h e  s t a t e d ,  had been found "running due west t o  t h e  Blue, cross-  
i n g  S a l t  Creek near  S a l t i l l o ,  a po in t  about e igh t  miles  south of Lin- 
coln". The new t r a i l  would c ros s  t h e  Blue River near t h e  mouth of t h e  
West Blue. The rou te  could be l s i d  out on high ground most of t h e  way 
and would run through t h e  southern p a r t  of Seward, York, S m i l t o n ,  and 
g a l l  Counties.  Mae and Lancaster Counties would be crossed by t h e  new 
t r a i l .  A saving i n  d i s t ance  of a t  l e a s t  f o r t y  mi l e s  would be made com- 
Pared wi th  the old o x - b ~  t r a i l ,  "and a  shor ten ing  of t ime f o r  ox t r a i n s  
of over two days". 6 1 
A Dress c m e n t  of t h a t  day r evea l s  t h e  s p i r i t  of t h e  people i n  t h e  
e n t e r p r i s e :  
"A S t r a i g h t  Road: seventy-f i ve  mi les  saved1 ! ! vlood, water ,  
and f eed  i n  abundance! Good fo rd  a t  Salt Creek. 
"Mr .  Aug. F. Barvey, t h e  C i t y  h g i n e e r  of' t h i s  p lace ,  re turned  
on ':iednesday evening f r a  an  inspec t ion  oi' t h e  d i r e c t  road from 
Nebraska C i t y  t o  Fort  Kearney. He went out a t  t he  i n s t ance  of 
Messrs. Majors & Co., t o  examine t h e  b r idges ,  fords ,  and bottoms 
of t h e  s t reams,  x i t h  a  view t o  t h e  heavy movement of t h e i r  western 
bus iness .  The s e t t l e r s  on t h e  Nemaha and S a l t  Creek a r e  nom 
b u s i l y  engaged in bui ld ing  c u l v e r t s ,  &c. and when t h e  work i s  done, 
which w i l l  be wi th in  two weeks, t h e r e  w i l l  be  no b e t t e r  road i n  
Nebraska. ! h e  ' po in t s t  and d i s t ances  on t h i s  road a r e  a s  fol lows:  
"From t h e  P resby te r i an  Church Miles 
To Wilson's - s t r a i g h t  l i n e  ....................... 8.5 
................................... " Walnut Creek 7.5 
I. I l e r ' s  Bridge .................................. 4 
I. Memaha Ford .................................... 1.5 
I. Rober t ' s  Farm - br idge  over Nemaha ............. 8 
Meachamls - Otoe county l i n e  ................... 5 .. 
ti S a l t  Creek - s t r a i g h t  road ..................... 1 2  
.......... I t  Beranger - on Big Blue - along d iv ide  25 
. a  Creek - bridged .............................. 25  
I. a  Creek ........................................ 10 
61 Rolfe,  op. e i t .  280-281. 
To junc t ion  of o ld  M i l i t a r y  road (about) . .  ............... 35 
" F o r t  Kearney ........................................ 40 
Tota l  - t o  Fort  Kearney rn 
"On t h i s  rou te  t h e r e  i s  no s e c t i o n  where wood, water  and g ra s s  
cannot be found wi th in  one mile .  The road has  t h i s  o ther  advantage, 
it runs through se t t l emen t s  a l l  t h e  way f'or a  d i s t ance  of one hun- 
dred and t e n  mi l e s ,  where g ra in  can be purchased. f o r  stock.... 
Camping p l aces  a r e  convenient t o  t h e  road, and mi te r  c lo se  by. The 
f o r d  a t  S a l t  Creek i s  t h e  b e s t  i n  t h e  country - t h e  bed of' t h e  Creek 
having been f i l l e d  t o  a depth of t e n  f e e t  with good stone. 
"Every person going west w i l l  f i n d  it t o  h i s  i n t e r e s t  t o  t a k e  
t h e  d i r e c t  road,  and save thereby  from seventy t o  e igh ty  mi les  of 
d rea ry ,  lonesome t r a v e l .  '6.2 
The same paDer was ab le  t o  r e p o r t  a few weeks l a t e r  t h a t  t h e  new road 
had been o ~ e n e d  between Nebraska City and For t  Kearny. 63 
h o t h e r  of t h e  newspapers was not  umnindf'ul of t h e  a c t i v e  p a r t  taken 
t h e  s e t t l e r s  a long  t h e  rou te  of t h e  new road who a ided  wi th  t h e  work 
and g ives  due c r e d i t  t o  t hese  e n t e r p r i s i n g  ranchers.  64 
s o l i d  br idge  was b u i l t  over S a l t  Creek and over Blue River. And 
t o  d e f i n i t e l y  mark t h e  t r a i l  a  f u r r m  was ploughed t h e  e n t i r e  d i s tance  
from S a l t  Creek t o  t h e  P l a t t e  River. 6 5 
TO f inance  t h e  br idges  of t h e  raad "Otoe County voted $20,000 of 
twenty year bonds a t  t e n  per  cent .  n66 
The new rou te  rece ived  va r ious  names, such a s ,  t h e  Nebraska Ci ty  
'!Cut Off",  t h e  " A i r  Linen road, and t h e  Steam wagon Road* 67 This rou te  
b e c u e  a very  heavy feeder  t o  t h e  f r e i g h t i n g  t r a f f i c  of' t h e  P l a t t e  va l l ey .  
Peoples P re s s ,  March 27, 
~ A X I - 2 4 ,  1860. 
R r  3braska 'Ci t  N&S, June 
A t 7 8  1. B o l f e . o p  ., 
Sheldon, o . c i t  218. 
Peoples - %;oh 27, 
Marvin, op. c i t . ,  226-22 
Kebraska Ci ty  News, June 16, 1860; 
-
"The d i s t ances  t o  t h e  va r ious  p o i n t s  On t h e  new road way 
of Fo r t  Kearney a r e  a s  fol lows:  
F r m  Presby te r i an  Church 
To iVilson9s Bridge (camp) 8.5 
B r m n e l l ' s  " 7.5 16 
Nemaha n 2 5 18.5 
Olatha on S a l t  Creek 2 8 46.5 
Beranger on Big Blue (camp) 25 71.5 
Junction w i t h  old road 70 5 142 
FORT KEARNFY 40 182 
Seventeen mi le  p o i n t  17  199 
Shakespeares 4 20 3 
Plum Creek 15 218 
Willow I s l and  15 233 
Smith ' s  Ranch 8 2 41 
Stage S t a t i o n  4 2 45 
S p r i n g v i l l e  6 251 
F i f t een  f i l e  Poin t  10 261 
Ranch 6 267 
Cottonwood Springs 8 275 
Box Alder 3 278 
Jack Morrowf s 7 28 5 
Fr ernont S l  ough 11 296 
Williams1 9 305 
O'Fal lonf  s Bluffs 5 310 
Lmer  Crossing P l a t t e  38 3 48 
Upper Crossing " 27 375 
L i l l i a n  Springs 30 405 
Beaver Creek 40 445 
Fremont's Orchard 31 476 
Fort  S t .  Vrain 44 520 
D m R  43 56 3 
From Nebraska C i t y  t o  Denver C i ty  563 miles." 68 
The d i s t a n c e  of Fort  Laramie from Independence on t h e  Missouri 
measured 672 mi les ;  another  300 m i l e s  and South Pass,  t h e  head of t h e  
North P l a t t e  Val ley,  w a s  reached.6g Fort  Kearng- was separa ted  from 
70 
For t  Laramie by some 400 mi l e s  of overland t r a i l*  
68 Peo l e s  P re s s ,  Apr i l  6, 1860. 
69 ~ & , ~ c i t . ,  l89e 
70 Chandless, op. cit., 62-63. 
Across t h e  r o l l i n g  p l a i n s ,  over t h e  p r a i r i e  swells ,  through t h e  
c reeks  and v a l l e y s ,  up and down t h e  r idges ,  h i l l s  and d iv ides  t h e  wh i t e  
=overed "transport  wagons do t t ed  t h e  landscape, g iv ing  t h e  t r a i l  t h e  
aP?earance of a r i v e r  r-ng through g r e a t  meadows, w i th  many sh ips  s a i l -  
,( 71 ing  on i t s  bosom . 
h e r  t h i s  ex t ens ive  ungraded h ighmy system it was "the f r e i g h t e r s  
72 
who had served t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  rou te s  and emphasize t h e i r  length". 
In  1860 t h e  rou te  m s  spoken of a s  a " ' g r ea t  t ho roughfa re tn ,  broad 
and worn a s  a " t ~ m  military"'  road, and " ' t h e  bes t  and t h e  langes t  
n a t u r a l  highmay i n  t h e  world1 " . 73 
It I n  the summer of 1861, t h e  p l a t t e  t r a i l  was a n a t i o n a l  highway, 
w i t h  a s  much s ign i f i cance  and a s  g r e a t  a l e n e h  a s  any continuous road 
has had," and r ega rd l e s s  of t h e  dec i s ion  by t h e  PO& Office department 
that t h e  Texas rou te  rras a super ior  route ,  t h e  P l a t t e  t r a i l  wtis favored 
a heav ie r  t r a f f i c  of f r e i g h t  t o  t h e  The ~ a t i o n a l  Government 
recognized t h e  g r e a t e r  importance of t h e  P l a t t e  t rai ls  by t r a n s f e r r i n g ,  
in 1866, " a l l  t h e  m i l i t a r y  pos t s  on t h e  P la t te . .  ." from t h e  Department 
Missouri t o  t h e  Department of t h e  P la ins .  75 
The o ld  t r a i l s  have been put  under t h e  plow. The s o i l  has  been 
turned and t u rned  aga in  u n t i l ,  save in a few p laces ,  t h e  l a s t  wheel- 
p r i n t s  of t h e  f r e i g h t e r s t  wagons have well-nigh disappeared. In western 
H e b r a p a  a few o ld  l agon  *ill remain and still 
Horace Greeley, ~n Overland Journey, fraa N e w  York t o  San Francisco 
in t h e  Summer of?8'5s (N 
-- 
ew York, 1860),p22-23. - - 
72 =son, op. c i € & m *  
73 Katherine C-, b m d e  B e g w i n g s  - -  of the Far West (NW York, 1912),  
11, 355, 
- 
74 Paxson, 0 
75 Lee A. 
465,466. 
 he Indian  Massacre of  1866," being a St- Joseph, 
Missouri,  nmspape r  c l i p p i n g  presented  by t h e  re ference  i n  Proceed- 
i ngs  and C o l l e ~ t i a ~  of t h e  Nebraska S t a t e  Historical s o c i e t y  
---- 
, 1902 ) ,  Seea =ies, V, 224- 76 Emin Sheldon, Nebraska Old and New ( ~ i n c o l n ,  1937),  p.  327. 
77 Ib id .  7--
-
mark t h e  winding t r a i l s  followed t h r e e  score and t e n  years  ago by s tu rdy  
men of i r o n  body, 3f s t e e l  ?erve, of brave heart ,  and of rugged courage, 
"But i t ' s  barbed wi re  fence, and sec t i an  l i n e ,  
And k i l l - h o r  se- t rave l  now; 
Scoot you down t h e  canyan bank,-- 
The o ld  road ' s  under plough. 
"0  l i t t l e  by-path and b i g  h i g m y , -  
Alas ,  your l i v e s  a r e  done! 
The f r e i g h t e r 1  s t r a c k  is a weed- r m  ditch 
Points t o  t h e  setting ~u.n*~!8 
78 Sdwin Ford P iper ,  Barbed Wire and Other Poems (Midland Press ,  1917), 
- - -  
?P* 55,56, 
C!IAFTER I1 
An Eas tern  Base 
An overland f r e i g h t i n g  terminus was a busy place.  River stefmers 
a r r i v i n g  and leaving;  o t h e r s  were at dock discharging g rea t  quant i-  
ties f r e i g h t ;  warehouses were 'crowded; t h e  b i g  p r a i r i e  schooners were 
loading f o r  t h e i r  long  westward journeys; overland t r a i n s  -re cons t an t ly  
entering and deparsing;  oxen, mules, horses ,  wagons, and trainmen f i l l e d  
the s t r e e t s ,  snd  t h e  merchants i n  t h e i r  shops and s t o r e s  were doing a 
l u c r a t i v e  business.  
It Bere were l a r g e  parks  of wagons, immense herds of cat 'cle,  g rea t  
of yokes, and p i l e s  of chain ready always f o r  b n s i n e s ~ . " ~  O n  
the o u t s k i r t s  were hundreds of t h e  b i g  whi te  topped f r e i g h t  schooners 
'lin c o r r a l 1  form-tionl'. Mounted herders  kep t  watch over t h e  hundreds' 
Of g r az ing  mules and oxen, 2 
The terminus had a s p e c i a l  s e c t i o n  t h a t  was s e t  a s i d e  f i O r  the 
f r e igh te r s .  Here were o u t f i t t i n g  s t a t i a s ,  w o r ~  shops, dwellings,  ware- 
h o u s e s ~  and perhaps a small park. One c i t y  had such a park equipped 
With speaker1  s s tand  and benches. During favorable  weather r egu la r  Ser- 
vices Were Conducted f o r  t h e  trainmen and t ~ w n s ~ e o ~ l e . ~  A t  one base a 
beaut i ful  grove served as the meeting p laoe  f o r  one of t h e s e  sec t ions*  
4 
It Was n o t  uncommon f o r  a l a r g e  f r e i g h t i n g  concern t o  and 
Operate i t s  own s t o r e .  Se re  i t s  employees might purchase i n  advance 
S~denharn, op. c i t . ,  165. 
op. c i t . ,  19, 
w. Cox, "Reminiscences of Ear ly  Days i n  Nebraskan, in Transact ions 
a d  Re o r t s  of t h e  Nebraska S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  ( ~ i n c o l n ,  1 8 m  r+-- -
, i i   l   i  ,  . ,- in Transact ions 
incoln,  1 8 m  
4 Nebraska c i t y  News, May 22. 1858. 
-
19 
such supp l i e s  a s  were needed, t h e  account being t aken  ca re  of by t h e i r  
earn ings .  
But bes ides  such company accom.nodations t h e r e  mere many p r i v a t e  
s t o r e s  and bus iness  houses. In  f a c t  t h e r e  might be blocks of t h e  c i t y  
where t h e r e  were only men's c l o t h i n g  shops, " f i t t i n g - o u t  housesn ,  and 
" o u t f i t t i n g  es tab l i shments" .  It v a s  a  d e l i g h t f u l  situa-cion f o r  t h e  
merchants ,  P r i c e s  were g e n e r a l l y  very  high;  and it seemed t h e r e  was 
no t  much p r i c e  competi t ion,  f o r  t h e  merchants were " p e r f e c t l y  indepen- 
d e n t ~ . ~  The approach of s wagon t r a i n ,  r e t u r n i n g  f r m  an  ex tens ive  jour- 
ney, put "broad m i l e s "  on t h e  f a c e s  of t h e  merchants,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  
c l o t h i e r s .  They expected a  ha rves t  and of ten t imes  reaped one. "Thi r ty  
f u l l  s u i t s "  might be so ld  a t  one counter  i n  a  s i n g l e  evening. O f  course ,  
t h e  boys coming off t h e  long dus ty  t r a i l  d e s i r e d  t o  f i x  up a  b i t  and t o  
appear i n  t h e i r  besc when they  r e tu rned  home. 6 
3ut  t h e r e  were o the r  p l aces  where t h e  '"bul l  whacker" might spend 
h i s  money. There were "saloons,  gambling houses,  dance h a l l s  and a l l  
manner of rough amusements" t o  e x t r a c t  t h e  wages, l abo r ious ly  earned,  
from t h e  trainmen. The g r e a t e r  p o r t i o n  of t h e  n igh t  before  a s t a r t  on 
a  long slow journey was o f t e n  spent by many of' t h e  men i n  d i s s i p a t i o n .  7  
Then a  c e r t a i n  c i t y  might be s e l e c t e d  a s  a  base by a  l a r g e  organi-  
za t ion  such a s  t he  f i r m  of Russe l l ,  Majors and Waddell, t h e  f r e i g h t i n g  
f a c i l i t i e s  r equ i r ed  d h e n s i o n s  o f  cons iderable  propor t ion .  This  f i r m  
5 C. F. Bentley, "Fre ight ing  i n  1866; A Le t t e r , '  i n  Proceedings and 
-Col l ec t ions  of t h e  Nebraska S t a t e  H i s t o r i o a l  s o c i e t y  (Lincoln,  
I 8 9 4  - 95) , S e G n d S e r i e s ,  I ,  Y6,47. 
6 Cox, op. c i t . ,  76-77. 
7  Cass G. Barns, M. D., The Sod'House Reminisoent R i s t o r i c a l  and 
Biographical  Sketches X t u r i n g r a s k a  P ioneers  1867-1897qad i son ,  
19301, p. 198. 
OUTFITTING BUILDINGS AT APJ EASTERN BASE 
Courtesy of t h e  Nebraska S ta te  Historical  Society 
           
 
20a 
was but  one of' many f r e ighz ing  agencies  of liebraska City.  It was, how- 
eve r ,  t h e  l a r g e s t .  A b r i e f  account of t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h i s  one enzer- 
p r i s e  w i l l  p a r t i a l l y  d e p i c t  t he  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of an eas te rn  base. 
One hundred and t h i r t y - e i g h t  l o t s  were purchased by Russe l l ,  Majors 
and Vaddell  f o r  bu i ld ing  s i t e s  and genera l  headquar te rs  l o ~ a t i o n . ~  On 
t h i s  land were cons t ruc t ed  houses,  s eve ra l  wagon shops, a number of 
blacksmith shops, machine f oundarie s  , o u t f i t t i n g  and r e p a i r i n g  pos t s ,  
boarding houses,  and s torehouses,  one of' which was a  l a r g e  f i f t y  by 
one hundred and t h i r t y  foo t  two s t o r y  bui ld ing  above t h e  basement. 9 
Many men were employed a t  t i le base; s i x t y  t o  seventy ca rpen te r s ,  
t e n  t o  f i f t e e n  blacksmiths ,  and as  many wheelwrights,  many p l a s t e r e r s ,  
masons, and o t h e r  hands f o r  genera l  work, i n  a l l  some f i v e  hundred.'' 
I n  lands and bu i ld ings  t h e  company spent more than  t h r e e  hundred thou- 
sand d o l l a r s . l l  Na tu ra l ly ,  t h e  c i c y  was bene f i t ed  i n  a l l  i t s  branches 
of bus iness  f o r  being s. f r e i g h t i n g  terminus. 12  
The f r e i g h t  f o r  m e a s t e r n  base came by f l a t  bottom steamboats up 
t h e  Missouri River. l3 Spacious wkarf s  and levees  received t h e  merchan- 
dise;'* and pe r i shab le  goods aer. s t o r e d  i n  t he  warehouses. A l l  o t h e r  
f r e i g h t  migh t  be l e f t  on t h e  wharfs and covered wi th  t a r p a u l i n  u n t i l  
loaded i n t o  t h e  b i g  wagons. 15  
Nebraska C i t  News, May 2 2 ,  1858. 
Ib id . ,  @a&,~858; December 11, 1858. 
m., August 21, 1858; Ibid. ,  May 22, 1858. 
-fbid., Iflay 5, 1860. 
-
S. F. Nucholls.  "Le t t e r  from S. F. ~ u c h o l l s , "  i n  
Re o r t s  of t h e - ~ e b r a s k ?  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  s o c i e t y  *-
Cox, op. c i t  ., 77; Young, op. ~ i t . ,  20. 
Nebraska C i t  News, March 27, 1858. Y Young, op. c l t 7 9 .  
T r a n s ~ c t i o n s  and 
7 ~ i n c o l n ,  1885), 
The newspapers contained many n o t i c e s  of steamboat a c t i v i t y .  The 
fo l lowing  t h r e e  examples i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  f e a t u r e :  
"The FIannibal landed one hundred and n ine  wa ons f o r  Russe l l ,  
Majors b i7Rdde-t t h e  lower levee  on Phursday."f~ 
"EEAPS OF FRbiIGdT. - The West Wind made our landing l a s t  
evening, loaded down T O  he r  g u z  with f r e i g h t  f o r  t h i s  po in t .  
She had on board two Quartz Crushers ,  f o r  t h e  mines, and a 
l a rge  q u a n t i t y  of' o the r  f r e i g h t D n 1 7  
"140 t o n s  of Government f r e i g h t  a r r i v e d  here  on t h e  West 
Wind on Tuesday l a s t ,  f o r  shipment over t h e  p l a i n s  by A. *am 
-tee:. Severa l  hugdred more tons  a r e  t o  a r r i v e  wi th in  
t-venty days."l8 
One y e s r ' s  record  of steamboat a r r i v a l s  a t  an e a s t e r n  f r e i g h z i n g  
base i s  a v a i l a b l e :  
"Steamboat A r r i v a l s  a t  Nebraska City.  I' 
"During t h e  p a s t  season t h e r e  has been the fo l lowing  number 
of steamboat a r r i v a l s  a t  t h i s  c i t y :  
May ...................................... 38 
June ..................................... 76 
J u l y  ..................................... 40 
August ................................... 28 
September ................................ 20 
November .........................,....... 10 
-
Tota l  f o r   he above months 232 
"There has  been c o l l e c t e d  fromthe above boats  t h e  sum of 
8373.30, f o r  t h e  use of t h e  Levee, u on xhich t h e r e  has been 
landed about  9,280 t o n s  of freight."%' 
Notices  of t h e  movelnent of overland t r a i n s  i s  even more i rk e r e s t -  
ing:  
I t  T r a ins  have been leaving  d a i l y  f o r  Fo r t  Kearney, dur ing  
t h e  pas t  week. The t r a i n s  f o r  Utah begin t o  s t a r t  i n  a few 
days . ''20 
16 Nebraska City News, June 4, 1859. 
1 7  fb id . ,  ~ ~ F i T 2 m 8 6 1 .  
18 m.. June 7 ,  1862. 
19 m. j March i 0 ,  1860. 
20 - m., May 22, 1858. 
"1,Tr. L. Carter ,  formerly of t h i s  c i t y ,  returned from Denver 
on l a s t  Saturday evening. He re turns  again on the  f i r s t  of the  
week, with a t r a i n  of f i ve  l a rge  wagonsef121 
"110 of the  big  (Government) wagons have l e f t  t h i s  c i t y  dur- 
ing t he  week pas t ,  carrying an average of 5000 lbs.,  or an ag- 
gregate of over a ha l f  mi l l ion pounds."22 
"...we are  g r a t i f i e d  t o  note a very remarkable increase of 
t he  f r e igh t i ng  t rade.  From a r eg i s t e r  kept by a person who has 
an opportunity of seeing nine i n  t e n  of t h e  outgoing wagons we 
have t he  following numbers of them for  t h e  weeks ending 
lday 31st  - -. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 93 
J u n e 7 t h - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  110 
n 1 4 t h - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  146 
" 21st - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 131 
" 26th ( f ive  days - - - - - - - - - - - 152 
or a t o t a l  of 632 of t he  large  government wagons, i n  two days 
over a month. Each of these  wagons c a r r i e s  an average of 
5,000 lbs . ,  or an aggregate of 3,170,000 pounds - over four- 
t een  hundred tons  of 2,290 lbs.... PT0TE.-- In the  f igures  above 
not a aingle emigrant wagon was oounted."23 
In  f a i r  weather or fou l  and regardless of t h e  condition of the  t r a i l s  
t h e  big wagons were being loaded constantly and large  t r a i n s  were ever 
lumbering through t h e  s t r e e t s  and s t re tching a+ from t h e  base onto t he  
expansive p r a i r i e .  Nevertheless complaint was regis tered at times be- 
cause of t he  overcrowded warehouses and t he  heaps of f r e i g h t  awaiting 
t r anspo r t a t i  011.24 
The preparation of new t r a i n s  f o r  t h e  t r a i l  ocoupied weeks of time. 
There w as  branding t o  be done, thousands of wi ld  oxen t o  be subjugated 
and broken t o  the  yoke, wagons t o  be rigged, and hundreds of animals t o  
be shod. One blacksmith shop on a given day had four hundred mules 
waiting f o r  shoes.25 
21 Ibid.,  June 7, 1862. 
22 m. 
23 fbid., June 28, 1862. The Note of t he  quotation intends t o  s t a t e ,  no 
mt, t h a t  only f re igh t  wagons were counted and t h a t  only f r e igh t  
wagons make up t h e  numbers i n  t he  report .  It hardly would mean t h e r e  
were no emigrant wagons passing through t h a t  c i ty .  But t he  note does 
remwe any possible doubt a s  t o  whether emigrant wagons might have 
been counted and the  number inoluded i n  t he  report.  It simply em- 
phasizes t he  mapi tude  of t h e  averland f r e igh t  t r a f f i c .  
24 Nebraska City N ~ W S ,  March 23 ,  1865. 
--
25 Ibid., March 10, 1860. 
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A l l  f r e i g h t e r s  branded t h e i r  oxen. The mark usua l ly  be ing  t h e  f i r s t  
l e t t e r  of t h e  m e r l s  l a s t  name. This  mark served f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
should t h s  teams of s epa ra t e  t r a i n s  become mixed. The branding process  
was amusing enough t o  t h e  onlooker,  bu t  it was r a t h e r  t r y i n g  t o  t h e  men 
performing it. A l a s s o  i s  t h r o m  over t h e  norns  of t h e  animal and by means 
of it i s  e s c o r t e d  t o  a wheel of a heav i ly  loaded f r e i g h t  wagon. While one 
man grasps  t h e  beas t  by t h e  z a i l  and t w i s t s  him t o  a t t e n t i o n ,  another  ap- 
p l i e s  a whi te  h o t  i r o n  t o  t h e  a n i m a l t s  ,hind qua r t e r .  The brand would be 
burn t  "through h a i r  and h i d e  and i n t o  t h e  f lesh" .  A salt  and water  
s o l u t i o n  might t h e n  be a p p l i e d  f o r  medicinal  purposes. I f  an "e legant  
brand" were d e s i r e d  t h e  oxen would be thrown; f o r  k ick ing ,  othemrlse,  
prevented such a mark. The branding i r o n  of about four  i nches  long was 
a t t ached  t o  a t h r e e  f o o t  i r o n  rod. Severa l  men would be lcept busy sup- 
p ly ing  wood f o r  t h e  f i r e .  26 
The breaking of  t h e  s t e e r s  t o  t h e  yoke was  s e r ious  business .  Such 
occasions of ten  drew l a r g e  crowds from t h e  rownspeople who would w i t -  
n e s s  the procedure. 2 7 
Fo r ty  o r  f i f t y  wagons would be chained i n  a c i r c l e .  A number of  
w i l d  and h a l f  w i l d  s t e e r s ,  t h e  Texas and Cherokee " v a r i e t i e s "  being t h e  
w i l d e s t ,  would be d r iven  i n t o  t h i s  r ing .  Many of t h e  oxen were a t  f i r s t  
a s  w i l d  a s  buf fa loes .  
FIalf a dozen men would be a s s igned  t o  t h e  r i n g  t o  t a c k l e  t h e  s t e e r s  
and yoke them f o r  t h e  first time. Many of t h e  animals would need t o  be 
conquered by t h e  l a r i a t ,  t h e i r  heads d r a m  t o  t h e  hub of a b i g  wheel 
and t h e r e  by much e f f o r t  be yoked wi th  o the r  s t e e r s  a s  w i l d  a s  they. 
" ~ r e e  use  of t h e  p r a i r i e s "  would be given then  f o r  each yoke of oxen t o  
jump, t o  p i t c h ,  t o  k i ck ,  t o  foam o r  t o  twist t h e i r  necks off as they  
26 Young, op. c i t . ,  26-27; Chandless, op. c i t . ,  16-17. 
27 Nebraska City Rews, May 14, 1859. . 
--
sometimes did.Meny a wagon l e f t  i t s  base  w i t h , b u t  two of t h e  s i x  yoke of 
oxen t h a t  ever  had f e l t  t h e  weight  of' a yoke before .  Some of t h e  w i l d e s t  
s t e e r s  might be l e f t  yoked f o r  s e v e r a l  days o r  perhaps  f o r  s e v e r & l  weeks. 28 
When a f r e s h  ox team was  f i n a l l y  h i t c h e d  t o  a wagon, and it sometimes 
r e q u i r e d  a dozen men t o  do it, t h e  wild' c a t t l e  might s t a r t  on a stampede. 
I t  was a job  w e l l  done f o r  t h e  men t o  keep  hem on t h e  t r a i l .  2 9 
The d r i v e r s  would c h m s  t h e i r  wagons and  sometimes p a i n t  d e v i c e s  
and  t i c l e s  on t h e i r  w h i t e  covers .  These names would g r e a t l y  amuse t h e  
passe rs -by  when on t h e  t r a i l .  The wagons might r e c e i v e  such  names as  
P o l a r  S t a r ,  C i t y  H o t e l ,  E x c e l s i o r ,  C l i p p e r  No. 2,  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  The 
P r e s i d e n t ,  The Republ ic ,  The King of Bavar ia ,  Lou is  Napoleon, o r  Old 
3 0 Kentuck. 
The c a t t l e  now branded and p a r t i a l l y  broken,  and wagons chosen and 
named, t h e  d r i v 2 r s  would haw and gee t h e i r  c h a r g e s  t o  t h e  warehouses ,  
w h a r f s ,  o r  q u a r t e r m a s t e r  1 s s to rehouse .  3 1 
From t h r e e  T O  f i v e  t o n s  of f r e i g h t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  stowage,  would be 
p l a c e d  i n  e a c h  wagon. 3 2 
To l o a d  w e l l  and t o  cm.bine weight  and bulk , i n  t h e  p roper  propor- 
t i o n ,  e s ~ e c i a l l y  when t h e r e  was a v a r i e t y  of goods,  r e q u i r e c  s k i l l  and 
h a r d  work. + P e r i s h a b l e  goods sbch a s  s u g a r ,  s a l t ,  f l o u r ,  beans  and c rack-  
e r s  were p l a c e d  on t o p  o f  canned goods. Th is  arrangement '  p r e v e n t e d  
c a r g o  s p o i l a g e  by w a t e r  e n t e r i n g  t h e  wagon box when a r i v e r  was 
J u s t  b e f o r e  a w g o n  t r a i n  would l e a v e  f o r  i-is l o n g  hard journey  
28 Ib id . ;  Marvin, op. c i t . ,  228; Chandless ,  op. c i t . ,  16; Young, 2. 
c i t . ,  27-28. 
-
29 B r a t t ,  op. c i t . ,  53. 
30 Chandless ,  op. c i t . ,  19;  Stough,  op. c i t . ,  72. 
3 1  Sydenhm., op. c i t . ,  166; Young, op. c i t . ,  20. 
32 l l e x a n d e r  Majors,  " g e n o i r s  of A L i f e t m e  on t h e  Border , I 1  i n  Seventy  
Years on t h e  F r o n t i e r ,  E d i t e d  by Colonel  P r e n t i s s  Ingraham ( ~ h i c ~ ~ o ,  
1 m , p . 1 0 2 ;  C 
33 Bratt, op. c i t . ,  =, op. c i t . ,  12. 
a c r o s s  t h e  p l a i n s  i t  was n o t  u n c m o n  f o r  t h e  head of a f r e i g h t i n g  corn- 
pany t o  c a l l  t h e  men toge the r  and address  them, Appropriate  remarks on 
duty ,  morals ,  courage, honor, f a i t h f u l n e s s  and d i s c i p l i n e  would be pre- 
sented. These meetings were a t t ended  of'ken by c i t i z e n s  of t h e  t o m .  
When a t r a i n  r e tu rned  from i t s  l abo r ious ,  f a t i g u i n g  and dangerous 
t r i p  t h e r e  rraset t imes  a p l easan t  s o c i a l  hour given f o r  the trainmen. 
The ga t  he r i n g  might be i n  t h e  pub l i c  meeting h a l l  or  a t  a f r e i g h t e r  ' s 
house. Cumrndnding speeches were made. Refreshments v e r e  served. And 
it ma$ be c e r t a i n  t h e  . t eams te r s  re-joiced over a change of' menu. 34 
An e a s t e r n  base was no t  wi thout  i t s  r i v a l s  i n  t h e  overland f r e i g h t -  
i n g  days. A m i x e r  i n  1865 e lp re s sed  an  opinion t h a t  "baha...was a 
f e e b l e  r i v a l  f o r  t h e  o u t f i t t i n g  of...freight t r a i n s  t o  Colorado and 
Utah.. .n35 The comparison was made w i t h  towns i n  Kansas. But even 
f i v e  y e a r s  be fo re  t h e  above da t e  an o p t i m i s ~ i c  news i t em appeared i n  
a n  Onaha paper which c~nmen ted  on t h e  b r i s k  t r a d e  overland from t h a t  
c i t y .  And, w i t h  no doubt a s  t o  t h a t  town's f u t u r e  growth and importance, 
added t h a t  i n  "another  y e a r  t h e  wholesale  t r a d e  of Omaha w i l l  more than  
r i v a l  t h a t  of S t .  ~ o s e ~ h . " ~ ~  
Then t h e r e  appears  t h e  bold unqua l i f i ed  statement t h a t  "...more 
t r a i n s  s t a r t e d  from Atchison t h a n  from any o the r  po in t  on t h e  r i v e r  11.37 
Nebraska C i ty  n o t  t o  be surpassed by h e r  r i v a l s  took ample opDor- 
t u n i t y  t o  announce h e r  importance a s  a n  e a s t e r n  base. That she should re-  
ce ive  t h e  " l i o n ' s  share" of t h e  t r a f f i c  was only reasonable.  That t h e  
Colorado merchants r e a l i z e d  t h e  "immense advantages" o f f e r e d  f o r  t r a d e  
34 Nebraska C i t y  News, May 21, 18593 Ibid.,  November 12 ,  1859. 
35  Samuel ~0wles.Our N e w  West ( ~ a r t f x  1869),  p. 31. . -  - 
36 m a h a  ~ e b r a s k i a ~ m  m 8 6 0 .  
37 w a n d  ConnelS'y, op. c i t . ,  303. 
w i t h  t h i s  c i t y  were evident.38 That f r e i g h t e r s  should be changing t h e i r  
base from o t h e r  towns t o  Nebraska C i ty  and t h a t  r i v e r  s teamers  were more 
f r equen t  a r r i v a l s  and l e f t  g rea t  and g r e a t e r  q u a n t i t i e s  of f r e i g h t  was 
a l l  t aken  f o r  gran ted  a s  t h e  way it should be. 3 9 
Nebraska Ci ty ,  however, was a f r e i g h t e r s  base i n  t h e  t r u e  sense of 
t h e  name. I t  was more of a base than  it was a town. Tne ''wild and 
woolly" l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  depended almost e n t i r e l y  f o r  i t s  support on t h e  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of f r e i g h t  westward. 40 
The l o c a t i o n  of a base and of i t s  importance as compared w i t h  
ano the r ,  m a t t e r s  l i t t l e  here.  I n  each p lace  t h e r e  seemed t o  e x i s t  t h e  
ambit ion " t o  make ' something' out of 'no th ingt  ". Much money was made 
and much money vras t aken  away. There was noth ing ,  perhaps, i n  t h e  
f r e i g h t i n g  bus ines s  t h a t  tended t o  b u i l d  up t h e  town o r  c i t y  i n  which 
a base was loca ted .  It was a bus ines s  which perhaps took a s  much money 
from a community a s  it had given it. 41 
38 Nebraska C i t  News, Apr i l  27, 1861; Ib id . ,  June 28, 1862. 
39 B i d . ,  A p d 3 m 8 5 9 ;  February 8,  1 m  February 22, 11162; March 
m e 6 2  . 
40 Rolfe,  op. c i t . ,  280. 
41  J. S ~ e r m r t o n ,  " H i s t o r i c a l  Address," i n  A Commemoration 
Pamphlet - It Re la t e s  N a r a s k a  Ci ty ,  Otoe 
-- 
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CHAPTER I11 
An Overland Tra in  
A new t r a i n  ex t end ing 'ove r  a green p r a i r i e  made a s t r i k i n g  scene. 
The b ig ,  wh i t e ,  c lean ,  canvass covers  and t h e  untarn ished  blue and r ed  
woodwork of t h e  wagons made a brave show.' 
The wagons used were of s p e c i a l  design and cons t ruc t ion ,  and b u i l t  
f o r  " the p l a i n s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  business".  The t i r e s  were wide and 
heavy; t h e  boxes, h i g h  and t i g h t ,  were made of t h e  bea t  seasoned wood. 
Over t h e s e  curved t h e  huge bows. The most coanmon makes of wagons were 
t h e  Nurphy and dspenshied,  b u i l t  i n  St .  Louis, Missouri,  and t h e  Stude- 
baker ,  b u i l t  a t  South Bend, Indiana. The Studebaker was considered t h e  
e a s i e s t  running, bu t  more Murphy wagons were used than  e i t h e r  of t h e  
o the r  makes. 2 
These g r e a t ,  cumbersome wagons weighing a t  l e a s t  f i f t e e n  hundred 
pounds each,  were of t h e  thimble ske in  type.  The ax le s  were wooden, 
bu t  had i r o n  th imbles  on t h e  ends which f i t  i n t o  t h e  i r o n  thimbles  of 
t h e  wheel hubs. The wheels  were he ld  i n  p lace  by b i g  l i n c h p i n s  f a s t en -  
ed  i n t o  t h e  ends of t h e  a x l e s .  Tar was used f o r  l ub r i can t .  3 
The amount of f r e i g h t  which one of t h e s e  wagons c a r r i e d  would vary ,  
of course,  according t o  t h e  t y p e  of merchandise. But t hey  were made t o  
hau l  s i x  thousand pounds o r  more, and they  n i g h t  be loaded w i t h  t e n  
thousand pounds. 4 
1 Chandless,  op. c i t . .  20. 
2 Rolfe ,  o . c l t . ,  281. 
3 Eugene b, The Indian  War of 1864. Bein a Fragment of t h e  Early sB His tory  of Kansas, ~ e b r a s k a ~ o ~ r ~  - an  ~ ~ o m ~ n ' ~ a l ~ ) ,  
p, Fe-op. c i t . ,  24. 
4 Nebraska C i t y  News, A p r i l  14, 1860; Sydenham, op. c i t . ,  166; Cox, %. 
--
tit., 75. 
-
28 
The b m s  of t h e  wagon-box were covered by heavy canvass or  by sev- 
e r a l  s h e e t s  of aucking such a s  used i n  army t e n t s .  This  gave a s a t i s -  
f a c t o r y  p ro tec t ion  from r a i n  t o  t h e  con ten t s  of t h e  wagon. 5 
A fu l l - f l edged  t r a i n  f o r  c ross ing  t h e  p l a i n s  was made up of twenty- 
f i v e  t o  twenty-six wagons, o r  a s  sometimes s t a t e d  twenty-five wagons 
and one mess. A t  t imes  t h e r e  was a l s o  a  reserve  mess wagon. There 
might be one or  more provision wagons, an o f f i c e  wagon, and a  workshop 
wagon. The l a s t  named u n i t  was s tocked with c o i l s  of rope, e x t r a  t i r e s ,  
jacks,  p u l l e y s ,  wheels, spokes, i r o n  bars ,  and very o f t en  a  small forge .  
A bv-enty-five wagon t r a i n  was c a l l e d  a  "bul l  o u t f i t " .  A t r a i n  of l e s s  
than  t h i s  number of wagons was simply an "ou t f i t " .  There m r e  many out- 
f i t s  of t h r e e ,  fou r ,  e i g h t ,  t e n ,  and f i f t e e n  wagons. And t h e r e  were 
t r a i n s  of t h i r t y ,  f o r t y ,  fifty and a  hundred wagons. A f o r t y  wagon t r a i n  
i n  s ing le  f i l e  would s t r e t c h  over a mile of t h e  t r a i l .  6 
Oxen, mules, and horses  were used f o r  " t r a i n  pmer".  A conservat ive 
es t imate  s t a t e s  t h a t  f i l l y  three-fourths of t h e  f 'reight t r a f s i c  was with 
oxen. Kost a l l  f r e i g h t i n g  by p r i v a t e  ind iv idua l s  was done wi th  ox 
teams. 7 
Oxen, though slow, were always r e l i a b l e ,  and were t h e  s u r e s t  and 
cheapest power, e s p e c i a l l y  fo r  long t r i p s .  The t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of dead 
weight such a s  mining and o ther  machinery, s toves,  hardware, and s a l t  
was done a l m o s ~  always by oxen. Mules were next t o  oxen f o r  wagon power. 
Horses had t h i r d  p lace ;  they  might be used f o r  a  l i g h t  mess wagon. But 
5 Majors, c i t . ,  102; Rolfe, o  . c i t . ,  281. 
6 Root and ??--I onne l e y  c i t  . , &; Chandless , o p  i t ,  15, 20; 
c i t . ,  $2--ajors, op, .ci i .  . 102; 00 e r ,  p,  c i t  ., 
: ; tf ; ; lhP. c i t . ,  190; Young, op c  t., 20.29; Barna, op. c i t . .  
198, 
7 Root and Connelley, op. c i t . ,  304; B r a t t ,  op. c i t . ,  50; Ware, 2. 
c i t . ,  140. 
-
hor ses  d i d  have a p a r t  w i t h  t h e  t r a i n  a s  s h a l l  be seen l a t e r .  Mules were 
nuch f a s t e r  t han  oxen, and t h e r e f o r e  had some advantages over them f o r  
t r a i n s  c a r r y i n g  f l o u r ,  sugar ,  bacon, g r o c e r i e s ,  c lo th ing  and dry-goods. 8 
Oxen ga thered  t h e i r  l i v i n g  e n t i r e l y  f r cnn  t h e  p r a i r i e .  Feed had t o  
be t r m s p o r t e d  f o r  ho r ses  and mules,  but  c a t t l e  would becane s t ronger  
and f a t t e r  during a  summer spent  on t h e  t r a i l .  They might come out of 
t h e  win te r  npoor and scrawny", bu t  would r e t u r n  t o  it " f a t  and hear ty"  
a t  t he  c l o s e  of t h e  f r e i g h t i n g  season. I f  d r iven  proper ly ,  oxen would 
t r a v e l  2,000 mi l e s  dur ing  one season, or  a n  equiva len t  of making two 
round t r i p s  t o  Denver from t h e  Missouri River. It i s  assumed t h e  wagons 
would be empty on t h e  r e t u r n  tr ipe9 More w i l l  be presented  on the  sub- 
j e c t  of f e e d  i n  another  chapter .  
Three c l a s s e s  of oxen made up each wagon's team, namely: The wheel- 
e r s  o r  po le  oxen; t h e  swing c a t t l e  or po in t e r s ;  and t h e  leaders .  lo The 
wneelers  m d  l e a d e r s  mm usua11y o ld  "veterans" t h a t  he.d brea thed  t h e  
smoke of t h e  t r a i l  on many a t r e k .  The swing c a t t l e  were more o r  l e s s  
w i l d  according t o  t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  'breaking1 a t  t h e  base. The team 
might be composed of n a t i v e  c a t t l e  w i t h  some Cherokee and Texas long- 
11 horns. 
The Texas s t e e r  made the b e s t  l eade r  when proper ly  broken. He would 
8 Root and Connelley, op. c i t . ,  304; Majors, op. c i t . ,  103; Clarke, 
OD. c i c . ,  300. 
9 &%ZTBowles, Across the Continent ( ~ p r i n g ~ i e l d ,  1865),  p. 15; 
c i t 7 . -  Majors, op: oit. , 
10 Hooker, op ., 30; B r a t t ,  o  
11 Barns, o m ,  198; Young, 4" Bratt, op. c i t . ,  62; 
* A n  a c c o m t h e  f r e i g h t i n g  on e  Santa  Fe trail-side t h e  
scope of t h i s  t h e s i s ;  bu t  j u s t  a t  this po in t  i - t  i s  of i n t e r e s t  t o  
no te  how t h e  wanon teams were made up on t h a t  route .  The f o l l m -  
i n g  quo ta t ion  ii from James F. ~ e l i n e ,  - Two Thousand Miles on Horse- 
---
back ( ~ e w  York, 1867),  p. 3: "They a r e  remarkable, each wagon 
€GG c o n s i s t i n n  of Ten yoke of f i n e  oxen, s e l e c t e d  and ar ranged  
n o t  only f o r  &awing bu t  f o r  p i c t o r i a l  e f f e c t ,  i n  s e t s  of  twenty, 
e i t h e r  a l l  b lack ,  a l l .  wh i t e ,  a l l  spo t t ed ,  o r  otherwise marked 
uniformly . 'I 
ho ld  h i s  head high;  he was quick on h i s  f e e t ,  and w i t 5  h i s  l i ~ h t  and 
t a p e r i n g  body and c l ean  c u t  limbs could run l i k e  a  horse.  1 2  
S t e e r s  were not  t h e  only c l a s s  of c a t t l e  used. Cows were sometimes 
put  i n t o  yoke, and they  d i d  good work. One f r e i g h t e r  has  w r i t t e n :  "I 
never saw a l a z y  cow i n  t h e  yoke, but  I have seen h o r r i b l y  l a z y  s teers ."13 
The nunber of yoke of oxen t o  a wagon va r i ed  wi th  d i f f e r e n t  f r e i g h t -  
3 r s .  One might use f i v e  yoke, another  s i x ,  another  t e n ,  and even twelve 
yoke t o  a wagon ware used by some. But s i x  yoke was , t h e  customary num- 
b e r ,  twelve oxen t o  a team, 1 4  
The wise f r e i g h t e r  would send or t a k e  wi th  h i s  t r a i n  s eve ra l  e x t r a  
c ~ t t l e .  In case  of lameness o r  acc ident  t o  an animal on a  team an e x t r a  
would be used and no delay on t h e  t r a i l  was oocasioned. An e n t i r e  cat-  
t l e  t r a i n  would number from 320 t o  330 animals ,  i nc lud ing  e-xtras. 1 5  
S i x  span of mules were o f t e n  used t o  a  wagon, but  t h e  more common 
number was four .  A wagon team of mules was dr iven  wi th  one l i n e .  16 
There was a d r i v e r  t o  each team, and only a  case  of i l l n e s s  i n  a  
t r a i n  would r e q u i r e  one d r i v e r  t o  handle two teams. It  needs no 
s t r e t c h  of irnaginacion t o  see t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  t h a t  was encountered i n  
such circumstances.  For under normal cond i t i ons ,  it requ i r ed  t h e  con- 
s t a n t  a t t e n t i o n  of a d r i v e r  t o  manage one team. Some t r a i n s  c a r r i e d  
e x t r a  teamsters .  17  
12 Rol fe ,  o  . c i t . ,  282. 
1 3  T. K. *Freighting t o  Denver," i n  Proceedings and Col l ec t ions  
-
of' t h e  Nebraska S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  (Lincoln,  1m) , Second 
Z r E ,  V, 256. -
1 4  Frederick R. Beohdolt, Giants  of t h e  Old West ( ~ e w  York, 1930) ,  p. 
208; Sydenham, op. c i t  .,166; ~ n t i e y ~ p ~ t . ,  47; Chandle ss ,  %. 
c i t . ,  19; Majors, ; ;~,ci t . ,  102. 
15  m o r s ,  OD. c i . t .  . 
16 ~ent ley , -  c l t . ,  - 47. 
17 B r a t t ,  -- o p k  59; Sydenham, op. c i t . ,  166. 
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During t h i s  pe r iod  it was common p r a c t i c e  t o  have but  one wagon t o  
each team. T r a i l  wagons d i d  come i n t o  more gene ra l  u s e ,  however, a t  a 
1ar;er per iod.  The t r a i l  wagon system meant t n e  use of more than  one 
wagon, perhaps bvo o r  t h r e e  coupled t o g e t h e r ,  and drawn by one team. 18 
A c e r t a i n  degree of order  was maintained by t h e  t r a i n  i n  motion. 
The teams t r a i l e d  each o t h e r  except  i n  t imes  of Indian h o s t i l i t i e s  when 
t h e y  might t r a v e l  two a b r e a s t ,  t h e  roadway permi t t ing .  The l e a d  wagon 
headed t h e  t r a i n ;  t h e  mess wagon brought up t h e  r ea r .  The e x t r a  
ho r ses  and o a t t l e  under t h e  ca re  of  a herder  followed behind t h e  t r a i n .  
Two, t h r e e ,  e i g h t ,  o r  t e n  mi les ,  and perhaps g r e a t e r  d i s t a n c e s ,  sepa- 
r a t e d  t h e  trains a long  t h e  t ra i l .  Keeping out  of t h e  way of' each o t h e r  
avoided t h e  p o s s i b l e  mixing of t h e  cat-cle,  he lped  t o  prevent  stampedes, 
and al lowed f o r  f r e e r  and more adequate  grazing. 19 
Besides t h e  r e p a i r  t o o l s  and e x t r a  wagon p a r t s ,  c a r r i e d  i n  t h e  
workshop wagon when such a u n i t  accompanied a t r a i n ,  ozher supr) l ies  
were provided for .  Strapped t o  t h e  running gear of each wagon was an 
e x t r a  pole  and one o r  two e x t r a  yokes. I n  t h e  same manner were c a r r i e d  
an e x t r a  a x l e  o r  two, f o r  a x l e s  d id  break occas iona l ly  under a heavy 
p u l l  over a rough road. Contrivances f o r  l i f ' t i n g  t h e  wagons always 
made Up p a r t  of t h e  r e p a i r  equipment. 20 
Each wagon had a water  keg fas tened  on t h e  s ide .  This  was "re- 
o 21 f i l l e d  a t  every wa te r ing  p l ace  . 
18 Majors, o c i t . ,  145. 
19 Ibid.; C f;- a r , e ,  op. c i t . ,  300; Bechdolt ,  op. c i t . ,  210; Hooker, 
A chip sack hung on a hook a t  t h e  s ide  of' t h e  wagon box. During t h e  
day t h e  d r i v e r  f i l l e d  t h i s   wit?^ buffalo and cow chips which were used f o r  
t h e  camp f i r e .  On t h e  r ea r  a x l e  hung t h e  t a r  bucket. 22 
A t r a i n  could n o t  move without  a crew. A crew, indeed it nad. What 
glamour and what c o l o r  t h e r e  may have been i n  those  f r e i g h t i n g  days, 
glamour and color  t h a t  reaches dawn t o  this modern t ime,  was c rea ted  by 
t h e  men h o  were t h e  l i f e ,  the soul ,  and t h e  s p i r i t  of t h e  e n t e r p r i s e .  
It was c rea ted  by t h e  men who bravely faced t h e  t o i l ,  hardships  and dan- 
g e r s  on an overland f r e i g h t - t r a i n  on an  overland p r a i r i e  t r a i l .  
F i r s t  in order  of t h e  trainmen s tood t h e  wagon-master, o r  wagon- 
boss. Other names were given t o  t h i s  o f f i c i a l ,  such a s ,  manager, cap- 
t a i n ,  t r a in -boss ,  and "bull-wagon1' boss. But w i t h a l  t h e  wagon-master 
was a shrewd, wiry f r ~ n - t i e r m a n . ~ ~  H i s  work w i l l  be described present-  
ly .  
Next i n  l i n e  cane t h e  a s s i s t a n t  wagon-master, and t h e  commissary. 
The work of t h e  l a t t e r  was t o  manage t h e  f i n a n c i a l  a f f a i r s  of t h e  t r a i n ,  
t o  look a f t e r  some of t h e  i n t e r n a l  arrangements, and t o  i s s u e  provisions.  
Not a l l  t r a i n s  c a r r i e d  a commissary. Generally t h e  wagon-boss served 
24 a l s o  i n  t h e  capaci ty  of commissary. 
Then t h e r e  were t h e  d r i v e r s  o r  teamsters  who were most commonly 
known a s  "Bull Whackerst'. An account of  t h i s  important group and of  
o the r  personnel  w i l l  be given g r e a t e r  space l a t e r  i n  t h i s  and i n  t h e  
fol lowing chapter .  o t h e r  members of t h e  crew included t h e  cook, herds- 
22 Ware, op. c i t . ,  140; Cox, o tit., 75. 
23 Bruffey, 26; H u l k p .  c i t . ,  190; Barns, op. c i t . ,  200; 
300; Cox, op. -575. 
-- 
24 Chandless, op. c i t . ,  14, 15. 
men, e x t r a  d r i v e r s ,  and t h e  messenger. The work of t h e  messenger was 
one of g rea t  p e r i l  and danger,  f o r  he o f t e n  t r a v e l l e d  alone.  Back and 
f o r t h  between t h e  wagon t r a i n s  i n  t h e i r  journey a c r o s s  t h e  open p r a i r i e s ,  
he c a r r i e d  d i spa t ches  and f u l f i l l e d  h i s  e r rands ,  25 
One of' t h e  l a d s  t h a t  rode t h e  t r a i l  of those  days a s  messenger boy 
was " ~ i t t l e  B i l l  Codyn. He l a t e r  became " B i l l  Cody t h e  Wagon-mastern. 26 
The wagon-master had complete c o n t r o l  of t h e  t r a i n ,  His work w-as 
strenuous.  x i s  word was law; once on t h e  t r a i l  t h e  t r a in -boss  was per- 
m i t t e d  t o  use any measure t o  enforce h i s  orders .  He c a r r i e d  a revolver  
or  two and t h e s e  s e t t l e d  any and a l l  d i sputes .  The wagon-masterls t a s k  
might be l i kened  t o  t h a t  of a s h i p ' s  cap ta in .  His  commands were t o  be 
obeyed and t h i s  on a moment's n o t i c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  h o s t i l e  Indian t e r -  
25  Nebraska C i t  News, May 14, 1859; aa rns ,  op. c i t . ,  198; Majors, 2. 
c i t . ,  102-10 3 ,243, I 
26 mars, 243-244,245. This  same reference  inc ludes  t h e  
account: ". . ,a handsome, wiry l i t t l e  l a d  came 
t o  me, accompanied by h i s  good mother, and s a i d  t h a t  he had her per- 
mission t o  t a k e  a p o s i t i o n  under me a s  a messenger boy. I gave him 
t h e  p l ace ,  ..he had t o  s ign  t h e  pay- ro l l  each month by making t h e  
s ign  of a c r o s s ,  h i s  mark. He drew a man's pay,'and earned every 
d o l l a r  of it, 
1 )  He always had h i s  mother come t o  g e t  h i s  pay, 8nd when one 
day he was t o l d  by t h e  paymaster t o  came and 'make h i s  mark and 
ge t  h i s  money1, h i s  f ace  f lushed  a s  he saw t e a r s  come i n t o  h i s  
mother 's  eyes and heard  her low u t t e r e d  words: 
0 h ,  i l i e  i f  you would only l e a r n  t o  w r i t e ,  how happy I 
would be.' 
"Educational advantages i n  t hose  e h r l y  days were crude i n  t h e  
extreme, and L i t t l e  B i l l y ' s  chances t o  acqu i r e  knowledge were few, 
but from t h a t  day, when he saw t h e  t e a r s  i n  h i s  mother 's  eyes a t  
h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  w r i t e  h i s  name, ne began t o  study hard and t o  
l e a r n  t o  wr i te . .  , 
I t  
. . . h i s  acqu i r ing  t h e  a r t  of' penmanship got him i n t o  heaps of 
t r o u b l e ,  a s  ' W i l l  Cody,' ' L i t t l e  B i l l y , '  B i l l y  t h e  Boy Messenger,' 
and 'Plil l iam Frede r i c  Cody' were writ.cen w i t h  t h e  burnt  end of' a 
s t i c k  upon t e n t s ,  wagon-covers, and a l l  tempting p l aces ,  while  he 
carved upon wagon-body, ox-yoke, and where he could f i n d  s u i t a b l e  
wood f o r  h i s  pen-knife t o  c u t  i n t o ,  t h e  name he would one day make 
famous . " 
r i t o r y  .27 An enumerat ion o f  t h e  d u t i e s  of  a  wagon-master would i n c l u d e  
t h e  s e l e c t i n g  of c m p  s i t e s ,  t h e  choosing o f  w a t e r i n g  p l a c e s ,  d i r e c t -  
i n g  t h e  formazion of t h e  c o r r a l ,  s u p e r v i s i n g  t h e  h e r d i n g ,  g i v i n g  t h e  
yok ing  and d r i v i n g  o r d e r s ,  t h e  i n s p e c t i n g  o f  r i v e r  and s t r e a m  c r o s s i n g s ,  
t h e  l o c a t i n g  o f  f e e d i n g  grounds and t h e  shoeing o f  t h e  c a t t l e  when t h e  
wagoners cou ld  n o t  do it, 28 
To s u c c e s s f u l l y  d i s c h a r g e  such r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  c a r e ,  s k i l l  and 
judgment were r e q u i r e d .  The l o c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  camp shou ld  be found on 
h i g h  ground n o t  t o o  c l o s e  t o  t i m b e r ,  brush,  r i v e r  o r  c r e e k ,  o r  t o o  n e a r  
t o  "sudden h i l l s  o r  d e p r e s s i a n s  in a d j o i n i n g  ground". Such l o c a t i o n s  
h e l p e d  L O  a v o i d  any ambush by t h e  Ind ians .  In o r d e r  t o  accomplish  t h i s  
work t h e  wagon-boss must r i d e  ahead o f  t h e  t r a i n ,  "1t was a  dangerous  
t a s k "  when r e d s k i n s  were  on t h e  war-path,  and t h e  t r a i n  boss  d i d  ef'f'ect 
o f t e n  a h a s t y  r e t r e a t  t o  h i s  wagons. Some of t n e s e  m a s t e r s  became 
s k i l l e d  w a r r i o r s .  2 9  
The wagon-boss and t h e  a s s i s t a n t  wagon-boss were g e n e r a l v  nounted 
on s u r e ,  f a s t  a n i m a l s ,  Mules were used a s  a  r u l e ,  b u t  h o r s e s  and broncho 
p o n i e s  oftentimes were s u p p l i e d ,  3 0 
The work of t h e  a s s i s t a n t  wagon-boss was t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s  o f  h i s  c h i e f .  He would r i d e  a t  one end  o f  t h e  t r a i n ,  % i i e  t h e  
m a s t e r  mas a t  t h e  o t h e r , .  . n31  
D i s c i p l i n e  h e l d  an impor tan t  p l a c e  i n  t h e  management of a t r a i n  crew. 
I f  t h e  men would n o t  c o o p e r a t e ,  d i m i s  s a l  became t h e  c e r t a i n  reward. 3 2 
27 B e n t l e y ,  op. c i t . ,  47-48; Majors ,  o  . c i t . ,  104; Sydenham, op. c i t . ,  
1 ;  Jarns, op. c i t . ,  202; Young, b., 19;  'dare, op. c i t . , ,  141. 
28 Chandless ,  op. c i t . ,  14; Barns ,  op. c i t . ,  199,201. 
29 B r a t t ,  op. c i t . ,  54; Barns ,  op. c i t . ,  200, 203; Bechdol t ,  op. c i t . ,  
209. 
30 R o l f e ,  op, c i t . ,  282; Barns ,  op. c i t e ,  200; Cox, op* tits, 750 
3 1  Majors ,  op. c i t . ,  104-105. 
32 Sydenham, op. c i t . ,  170; Chandless ,  op. c i t . ,  32. 
Constant guarding a g a i n s t  t h e f t  was one of t h e  n a i n  d u t i e s  of t h e  mas- 
ter.33 It was not  an unknown t h i n g  f o r  a d i sg run t l ed  d r i v e r  t o  have 
at tempted an  escape from t h e  t r a i n  by s t e a l i n g  a mule t o  r i d e .  9ne such 
'would-be t h i e f  soon found himself t i e d  t o  a wagon.34 On one occasion 
it became necessary  f o r  a wagon-master t o  c rush  a "bul l  whacker" r e v o l t  
a t  t h e  p o i n t  of a gun. A bunch of toughs  had go t t en  i n t o  t h e  t r a i n  a s  
d r i v e r s  and when near  t h e  end of a westward journey planned t o  d e s e r t  
and s t r and  t h e  o u t f i t .  The r e b e l l i o n  once subdued no more t r o u b l e  took 
p lace ;  and t h e  t e a n s t e r s  continued their  f a v o r i t e  song, "I am bound f o r  
C a l i f o r n i a  w i t h  my banjo on qy No coward could liave he ld  f o r  
long  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of wazm-master. 36 
There were  good and bad t r a i n  bosses. Some were severe and abusive,  
and a mutinous s p i r i t  was repea ted ly  t h e  r e s u l t  of ill harmony between 
t eams te r s  and maste'rs. But many were k ind  and cons ide ra t e ,  o f ten t imes  
r i s k i n g  t h e i r  l i v e s  f o r  t h e  men and t h e  proper ty  i n  t h e i r  c a r e ,  and 
"doing a n  almost i n c r e d i b l e  amount 'af work". 3 7 
Of one successful wagon-master it i s  recorded: 
tt He had always a ' k i n d  word f o r  t hose  who were s i ck ,  and a 
joke o r  two f o r  t h e  r e s t ,  and a way of keeping men t o  work by a 
t r u t h  s a i d  i n  j e s t .  ' I t ' s  no affair of mine' ,  he'd say, when we 
were i n  Indian  c o u n t r y , . t i f  you l o s e  t h e  c a t t l e ,  t h e y ' r e  n o t  my 
c a t t l e ,  only y o u t l l  be l e f t  he re  t o  s ta rve .  I ' ve  powder and 
l ead ,  and my r i f l e ,  and can ge t  back a t  any t ime; '  and so he  
got  work done, when r a t i n g  might have fai led."38 
33 Ware, op. c i t . ,  141. 
3 4  Chandless, op. c i t . ,  26-27. 
35 Barns, op. -05-206. 
36 Bentley,  op. c i t . ,  47-48. 
37 Sydenham, op. c ~ t . ,  170; B r a t t ,  op. c i t . ,  59-60; Chandless, op. c i t . ,  
14. 
38 Chandless,  op. c i t . ,  14. 
Dr ive r s  on t h e  ox team t r a i n s  rece ived  "the euphonious name of 
'Bu l l  ' r~hacl:ers '"~9 Dr ivers  of mule teams were known a s  ~ u l e - ~ k i n n e r s . ~  
These men may have been given no h igh  r a t i n g  i n  t h e  a r i s t o c r a c y  of f r o n t -  
n 41 i e r  ~ ' soc ia ldomw,  but  they  had, n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a "pride of prof 'ession . 
Whether t hey  f i g u r e d  on t h e  l i s t  of t h e  e l i t e  it d i d  n o t  mat te r ;  t h e y  
were t o o  busy performing t h e i r  t a s k s ,  t a s k s  h i o h  would be recorded 
l a t e r  i n  t h e i r  coun t ry ' s  h i s to ry .  
The age of t h e  men ranged from twenty t o  f o r t y - f i v e  years.42 They 
were "as  rough and wild-looking as t h e i r  teamsn b u t  l e s s  
The wi ldness  of t h e  d r i v e r ' s  appearance was produoed, f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  
by h i s  unkempt e x t e r i o r .  One wore a huge beard of such l eng th  as t o  
reach "half-way d m  h i s  ches t "  except  when f a s t e n e d  up .by ha i rp ins .  44 
The "bu l l  whackert' had h i s  own s t y l e  of d re s s .  9e  wore a broad 
brimmed ha t  which u s u a l l y  had some s t r a n g e  device a t tached  t o  t h e  
crown.45 The f l a n n e l  s h i r t s  were b r i g h t  r ed  and b l u e  i n  t h e  
p a n t s  ran  down t h e  i n s i d e  of heavy, high-legged boots ,  and s t i c k i n g  in -  
t o  t h e  t o p  of one of these  would be a shea th  o r  b d e - k n i f e .  The h i f e  
might be s tuck  under t h e  b e l t ,  per  choice. A w e l l - f i t t e d  b e l t  of c a r t -  
r i d g e s  e n c i r c l e d  t h e  wa i s t  from which hung one o r  two l a r g e  ' c o l t  type'47 
revo lve r s  always i n  t r i m . *  Aside from t h e  heavy p i s t o l  a t  t h e  h i p  
a s h o t o  gun o r  r i f l e  made up t h e  balance of t h e  "bul l  whackerts"  
ordnance. 49 O f  course,  if m e t a l l i c  c a r t r i d g e s  were n o t  used a povrder 
Cox, op. c i t . ,  75; Barns, op. c i t . ,  198. 
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P e l z e r ,  op. c i t . ,  144. 
Chandless, 
COX, OD. c i t . ,  
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B r a t t ,  op. c i t . ,  51. 
Rolfe ,  op. c i t . ,  282; Sydenham, op. c i t . ,  166. 
f l a s k ,  cap box, and b u l l e t  box inc reased  t h e  necessary equipment. The 
men moulded t h e i r  own b u l l e t s .  50 S u f f i c i e n t  "ammunition f o r  t h e  ex- 
i genc ie s  of t h e  t r ipt '  made up p a r t  of t he  supp l i e s  of t h e  t r a i n .  5 1 
The ve ry  symbol of t h e  "bu l l  whackerl' was h i s  huge whip, f o r  it 
i s  t h e  w-hip t h a t  gave t h e  "bu l l  nhacker" h i s  name. It became an  in-  
separable  p a r t  of himself and of h i s  job. The stock of t h e  "persuadern 
measured from e ighteen  inches  t o  t h r e e  f e e t  i n  length ;  t h e  l a s h  contain-  
ed from f i f t e e n  t o  t h i r t y  f e e t  of braided rawhide wnich t ape red  from a 
th i ckness  of s eve ra l  i nches  i n  circumference s i x  f e e t  from t h e  s tock t o  
a  "ribbon l i k e  thong" near  t h e  end on which was f a s t ened  t h e  buckskin 
popper. An e x t r a  supply of buckskin t o  r e p a i r  t h e  lash  and t o  make new 
popDers found place i n  t h e  l " b u l l  whackerls"  o u t f i t .  52 
One prominent f r e i g h t i n g  f i r m  provided each man with  a  pocket 
Bible and 7p-m Book. These were hoped t o  provide "p ro t ec t ion  a g a i n s t  
11 53 moral contamination , 
The e n t i r e  o u t f i t  of a  d r i v e r  c o s t  from t h i r t y  t o  f i f ' t y  do l l a r s .  54 
Every man .needed a p a i r  of blankets ,55 and t o  each were i s s u e d  two 
f i r s t  c l a s s  heavy b l anke t s  "such a s  does one good t o  look a t  i n  co ld  
weather". S t e a l i n g  ano the r1  s blankets  was considered a  shameful t r i c k ,  
bu t  no t  dishonesty;  f o r  t h e y  were t h e  ~ r o p e r t y  of t h e  f re i&hter ,  t h e  men 
having simply t h e  use of them. ' The "bu l l  whackera" usea v a r i o u s  methods 
t o  guard a g a i n s t  l o s s  of' t h e i r  b lankets .  Marking wi th  th read  became use- 
50 Marvin, op. c i t . ,  229. 
51 Sydenharn, p t ,  166. 
52 John Xearnes e raskan Recal ls  T h r i l l i n g  Days a s  Bull  Vbhacker on 
Early Freighter1 '  i n  Lincoln Sunday J o u r n ~ l  and S t a r ,  J a n u ~ r y  17 ,  
1937: Bechdolt ,  op. c i t . ,  Z O ~  X o l f e , o T c i F ; ;  283; B r a t t ,  2. 
c l t . ,  51. 
53 m r a s k a  News, February 27, 1858; Cox, op. c i t . ,  75. 
-54 hlarvin, op. c i t . ,  229. 
55 Ib id .  
-
l e s s ,  f o r  it cou ld  be t o o  c o n v e n i e n t l y  p u l l e d  o u t .  Rubbing gunpowder 
i n t o  t h e  b l a n k e t  a n 2  t h e n  i g n i t i n g  i t  proved a s u r e  method i n  marking,  
f o r  it was a lmos t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  a l t e r a t e  such a  brand. Another p l a n  
c o n s i s t e d  of c u t t i n g  out a d e s i g n  from a c o r n e r ,  keep ing  t n e  p i e c e  t h u s  
removed f o r  i d e n t i f i c a ~ i o n . ' ~  
The v i g o r o u s  ou tdoor  l i f e  of t h e  t r a i n m e n  he lped  t o  keep them f r e s h  
and fill of h e a l t h .  S i c k n e s s  was a  r a r e  e x c e p t i o n ;  it was no t  t h e  r u l e .  
There were  t i m e s ,  t o  be s u r e ,  when t h e  d r e a d f u l  c h o l e r a  might v i s i t  a 
t r a i n  and b e f o r e  whose a t t a c k s  b u t  few men escaped.  But a l l  i n  a l l  t h e  
t e a m s t e r s  on t h e  p l a i n s  en joyed  a  h e a l t h  as good a s  t h a t  enjoyed by any 
group of men l a b o r i n g  any o t h e r  p lace .  They were s t r o n g ,  a c t i v e ,  and  
r o b u s t ,  "good s h o t s ,  and ready  f o r  any emergency", even t o  a round 
w i t h  h o s t i l e  r e d s k i n s .  57 
One contemporary p l a c e d  t h e  " b u l l  whackerst '  i n  a  t r i p l e  c a t e g o r y ,  
namely: few good, some medium, ochers  v e r y  bad.58 Other  c o n c e m ~ o r a r i e s  
were even more e x p r e s s i v e  i n  t h e i r  d e s c r i p t i o n  of' t h o s e  men w i t h  t h e  
s h o o t i n g - i r o n s ,  t h e  l o n e  ~ r h i p s  an6 l a r i a t s :  "...mosi; of them, i g n o r a n t  
and ready  t o  f i g h t  a t  t h e  l e a s t  provocat ion. .  . .and I ' v e  seen  mule- 
d r i v e r s  t h a t  looked f a r  l e s s  i n t e l l i g e n t  t h a n  t h e  much abused mule..." 
b u t  a d d s ,  "...not a l l  s o ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  bu t  o c c a s i o n a l l y .  n59 "...the 
t o u g h e s t  i n d i v i d u a l s  on e a r t h ,  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  b u l l  whackers ,  who, 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  own minds,  were  v e r y  impor tan t  personages .  T h e i r  
56 Chandless ,  o  c i t . ,  10,17. 
57 Majors ,  op.+103; Bratt, op. c i t . ,  56. 
58 B r a t t ,  op. c l t . ,  52. 
59 Bent ley ,  op. c i t . ,  48. 
good q u a l i t i e s  mere few... Many were " . . .genteel  sharks ,  p l e n t y  of 
d i s k e y  ."61 But Mr. a ruf feyg2 cmoinues :  " f i n e ,  p l easan t  boy com- 
panions" they  were. 
While some c antemporary w r i t e r s ,  "bu l l  whackers" themselves,  have 
por t rayed  t h u s  t h e  d r i v e r s  of t h e  overland f r e i g h t  wagons, o the r  con- 
temporary w r i t e r s ,  themselves " b u l l  whackers", a r e  more c h a r i t a b l e ,  
even unto  p r a i s e .  "...we were a  j o l l y  s e t  of fe l lows ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when 
we had t h e  r i g h t  k ind  of a  boss ,  but  it was no t  always sunshine and 
p leasure .  We were o f t e n  ca l l ed  upon t o  w i tnes s  su f f e r ing  and death."63 
"Idany of them were i ' inely educated; some of them graduates  of e a s t e r n  
c o l l e g e s ,  and most gene ra l ly  t h e i r  h e a r t s  w-ere 2s l a rge  as t h e  h e a r t s  
of t h e  oxen they  drove, 1t64 
A " b u l l  whacler" would go any length  t o  a i d  a companion i n  t r o u b l e ;  
h i s  gene ros i ty  was ou ts tanding  t o  a  f a u l t ,  and although s k i l l e d  i n  t h e  
a r t  of enduring hardship  and su f f e r ing  he was "as  gen t l e  a s  a  v?omantl 
toward those  of h i s  number who might be ill or  in jured .  Tough and wi ld  
looking a s  he was, beneath t h e  coa r se ,  rough e x t e r i o r  l i v e d  a  noble man. 6  5 
60 Young, op, c i t . ,  25. 
61 Bruffey, op. c i t . ,  19; Mr. Riegel ,  op. c i t . ,  424, p a i n t s  a v i v i d  word 
p i c su re  of a  no to r ious  c h a r a c t e r  of t hose  days: "...Calamity Jane  
(Idartha Jane  Canary), t h e  b e s t  huwn womm on t h e  p l a i n s  dur ing  t h e  
'60s and l a z e r .  Big, coa r se ,  s t rong ,  vu lga r ,  lewd, promiscuous, she 
had t o  have a l l  t h e s e  t r a i t s  i n  noble propor t ions  t o  a t t a i n  promi- 
nence i n  an  age -;:hen such c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  were common. b1ost o f  t h e  
t ime she wore men's c l o t h e s  and a s s o c i a t e d  e n t i r e l y  w i t h  men, doing 
n e a r l y  evs ry th ing  t h a t  t hey  d id  and some t h a t  t hey  d i d n ' t .  She could 
swear wi th   he b e s t ,  chew a s i z a b l e  plug of tobacco,  ar,d dr ink  most 
men under t h e  t a b l e .  Probably a t  one t ime she drove f o r  Russe l l ,  
Majors and :Taddell a s  a  ' b u l l  -xhackerF1" 
62 Ib id .  
63 P o r t e r  l$~ddo;x, "Fre ight ing  ~ e m i n i s c e n c e s "  i n  Proceedin s  and Collec- 
t i o n s  of t h e  Nebraska S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t d  TSb27- 
S e c o n d T e r i e s ,  V, 296'. -
64 Cox, op. c i t . ,  76. 
65 I b i d ,  
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I n  t h e  bus ines s  of l i f e  on t h e  p l a i n s  a s  i n  any bus iness  t h e r e  were pos i -  
t i o n s  of t r u s t  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a t  t h e  top ,  p o s i t i o n s  gained and h e l d  
by men whose outward appearance and ques t ionable  deportment presented  an  
almost impossible  s i t uaz ion .  6 6 
From t h e  pen of one contemporary, n o t  a teamster  bu t  one who had by 
h i s  cons t an t  con tac t  w i t h  thousands of trainmen an oppor tuni ty  t o  know by 
personal  observa t ion ,  comes t h i s  testimony: 
They were ". . .a c lass . .  . t ha t  l i k e d  fun, enjoyed freedom, des- 
p i s e d  luxury,  and took  no n o t e  of danger o r  p r iva t ion ;  and t h e y  
were no t  of t h e  dumb and s t u p i d  c l a s s  of soc ie ty .  Many were edu- 
ca t ed ,  some of them were gif'ted."67 
Their's was a rough l i f e ,  a ha rd  l i f e ,  a dangerous l i f e ,  and w i t h a l  
a romantic l i f e .  They f i l l  a p l a c e  i n  h i s t o r y  t h a t  i s  due t o  t hose  who 
dared t o  venture ,  who dared t o  r i s k ,  who dared  t o  fight, who dared t o  
d i e  t h a t  by so doing they  might eve r  guide, ever  urge, and ever  po in t  
a n  overland t r a i n  prair ievmrd.  
66 Barns, op. c i t . ,  206. 
67 Ware, op. c i t . ,  142. 
CHAPTER I V  
Living on t h e  T r a i l  
Slow progress  was made on t h e  t r a i l  t h e  f i r s t  day out  from t h e  
f r e i g h t i n g  base. Some l a s t  minute branding and yoking of unbroken 
s t e e r s  might de lay  an e a r l y  s t a r t . '  Although seve ra l  days had been 
spent  i n  taming most of t h e  wi ld  c a t t l e ,  t h e  men had p l en ty  of t roub-  
l e  t o  gvt a t r a i n  of wagons under way a t  t h e  beginning of a journey. 
The t r a i n  on which Mr. B r a t t  bull-whacked had two wagon u p s e t s  t h e  
f i r s t  day out and when n igh t  came only a mile  of t h e  t r a i l  had been 
covered. 2 
One " b u l l  whacker1s" f i r s t  a t tempt  a t  d r iv ing  ended i n  a l ud i -  
crous f a i l u r e ;  it ended, " in  f a c t ,  i n  a double knot ,  every s t e e r  hav- 
i ng  i t s  f e o t  aver  every cha in ,  and most of t h e  yokes tu rned  upside 
d m .  "3 
Good headway on t h e  road depended much on t h e  a b i l i t y  and experi-  
ence of t h e  wagon-master; and t h e  cooperat ion of every man i n  t h e  per-  
formance of h i s  duty a ided  g r e a t l y  in successf 'ully moving t h e  heavy 
t r a i n  along t h e  t r a i l . 4  Under favorable  condi t ions  t e n ,  twelve o r  f i f -  
t e e n  m i l e s  would be made each day. A t  t h e  beginning t h e  d i s t a n c e  was 
more of ten  but  t h r e e ,  f i v e  o r  seven mi l e s  each day.5 If t h e r e  was a 
good s t r e t c h  of road and "a n e c e s s i t y  f o r  r a p i d  novementn t r a i n s  were 
Chandless, op. c i t . ,  2 2 ;  Barns, 
B r a t t ,  op, -3. 
Chandless, op. c i t . ,  22.  
Majors, op. c i t . ,  103. 
Ibid. ;  Young, op. c i t . ,  40. 
-
knm t o  nave t r a v e l e d  twenty m i l e s  a day, bu t  t h i s  was much f ' a s t e r  
t r a v e l i n g  than  could be maintained f o r  any length  of time. On t h e  re -  
t u r n  t r i p s  w i t h  empty wagons t h e  teams could average twenty mi l e s  each 
day and no i n j u r y  would be do- thereby  t o  the animals. 6 
7 
The cond i t i on  of t h e  roads and t h e  heat  governed t h e  speed which 
8 
a t  bes t  was s n a i l - l i k e ,  f o r  t i le pace of t h e  oxen seldom exceeded two 
m i l e s  an hour.' But a l though t h e  movement westwardly was slow, t h e  
t r a i n s  were moving s u r e l y  "on toward t h e  mountains. rt 10 
Most of t h e  f r e i g h t e r s  ran  t h e i r  t r a i n s  seven days i n  t h e  week. On- 
l y  a few gave o rde r s  t o  t h e i r  wagon-masters t o  camp on Sundays. This p l a n .  
was dependent, however, on l o c a t i n g  t h e  cmtp near  good g ra s s  and water ;  
but  gene ra l ly  t h e  wagon-masters managed no t  t o  have t h e i r  t r a i n s  so s i t u -  
a t e d  on Saturday evening and t h u s  evaded t h e  r u l e ,  A day of r e s t  f o r  t h e  
men and animals  had i t s  advantages,  perhaps; f o r  about a s  good t ime was 
made by those who h a l t e d  a s  was made by those  who drove seven days a 
week. But on t h e  o t h e r  hand when a t r a i n  camped f o r  Sunday, t h e r e  was 
not  much r e s t  f o r  t h e  crew; f o r  n e a r l y  always t h e r e  were odd jobs  t o  be 
done o r  i f  r ,ot ,  t h e  day was spent  of tent imes i n  d i s s ipa t ion .  11 
From twenty-eight  t o  fo r ty - f ive  days on t h e  road arere needed t o  put  
a wagon-train from t h e  Missouri River i n t o  Denver. This  was t h e  t ime 
needed f o r  oxen, and t o  cover  he d i s t ence  i n  twenty-eight was f a s t  t r a v e l  
indeed. Yule- trains  covered t h e  same road i n  about t h r e e  weeks t ime.  A 
t r a i n  would spend seventy t o  seventy-five days an t h e  t r a i l  between t h e  
Kissour i  River and s a l t  Lake City. 12 
6 Majors, 
'03* 7 Marvin, op. c l , . ,  228. 
8 Greeley, op. c l t . ,  24. 
9 Chandless. OD. c i t . .  55. 
-
~ l t . ,  
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302; Chandless, op. c i t . ,  16. 
The most customary p l a n  of march was two d r i v e s  each day. l3 ~n ea r -  
l y  morning d r i v e ,  u sua l ly  made before breakfas t ,  ended a t  e i g h t ,  nine-  
t h i r t y  o r  probably t e n  o'clock. If b reak fas t  was taken  f i r s t  t h e  d r i v e  
might extend u n t i l  e leven o tc lock .  But i n  any case  the  morning camp de- 
pended on f eed  and water  f o r  t h e  c a t t l e ,  and t h e  cond i t i on  of t h e  weatner 
and f avorab le  camping grcunds. During t h e  r e s t  per iod  t h e  c a t t l e  were 
unyoked, wacered, and herded on t h e  g r a s s ,  and the  men had c h e i r  f i r s t  
meal of t he  day. 
The s t e e r s  were d r iven  i n t o  t h e  wagon c o r r a l  and yoked f o r  t h e  sec- 
ond d r i v e  a t  about t h r e e  o 'c lock  i n  t h e  afternoon. The time of s t a r t -  
i n g  t n e  second d r ive  was governed, however, by t h e  heat  and weather con- 
d i t i o n s .  Five,  s i x ,  seven, and poss ib ly  e igh t  mi l e s  were t r a v e l e d  dur- 
i n g  each two d a i l y  d r ives ,  l4 Tne oxen suf fered  much from t h e  hea t  of 
t h e  sun during t h e  s m e r ,  and g r e a t  b e n e f i t  came from making e a r l y  morn- 
15 i n g  dr ives .  On t h e  t r a i l  between Julesburg and t h e  1Jorl;h P l a t t e ,  near  
Court souse Rock, t h e  teams had t o  t r a v e l  some f o r t y  mi l e s  ~ r i t h o u t  wa- 
16 t e r .  IT was poss ib l e  t h a t  on t h i s  s t r e t c h  t h e  t r a i n s  moved a t  n igh t  
when t h e  c a t t l e  would t r a v e l  much f a s t e r  t han  by day. Headless b a r r e l s  
were sunk i n  t h e  quiok-sands a t  p l aces  along t h e  P l a t t e  and water  se -  
cured  by t h i s  method. 17 
The wagons r e n t  i n t o  evening camp a t  sundowne18 mehen t h e r e  w a s  
no imredia te  danger of an Indian  a t t a c k  t h e  wagons were s c a t t e r e d  
Rolfe ,  op. cit., 282;  Barns, op. c i t . ,  200; Marvin, op, c i t . ,  228. 
c i t . ,  54,55; Ftarvin, op, !it., 228;  Barns, op. c i t . ,  200. 
Captain =!Ti Ran o  ph B. Marcy, The P r a i r l e  Trave ler  li ~ a n d m r  --Over- 
e d i t e d  by=~= Burton, l?T R. G. S.(London, 
w o n ,  op. c i t . ,  266, 
Clarke, op . c i t  . , 308.  
Young, op. c i t . ,  40. 
o f t e n t i m e s  a l o n c  t h e  t r a i l  a t  g r e a t  d i s t a n c e s  from one ano ther .  The 
f i r s r ;  wagon might reach  camp a n  hour  b e f o r e  t h e  l a s t  wagon would a r r i v e  
and % h a t  hour might change t w i l i g h t  i n t o  dark." The camp f i r e  of' t h e  
l e a d i n g  mess would be k i n d l e d  and t h e  cof'fee vrould be on w h i l e  t h e  l a s t  
wagon was s t i l l  two m i l e s  away. 19 
'When p o s s i b l e  no  two t r a i n s  camped t o g e t h e r ,  f o r  g e n e r a l l y  w a t e r  
and g r a s s  were n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  so  many an imals  a t  one l o c a t i o n .  Al- 
s o  t h e  c o n h s i o n  which would be caused  by t h e  c a t t l e  of t h e  t r a i n s  becom- 
i n g  mixed was t h u s  avoided.20 I t  i s  w e l l  t o  remember h e r e  t h a t  t h e  a n i -  
mals  of two average  s i z e d  t r a i n s  numbered b e t t e r  t h a n  h a l f  a  thousand 
head.  
The c m p i n g  grounds of a f r e i g n t - t r a i n  was e a s i  l jr  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
from t h e  camping grounds of an e m i g r a n t - t r a i n  by t h e  number of c ~ q p  
f i r e  r e m ~ i n s .  The camp f i r e s  of t h e  f r e i g h t i n g  men were "fewer and l a r -  
11 ge r .  A t r a i n  of f o r t y  f r e i g h t  wagons -,rould have no more t h a n  h a l f  a 
dozen f i r e s .  21 
A t  n i g h t  t h e  wagons formed an e n c l o s u r e  which was oblong,  o v a l  o r  
egg shaped. T h i s  e n c l o s e d  space was c a l l e d  a c o r r a l .  22 The word c o r r a l  
comes from t h e  Span ish  language and means a y a r d  o r  a n  e n c l o s u r e  f o r  
l i v e  s tock.  
The making of t h e  c o r r a l  was a g r e a t e r  t a s k  t h a n  one might g e n e r a l -  
l y  t h i n k .  The wagon-master would. r i d e  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  l o c a t i o n  
whicn he had s e l e c t e d  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  f o r  t h e  evening camp. The 
l e a d  team -,trould t u r n  t o  t h e  r i g h t  and make a  l a r g e  h a l f  c i r c l e ;  t h e  sec-  
ond team would t u r n  t o  t h e  l e f t  and make a  l a r g e  h a l f  c i r c l e .  These two 
19 Chandless ,  op. c i t . ,  41. 
20 Majors ,  op. c i t . ,  105. 
21 Chandless ,  op. c i t . ,  37. 
22 Majors ,  op. c i t . ,  102; Ymng, op. c i t . ,  26. 
teams met a t  t h e  f a r t h e r  s i d e  of wnat was t o  be t h e  c o r r a l .  The on corn- 
i n g  teams of t h e  t r a i n  followed t h e  f i r s t  two i n  a l t e r n a t e  order ,  t n e  
t h i r d  team t u r n i n g  r i g h t ,  t h e  f o u r t h  team t u r n i n g  l e f t ,  u n t i l  a l l  t he  
vragons had been d r a ~ n  ilzto one o r  t h e  o ther  of t h e  ha l f  c i r c l e s .  Zach 
wagon on e i t h e r  s ide  was drawn up c l o s e  behind each preceding mragon a n d  
had i t s  i nne r  f r o n t  wheel aga ins t  o r  c l o s e  t o  t h e  outer  r e a r  wheel of 
t h e  preceding iriagon. This  s t y l e  of c o r r a l ,  o r  wagon formation,  had t h e  
wagon p o l e s  o r  tongues of a l l  t h e  wagons turned  ou t s ide .  t o n ~ u e s  
were no t  on t h e  i n s i d e  of t h e  enc losure ,  Should any gaps have been lef't 
between t h e  wheels of t h e  wagons t h e  heavy yoke-chains mere used .to c lo se  
such openings. Thus, t h e  c o r r a l  was made a s o l i d  c a t t l e  yard except f o r  
t h e  one o r  two en t r ances  which were left at t h e  ends. The f i r s t  two 
m g o n s  of t h e  c o r r a l  formation faced each o the r  and were s e t  a t  a  d i s -  
t ance  of some t m n t y  o r  t h i r t y  f e e t  apa r t .  Likewise, an  opening was lef% 
between t h e  l a s t  two wagons which completed t h e  c o r r a l .  Through t h e s e  
gaps che s t e e r s  were dr iven  a t  t ime f o r  yoking and teaming up. They were 
then  d r iven  out of t h e  enc losure  t o  t h e i r  r e s p  c t i v e  wagons. Some 
f r e i g h t e r s  would leave  but one opening, but  whether t h e  c o r r a l  had one 
or  two openings che re  were always heavy l og  cha ins  which c losed  t h e  gaps 
when necessary  . 2 3 
For t h e  f i r s t  t e n  or f i f t e e n  days on t h e  t r ~ i l ,  only t h e  g e n t l e  c a t -  
t l e  were unyoked. The cha ins  were dropped from t h e  yokes of t h o  wi ld  
s t e e r s ,  bu t  t hey  wore t h e i r  harness  u n t i l  some evidence of sub jec t ion  
appeared. W c e r  being unhi tched,  t h e  oxen were d r iven  t o  mater  and then  
23 Cox, op. c i t . ,  75; Tyson, op. c i t . ,  259; B r a t t ,  o  c i t . ,  54-55; 
Marvin, op. c i t . ,  227; Barns, op. c i t . ,  200; Chan l e s s  
15; Young, op. c i t . ,  26; Majors, op. c i t . ,  102, 
% 0 .  c i t . ,  
out  t o  t h e i r  f e e d  on t h e  p r a i r i e .  Each wagon's equ ipnen t  of ox-bovrs, 
c h a i n s ,  and yokes  were p l a c e d  i n s i d e  t h e  c o r r a l  where a l l  was p u t  i n  
o r d e r  f o r  t h e  n e x t  h i t c h i n g  up e x e r c i s e .  24 
'The c o r r a l  s e r v e d  f o r  many purposes .  It was a p l a c e  i n  which t o  
yoke t h e  c a t t l e ;  it was a p l a c e  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  from t h e  s e v e r e  s to rms  
t h a t  o e e n  swept t h e  p r a i r i e s ;  it was a p l a c e  i n t o  which t h e  an imals  
c o u l d  be d r i v e n  h u r r i e d l y  on o c c a s i o n s  o f  danger of a n  Ind ian  a t t a c k .  
':&en such dtlngers did. c h r e a t e n ,  and i;!iey ofcten d i d ,  a l l  was s h e l t e r e d  
w i t h i n  t h e  huge " impravised f o r t . "  A l l  t h e  oxen, a l l  t h e  e x t r a  c a t t l e ,  
a l l  t h e  n i g h t  h e r d e r s f  and wagon-3ossesf h o r s e s  .and mules,  a l l  t h e  
equipment,  and a l l  +he nen found def'ence behind t h e  b i g  wagons t h o t  
-ciere s o l i d l y  cha ined  o r  in;erlocl:ed t o g e t h e r .  2 5 
The I n d i a n s 1  f a v o r i t e  t i n e  of a t t a c k  w a s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  rnorning "when 
t h e  oxen were be ing  yoked," o r  i n  t h e  evening when t h e  t r a i n  was going 
i n t o  camp. A t  t h e s e  tmo p e r i o d s  of t i le  day t h e  t r a i n  men were occupied 
t h e  nos.; and were p r e p a r e d  t h e  l e a s t  f o r  an a t t a c k .  During t h e s e  busy 
h o u r s  t h e  men cook of f  t h e i r  r e v o l v e r s  b u t   laced them wnere t h e y  could, 
e a s i l y  be reached. .  . n 26 
A t r a i n  0 1  t h e  mamouth  whi te- topped wagons i n  c o r r a l  i 'ormat ion pre-  
s e n t e d  "a n o v e l  and i n t e r e s t i n g  appearance.  n 27 
I n s i d e  t h e  wagon c i r c l e  t h e  " b u l l  whackers" nade t h e i r  c m p .  2S Each 
man had s m e  ch '3res  t o  $do. h e  o r  two of each mess g a t b r e d  f i l e l ,  m o t h e r  
2 9 dug t h e  f i r e  t r e n c h ,  aqo'her c a r r i e d  t i le w a t ~ r ;  a l l  d i d  t h e i r  p a r t .  
2 4  Cla rke ,  op. c i t . ,  300; E o l f e ,  op. c i t . ,  282; B r a t t ,  op. c i t . ,  55,55. 
25 Tyson, p . , 259-260; Cox, op. c i t . ,  75; Barns ,  op. c i t . ,  200; 
26 Young, 
27 Nebraska C i t y  News, A p r i l  1 4 ,  1860. 
-28 bechdo 't 211. 
29 Rolfe  ,I: .=;;?. 
t l  
1 e chi: sack T:at bun; on t h e  s i d e  of t h e  wag311 was mentioned ipl  t ' l e  
n ~ e c e d i 2 ;  c h a 3 t e r .  During; zhe  day t n e  d r i v e r s  had i ' i l l e d  These 8 s  tnejr  
rnoved a l o n g  t h e  t r a i l ;  a t  n i g h t  the s a c k s  -,vere "emptied i n t o  a coxnon 
n i  l e .  I n  c a s e  n c ~  c h i p s  had born g a t h e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  day o r  an i n s u f -  
f i c i e n t  q u a n t i t y  hsd  been c o l l e c t e d  t h e  men woula h u s t l e  out  n i z h  nn o ld  
c o f f e e  sac!: a d  i n  a fett minu tes  have enough f o r  t h e  camp f i r e .  An o l d  
camping s i t e  would be " s tudded  w i t h  ox-chipsn t o  which a l l  would i ' lock 
" a s  e a g e r l y  a s  if z o  a  g o l d  mine."31 Buf fa lo  c h i p s  when d r y  were  p r e -  
f e r r e d  t o  wood, f o r  t h e y  m a i n t a i n e d  "a more even h e a t  ,"32 and a l t h o u g h  
t h e y  may have l a i n  on t h e  p r a i r i e  f o r  a  number o f  y e a r s  t h e y  were " i n  
p e r f e c t  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  f 'uel .  n 33 
Along t h e  P l a t t e  River  t h e  men g a t h e r e d  drif ' twood which t h e y  c a r r i e d  
under  t h e  wagon boxes u n t i l  it d r i e d  ou t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  f o r  use  a s  1 ,uel .  3 4 
I n   he t h i r d  c h a p t e r  ment ion i s  made of t h e  mess vTaEon which was a  
u n i t  i n  most of t h e  t r a i n s .  'ibventy-five f ' r e i g h t  wagons and one mess wag- 
on made a fill t r a i n .  
3 5 
Some o u t f i t s  c a r r i e d  a  " r e s e r v e  mess wagon. 1136 
Of ten t imes  a cook !?,-as one of t h s  p e r s o n n e l ;  bu t  i f  no person  e s r , e c i a l l y  
d e s i g n a t e d  " t h e  cook" accompanied t h e  t r a i n ,  each mess would chose  one 
of i t s  number *rho was f i t t e d  b e s t  t o  s e r v e  i n  t h a t  capacity.37 The cook 
of a  rness had no d u t i e s  i n  can? a s i d e  from keeping t h e  cooking equip-  
men i n  o r d e r  and  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  meals.  S i x  t o  e i g h t  men formed a  mess, 38 
o r  t h e r e  might be t e n  men t o  each mess. 3 9 
30 Bruf fey ,  op. c i t . ,  26. 
3 1  Chandless ,  op. c i t . ,  122,  64. 
32 I b i d .  
-- 33 Majors ,  OD.  c i t . ,  149. 
34  S r a t t ,  o m ,  60-61. 
35 R o l f e ,  op. c i t . ,  252. 
36 Young, op. c i t . ,  29. 
37 Majors ,  op. c i t . ,  104. 
38 I b i d .  
39 -dless, op. c i t . ,  20. 
One " b a l l  whackern h a s  l e f i  a record  vrhich l i s t s  h i s  messmates. He 
w r i t e s  t h a t  it was a r e l i c  of t h e  r e s t  of t ! ~ e  t r a i n ' s  crew, "and comprised 
a p r e t t y  hotchpotch." There were "four  Germans, always c a l l e d  Dutchmen 
i n  t h e  Tiesz, two Irishmen, two Americans, a Mexican, and myself ,  t h e  s o l i -  
t a r y  Englishman of. t h e  whole o a ~ n ~ . " ~ ~  
The cooking equipment cons i s t ed  of s k i l l e t s ,  o r  bake-pans which re-  
sembled covered s p i d e r s  without  t h e  handles;  two o r  t h r e e  "old-fashioned" 
i r o n  ke t t l e s , ;  cof fee  p o t s ,  f r y i n g  pans,  a coffee m i l l ,  and a b i g  "combina- 
t i o n  d i sh  and bread pan.n Each mess was provided a l s o  w i t h  an  ax, a 
spade and seve ra l  s ix-ga l lon  water  kegse41 The o u t f i t  might inc lude  a 
shee t  o r  c a s t  i r o n  s tove ,  o r  perhaps j u s t  a bake oven i f  no s tove  was 
c a r r i e d .  4 2 
The tableware included i r o n  knives  and f o r k s ,  spoons, t i n  p l a t e s ,  
and qua r t  cups. 43 
The mess wagon was s tocked gene ra l ly  wi th  l i b e r a l  supn l i e s  of bacon 
( i n  t h e  rough),  f l o u r ,  cof fee ,  t e a ,  molasses,  d r i e d  f r u i t ,  baking powder, 
s a l t ,  pepper,  co rn  meal,  beans and crackers .  44 
By a glance a t  t h e  l i s t  of p rov i s ions  j u s t  enumerated one need no t  
guess long on what made up a complete b i l l  of f a r e  f o r  t h e  "bu l l  whaclr- 
e r s "  on t h e  t r a i l .  Strong coffee most l i k e l y  was served always, and t h e  
en l ightened  cook wich h i s  coffee pot  would waste  .no t ime i n  g e t t i n g  down 
t o  t h e  draw f o r  h i s  wa te r  supply before  t h e  t h i r s t y  oxen plunged i n t o  
t h e  pool.  The men endeavored t o  f o r g e t  t h a t  i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  another  
t r a i n ' s  c a t t l e  had waded i n  t h e  wa te r  on ly  a few hours  before.  45 
40 Ib id .  
41 me, 21; Young, o c i t . ,  23-24. 
42 m e ,  op. c i t . ,  3k- 
43 Rolfe ,  op. c i t . ,  282; Young, ope c i t . ,  23-24. 
44 Ibid.;  Barns,  op. c i t . ,  2 0 0 - 2 m d o x ,  ~ p .  c i t . ,  296; Clarke,  z. 
x, 301. 
45 w o n ,  "Le t t e r , "  op. c i t . ;  Barns, op. c i t . ,  200-201; Rolfe ,  op. c i t . ,  
282. 
"5acon was t h e  r e l i a b l e  meat," and f lap , jacks ,  beans, crac:<ers,  and 
sour dough f r i e d  i n  a s k i l l e t  and flooded v-i-Lh molasses was t h e  most re -  
gu la r  menu f o r  the cook's 'kuests." The dough was prepared a l s o  by p lac-  
i n g  a l a r g e  chunk of it i n t o  a l i d  covered s k i l l e t  and a l l  bur ied  i n  a 
heap of l i v e  c o a l s  f o r  f i f t e e n  minutes.  This  method produced a f i n e  
looking loaf of bread "browned t o  a tempting color .  When ea ten  warm, 
it was very p a l a t a b l e ,  but  when c o l d ,  only bullwhackers could d i g e s t  
it." To complain about t h e  food d i d  no good; t h e r e  was noth ing  b e t t e r .  
Occasional ly a cook succeeded i n  baking a good l o a f  of bread, bu t  be- 
cal-~se of h i s  v a n i t y  he might g ive  so much away t o  passers-by t h a t  t h e  
boys of t he  mess were l e f t  without.  46 
Bean soup was a luxury,  and dr ied-apples  were served f o r  d e s s e r t  
two or t h r e e  t imes  a week.47 But r e g a r d l e s s  of what t h e  cook had pre- 
pared,  one t h i n g  was c e r t a i n ,  t h e  men were always ready t o  e a t ,  and 
it was a welcorne sound when t h e  shout of "grub p i l e t '  was heard; t h e  
h e a r t y  " b u l l  whackers" wasted no t ime i n  f a l l i n g  t o  " l i k e  a pack of 
hungry wolves. TI 48 
The menu had some v a r i e t y  at t imes.  F ish  were caught; an te lope ,  
dee r  and bu f fa lo  were hunted. 
11 The meat of  a f a t  four-year-old cow i s  as ju i cy  and tender  
as -the b e s t  beef,  and w i t h  a s p e c i a l l y  d e l i c a t e  f l avour  of i t s  
own. A young b u l l  you may grumble over and j u s t  e a t ;  an o l d  
b u l l  of f i v e  y e a r s  o r  more you p o s i t i v e l y  cannot; I have n e a r l y  
p u l l e d  out my t e e t h  i n  t h e  a t tempt ;  i f  you b o i l  t n e  meat t o  r ags ,  
t h e  rags  a r e  st i l l  shreds  of lea ther . .  ."fiO 
23-24; Maddox, op. c i t . ,  296; Barns, op. c i t . ,  
- 
on t h e  P l a i n s  from 
1860 - 1868" i n  Co l l ec t ions  of t h e  Kansas S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  
1923-1925 (Topeka, 19251, m m .  
49 B r a t t ,  op. c i t . ,  61. 
50 Chandless, op. c i t . ,  65. 
Milk a t  a f a i r  p r i c e  was so ld  t o  t h e  trainmen by t h e  few s q u a t t e r s  
and r a n c h e n  a long  t h e  t r a i lO5 l  Of one "bu l l  whacker" &. Marvin w r i t e s :  
11 Ye was my ' p a r t n e r  on t h a t  t r i p ,  s l e p t  wi th  me under t h e  same b l anke t s ,  
and a t r u e r  o r  more l o y a l  f e l l o w  never  cracked a whip or  s t o l e  a chicken 
from a ranchman. "" And Mr. Chandless our  Lngl i sh  " b u l l  whscker" con- 
f e s s e s :  " . . . s tole  some water-melons, n o t  q u i t e  r i p e ,  but  they  were de- 
l i c i o u s ,  and d i d  me a world of good; one wants  f r e s h  vege tab le s  and 
53 f r u i t  occas iona l ly .  " 
Sometimes t h e  f'lap,jack d id  n o t  f l a p ,  but i n s t e a d  would l and  on t h e  
s i d e  of t h e  s k i l l e t  "and go t o  smash." The smoke from t h e  bacon and 
f i r e  f i l l e d  t h e  f a c e  and it was t h e n  t h e  cook sang a f a v o r i t e  d r ive rS  
song *How t o  Turn a Flapjack,"  o r  t o  change t h e  tune  he sang "Ouch- 
Ouchy, Nouchy-Skouchy"; t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  su f foca t ion  t h e  b e t t e r  t n e  cook 
5 4 
performed h i s  r end i t i on .  
Perhaps t h e  f u e l  was wet; t h e  meal t hen  provided was c racke r s ,  mo- 
l a s s e s  and c o l d  wa-cer. Th i s  de l igh ted  t h e  cook, f o r  h i s  d u t i e s  were 
g r e a t l y  minimized on such occasions. But one t ime when t h e  cook f e d  
h i s  mess ha rd  bread,  d e c l a r i n g  it was t o o  wet t o  cook, a *bu l l  whacker" 
ob,jected and volunteered  h i s  blanket  ' 'to be he ld  over t h e  f i r e  wh i l e  
some 'slap-,-jacks1 (pancakes) were f r i e d .  A l l  voc i f e rous ly  voted t h i s  
t o  be  magnanimous, but  by mistake,  some one e l s e f  s blanket  was taken .  
Myself and ano the r  s ~ o o d  one on each s i d e  of t h e  fire. . .with t h e  blan- 
k e t  over our shoulders ,  eyes ,  nose, and mouth so  f u l l  of somke we could 
ha rd ly  see  t o  swear. 1156 
51  Ib id . ,  23. 
52 EF'iFin, op. c i t . ,  230. 
53 Chandless, op. c i t . ,  27. 
54 Tyson m 5 6 - 2 5 7  
55 Bratt : b., 59. 
56 Chandless, op. c i t . ,  40. 
The cook t o a s t e d  t h e  cof fee  each evening, and made a l l  o the r  need- 
f u l  p repa ra t ions  f o r  t h e  b reak fas t  of t h e  fo l lowing  day. The b r e a k f a s t  
menu v a r i e d  co  t h e  ex t en t  of having coffee,  and f r i e d  bacon sandwiched 
between t h i c k  cornmeal bread covered w i t h  syrup. 5 7 
Wilen a t r a i n  was i n  camp day o r  n i g h t  t h e  animals  were never  l e f t  
wi thout  he rde r s  o r  a guard of one o r  two men. If no  exbra men a s  herd- 
e r s  accompanied t h e  t r a i n  t h e  d r i v e r s  t ook  t u r n s ,  each man guarding 
two hours  out of' t h e  twenty-four. Sometimes t h e  d r i v e r s  would have t o  
go on duty only every o the r  n i g h t ,  but  i n  any event  a l l  arrangements 
were made between ahe men and t h e  wagon-mast er.  58 
Regular he rde r s  wi th  a t r a i n  had no o ther  d u t i e s  t h a n  t o  care  f o r  
t h e  animals when t h e  t r a i n  was i n  camp u n l e s s  f o r  some s p e c i a l  reason 
t h e  c a t t l e  were c o r r a l l e d .  This  t a s k  kep t  them busy t e n  o r  twelve 
hour s  every  day, t h e  t i m e  divided about evenly wi th  t h e  midday and 
n i g h t  herding.  If t h e  n i g h t  gua rdwas  e x t r a  long or e x t r a  t a x i n g  f o r  
any reason t h e  day herding would be done by a couple of' t h e  "bu l l  whack- 
ers. '  Th i s  p l a n  pe rmi t t ed  t h e  h e r d e r s  t o  rece ive  t h e i r  needed r e s t ,  59 
Immediately fo l lowing  t h e  unyoking of t h e  oxen i n  t h e  evening t h e  
he rde r s  drove them t o  water  and then  t o  grass .  But as soon a s  supper 
was ready a couple of " b u l l  whackers" would be d e t a i l e d  f o r  herd ing  
wh i l e  t h e  n i g h t  guards a t e  t h e i r  evening meal. Supper f i n i s h e d  they  
would t e e  charge of the  animals u n t i l  t ime f o r  c o r r a l l i n g  t h e  follow- 
i n g  morning. If no Indians  had been s igh ted  near ,  t h e  s-cock might be 
57 Ib id . ,  21-22; Rolfe,  op. c i t . ,  282-283; B r a t t ,  op. c i t . ,  52. 
58 w r s ,  op. o i t . ,  104, 
59 B r a t t ,  op. CLT., 55; Barns, op. c i t . ,  201. 
t a k e n  a l i - c t l e  f a r t h e r  t h a n  u s u a l  from t h e  camp i f  b e t c e r  g r a s s  c o u l d  be 
found . 6 0 
It was n e c e s s a r y  o f t e n  t o  d r i v e  t h e  oxen t o  t h e  b e t t e r  g r a s s ,  f o r  
' ' they were  t o o  t i r e ' :  t o  look  f o r  theinselves ,"  and t a l l  g r a s s  was a de- 
l i g h t  f o r  che h e r d e r s  f o r  it k e p t  the c a t t l e  f r o n  s t r a y i n g  v e r y  far. 6 1 
The 3 e r d e r s  were mounted, t h e r e  be ing  w i t h  e v e r y  t r a i c  s e v e r a l  
n p l a i n s  p o n i e s  f o r  h e r d i n g  and e x t r a  r i d i n g . "  Sometimes h o r s e s  were 
used ,  o r  p e r h a p s  f o u r  o r  f i v e  mules were  w i t h  t h e  t r a i n  f o r  t h a t  pur-  
pose.  6 2 
"mhen t h e r e  were no  whee l s  t o  f i x ,  t i r e s  t o  t i g n t e n ,  boxes t o  wedge, 
oxen t o  shoe,"  o r  wagons t o  g r e a s e  t h e  " b u l l  whackerst '  i n  camp s p e n t  t h e  
l e i s u r e  t i m e  i n  v a r i o u s  ways. Some washe:, and  mended t h e i r  c l o t h i n g ;  
sqme s l e p t ;  some p layed  c a r d s ;  some wro te  l e t t e r s  o r  r e a d  books and 
magazines;  o t h e r s  b r a i d e d  ~ v h i p s ,  sang and t o l d  s t o r i e s .  If it was a 
poker  game, " u s u a l l y  f r e e z e - o u t ,  t h e  men p l a y e d  w i t h  p lug  tobacco  c u t  
up i n t o  smal l  cubes.  ,163 
A "b l~11  whacker" who d i d  n o t  d r i n k ,  chew t o b a c m  , smoke, swear, o r  
p l a y  c a r d s  was c a l l e d  a by h i s  f e l l o w s ,  and by them would 
be reminded tha;  h i s  " e a r l y  e d u c a t i o n  had  been s a d l y  n e g l e c t e d .  "64 
Mr. ~ r a t t ~ ~  made s e v e r a l  r e s o l u t i o n s  f o r  h imse l f  when he e n t e r e d  
t n e  b u l l  whacking p r o f e s s i o n .  He r e s o l v e d  n o t  t o  gamble, u s e  t o b a c c o ,  
d r i n k ,  o r  m a r .  For t h e  f i r s t  s i x t y  m i l e s  on t h e  t r a i l  he k e p t  h i s  
r e s o l u t i o n s ,  much, he  writes, " t o  t h e  d i s g u s t  o f  my f e l l o w  bull-whackers." 
Young, op. c i t . ,  40; B r a t t ,  
Chandless ,  op. c i t . ,  121,SO 
Majors,  op. c i t . ,  102; Barn 
Hooker, op. c i t . ,  38; Bratt 
B r a t t ,  op. c i t . ,  53. 
I b i d . ,  -4,76,56. 
-
op. c i t . ,  
- 
. 
. s ,  op. :it. 
, op. c l t . ,  
op. c i t . ,  282.  
But one e a r l y  morning ~vhen he  was yoking h i s  team one of che s t e e r s  s t e p -  
ped on h i s  f o o t  and f o r  a s p l i t  second B r a t t  f o r g o t  h i s  r e s o l u t i o n .  Tne 
news of t h e  i n c i d e n t  sp read  r a p i d l y  th rough  t h e  camp, t h e  men c h e e r i n g  
ar?d comiie2ding him h i g h l y  f o r  h i s  good s ta r t .  M r .  B r a t t  s t a t e s  t h a t  he  
was j u s t  a s  busy q u i e t l y  a s k i n g  t h e  Lord t o  f o r g i v e  him and  t o  h e l p  him 
from any f u t u r e  r e p e t i t i o n .  He seemed t o  have had a  b e t t e r  s t a n d i n g  
w i t h  h i s  mates  a f t e r  t h a t  day,  b u t  he was s t i l l  i n  t h e i r  e y e s  a  t e n d e r -  
f o o t  f o r  n o t  adopc ing  o t h e r  of' t h e i r  v i c e s .  b. B r a t t  had some d i f f i -  
c u l t y  i n  t h e  fol lorving weeks w i t h  h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  n o t  t o  swear, and h e  
mas t r i e d  e s p e c i a l l y  when h i s  wagon would become lodged i n  a  mud h o l e  
o r  i n  t h e  deep sand. 
:he seasoned " b u l l  whackers" of a  t r a i n  had c o n s i d e r a b l e  s p o r t  a t  
t : ie  expense  of any t e n d e r f o o t .  They would wager t n n t  n i n e  t i m e s  ou t  
of t e n  a  p i e c e  of h i s  t r o u s e r s ,  from a d i s t m - c e  of t w e l v e  f e e t ,  cou ld  
be shot  away ni thou4;  d i s t u r b i n g  t h e  skin.66 170 doubt t h e  a n x i e t y  of xhe 
t e n d e r f o o t  c e n t e r e d  about  t i le  p o s s i b l e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  one sho t  o u t  o f  
tr le t e n  t h a t  was n o t  g u a r a n t i e d .  Another t r i c k  p l a y e d  on t h e  t e n d e r -  
f o o t  was t o  have him s t o o p  over w h i l e  a " b u l l  whacker," an a c e  o f  t h e  
whip,  took  a p o s i t i o n  s e v e r a l  f e e t  away and t o  t h e  r e a r .  The problem 
a t  hand was t o  e x t r a c t  a p i e c e  of t h e  g reenhornf  s t r o u s e r s  w i t h o u t  
c a u s i n g  any s e r i o u s  damage T O  t h e  s k i n  beneath.  6 7 
X f t e r  t h e  evening meal came t h e  t i m e  f o r  song and s t o r y .  The men 
who had been among zhe  I n d i a n s  cou ld  s p i n  t h e  b ravesc  y a r n s .  Idany o f  
t h e  d r i v e r s  were good s i n g e r s  and t h e s e  j o i n e d  i n  f a m i l i a r  songs a s  
t h e  crew sat abou t  t h e  b u f f a l o  c h i p  camp f i r e s  and  gazed i n t o  t h e  l i g h t  
68 
of t h e  dy ing  embers. 
66 Young, op. c i t . ,  25. 
67 Kearnes-n J o u r n a l ,  op. c i t .  
68 Marvin, op. c i t . , n 0 ;  R o l f e ,  op. c i t . ,  283; Chandless ,  op. c i t . ,  
21,41. 
"Have you a n  eye f o r  t h e  bea ten  t r a c k ,  
The old hoof and t h e  young? 
Come name me t h e  d r i v e r s  of yes te rday ,  
Sing me t h e  songs t h e y  sung. "69 
The boys a t  t imes  would s t a g e  a "s tag  dance"; occas iona l ly  an emi- 
g ran t  t r a i n  would be encamped no t  f a r  away, and t h e  women would lend  
t h e i r  he lp  t o  an evening 's  enter tainment .  If perchance an o ld  t ime f i d -  
d l e r  was one of t h e  p a r t y  t h e  amusement might be unique. 70 
One of t h e  e a r l y  "bu l l  whackers" who drove on a f r e i g h t - t r a i n  i n  1855 
has  w r i t t e n  a ve r s ion  of a common camp wrangle a s  might have happened a t  
m y  t ime,  a t  any p l ace ,  on any overland o u t f i t .  The scene i s  apparent ly  
one around a camp f i r e  a f t e r  t h e  supper hour. A mess i s  v i s i t e d  by a 
member from another  s e c t i o n  of t h e  t r a i n .  His nickname i s  Woodpecker. 
'surnames were no t  much i n  vogue wi th  us.. . 1171 
"'Now give  u s  ano.cher d r ink  of coffee. '  
" ' A l l  gone, Woodpecker.' 
"'Well, some water  then.' 
n 
'Hot a drop l e f t . '  
"'Then I ' l l  go round t o  our  mess. Good night. '  
"'Good n i g h t ,  ~ o o d p e c k e r , '  from a l l ,  m a  voce. 
"'Oh, h e r e ' s  a n i c e  s t a t e  of t h i n g s ,  '-one of' our cooks, 
'how a r e  we t o  g e t  b reak fas t ,  and not  a drop of water  t o  do it 
wi th?  Whose t u r n  i s  i t?'  
"'oh; I went f o r  water  t h i s  evening, '  c r i e s  one. 'And I f o r  wood,' 
c r i e s  another ;  and t h a t  g r e a t  shirk, Moran, s l i p s  away t o  h i s  waggon. 
"'Oh, w e l l ,  if none of y o u ' l l  go, it i s  no a f f a i r  of ours , '  
says t h e  cook, 'we can do a s  w e l l  without  co f f ee  a s  %he balance,  
c a n t z  we, Tom ( t o  h i s  sub )?  I h o w  No. 2 m e s s l l l  g ive  u s  a drop.' 
"'Call me up f i r s t  t h i n g ,  and If11 go,' s ays  iIoward. 
" ' N O ,  we've had p l e n t y  of t h a t ;  you'd have had no  b reak fas t  
t h i s  morning, if some one hadn' t  1uggedyui.i r i g h t  out.  Won't any 
one go? '  
"'1'11 go, ' says  Dutch John, t h e  most w i l l i n g  man i n  t h e  camp, 
who never t a l l i s  about h i s  t u r n ,  o r  grumbles t h a t  h i s  bread anci bacon 
i s  l e s s  than  another  man1a. 
" ' I t ' s  t o o  bad Dutch John should have t o  go, he brought wood 
and water  bo th  t h i s  evening, ' says another ,  bu t  never o f f e r s  t o  go 
h imsel f  . 
n ' ~ o m e  along,  W i l l i a m , '  says  John, t o  myself,  'we ' l l  go t o -  
ge the r , '  -- f o r  John and I were g r e a t  chums. 
69 P ipe r ,  op. c i t . ,  55. 
70 Marvin, op. c i t . ,  229-230. 
71 Chandless, op. c i t . ,  41. 
" l  o h ,  Wil l iam,  ' s a y s  Nemahaw, &he c o o 4  i n s i n u a t i n g l y ,  ' if. 
you a r e  going,  you may a s  w e l l  ~ a k e  a n o t h e r  keg.'  
"'::dell, I guess  I w i l l  t a k e  Idat 's  keg: we s h a l l  want some 
waxer ill t h e  waggon,ac we yo a l o n g  t o  morrow. ' 
" ' ~ h ,   hat's j u s t  l i k e  you, l l f i l l i am, '  say  two o r  t h r e e  b i t t e r -  
l y ,  ' a lways  t h i n k i n g  oi' t h e  vmggon and y o u r s e l f . '  
" I  GO t o ;  ---- t h e  waggon d o e s n ' t  d r i n k  any of' t h e  w t e r ,  n o r  
I much. Don't  we a lways g i v e  a d r i n k  t o  m y  one rvho w a n t s ?  You'd 
have been t h i r s t y  enough on Tuesday, if w had had none. L a s t  
t ine I t r c s t e c i  t o  you t h e r c  :;nsntt a drop,  ~ n d  I d r m k  o u t  of a 
rut i n  t h e  road ,  and a f t e r w a r d s  o f  t h a t  p u t r i d  Vermi l l ion  Creek. 
Bah! I t  q a s  worse t h a n  Groton o i l . '  
" ~ 1 1 ,  make a sceechncnv, y o u ' r e  a laxyer . '  
" ' I li g ive  you more law t h a n  w a t e r  t o  n i g h t ,  you may swear 
t o  it; make t h a t  i d l e  dog @oran b r i n g  viater  i f  you want i t  brought . '  
"Return of Ifloran, g l a r i n g  s a v a g e l y  a t  me, foaming a t  h i s  r,outh, 
p u t t i n g  h i s  hand. cn h i s  b i g  k n i f e , '  a s  he a lways  does  when t h e r e ' s  
a chsnce of a q u a r r e l ,  and t r y i n g  t o  s e e  i f  I have m x  r e v o l v e r  
about  ne .  F a i l i n g  i n  t h i s  h e  keeps  q u i e t ,  and Dutch John and I go 
o f f  t r a n q u i l l y  w i t h  our kegs."72 
Mr. Alexander Majors ,  f o r  a t i m e  one of t h e  most i m p o r t a t  of t h e  
< 
o v e r l a n d  f r e i g h t e r s ,  alvrays endeavored t o  h o l d  h igh  i d e a l s  b e f o r e  t h e  
hundreds  of men i n  h i s  employ. 
He t r i e d  t o  " impress  upon t h e i r  minds t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  t h e  p u r i t y  
of l i f e ,  o f  hen-est b u r p o s e s ,  of h i g h  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  an6  a remembrance of 
m o t h e r ' s  t e a c h i n g  a t  t h e  o l d  home." He r e q u i r e d  t h a t  t h e  mer. r e f r a i n  
from t h e  u s e  of p rofane  1ant;uage. Mr. Majors d e s i r e d  t o  send. t h e  boys 
t o  t h e i r  hones  " b e t t e r ,  r a t h ~ r  t h a n  worse , "  f o r  hav ing  worked i n  h i s  
c omp any. 73 
Because of Mr. !Aa;jorls r i l le  on the  use  of p ro fane  language,  a song 
o r i g i n a t e d  which i n  a l l  p r o b e b i l i t y  was w r i t t e n  by one of h i s  t e a m s t e r s .  
I t  becan-e v e r y  populhr  among t h e  men on t h e  t r a i l .  Two of  t h e  v e r s e s  
a r e  g iven  here .  
72 I b i d . ,  45-47. 
-
73 Cox, op. c i t . ,  76. 
"'1'11 t e l l  you how it i s  when 
You f i r s t  ge t  on t h e  road; 
You have an av&:wrard team and 
A very  heavy load. 
You have t o  whip and h o l l e r ,  bu t  
Svrear upon t h e  s ly .  
You're i n  f o r  it t h e n ,  boys, 
Root hog o r  d ie .  ' 
"'We a r r i v e d  a t  Denver C i ty  t h e  
Twenty-f i rs t  of June. 
The people were su rp r i s ed  t o  
See u s  t h e r e  so  soon. 
But we a r e  good bullwhackers,  
011. whm you may r e ly .  
We go it on t h e  p r i n c i  a 1  
O f  r oo t  hog o r  die."74 
The s l eep ing  accmoda-c ions  f o r  t h e  crew v a r i e d  wi th  d i f f e r e n t  out- 
f i t s ;  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  arrangements were l e f t  u s u a l l y  f o r  t h e  men t o  work 
out f o r  themselves.  Some c a r r i e d  t e n t s  which added cons iderable  com- 
f o r t ,  but t h e  s u r e s t  and d r i e s t  bed was i n  a  big f r e i g h t  wagon. If it 
was loaded w i t h  co f f ee ,  r i c e  or  t h e  l i k e ,  so much t h e  b e t t e r ,  f o r  t h e  bed 
was more even. But t h e  most common p r a c t i c e  was t o  s l e e p  on t h e  ground 
under t h e  wagons t h e  weather  permitting.75 The "bed was mother e a r t h ,  
a rubber b lanket  and buf fa lo  robe t h e  ma t t r e s s ,  two p a i r s  of b l anke t s  
t h e  covering. Heaven's canopy t h e  roof; t h e  s t a r s  our s i l e n t  s e n t i -  
n e l s .  n 76 
There were p l a c e s  a long  t h e  rou te ,  however, where t h e  camping grounds 
d i d  no t  provide  beds of roses .  A t  l e a s t  one "bu l l  whacker" thought  t o  
desc r ibe  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  by e m l a i n i n g  t h a t  t h e  r o s e s  had been picked and 
t h a t  only t h e  s t i c k e r s  remained. Even t h e  oxen su f f e red  some discomfort 
f o r  of ten t imes  t h e y  would have l a r g e  "pancakes'1 of c a c t i  " s t i c k i n g  t o  t h e i r  
s i d e s  when t h e y  got  up."77 A " b u l l  whacker" on t h e  t r a i l  J u l y  30, 1855, 
74 Tyson, op. c i t . ,  "Letter." 
75 Chandless, op. c i t . ,  37,  41; Clarke,  ope c i t . ,  300; Rolfe,  OF. c i t . ,  283. 
76 Young, op. c i t . ,  40. 
77 Lyon, ope c i t . ,  266. 
wrote  o f  t h a t  n i g h t  i n  h i s  d i a r y ,  " s l e p t  v e r y  bad ly ;  rough bed,  and c o l t ,  
t o o .  " 78 
The f r e i g h t e r s  were brave nen and h o n e s t  men, t o o ,  bu t  t h e y  would 
s t e a l ;  t h e y  would s t e a l ,  when t h e  wea ther  was c o l d ,  a  warm bed from a  
s t e e r .  I f  t h e  s t e e r  would permi t  a  man t o  l i e  a t  h i s  s i d e  and n o t  move, 
a l l  w e l l  and good. But if n o t ,  o u t  went t h e  s t e e r  and t h e  ' bu l l  whack- 
e r "  c u r l e d  up i n  h i s  p lace .  7 9 
A v e r y  amusing i n c i d e n t  i s  r e l a t e d  by a  d r i v e r  who always s l e p t  w i t h  
one of h i s  oxen. He r e l i e d  on t h e  an imal  t o  awaken him should any undue 
c o m o t i o n  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  t h e  camp, f o r  t h e  ox would move o r  g e t  up. One 
n i g h t ,  however, t h e  "a larm c l o c k n  d i d  n o t  work. 
"I always s l e p t  l e a n i n g  a g a i n s t  one o f  t h e  oxen; t h e  c r e a t u r e  
was warm,  a  c o n d i t i o n  n o t  t o  be  over looked d u r i n g  c o l d  wea ther  or. 
t h e  b l e a k  p l a i n s .  Then, i n  c a s e  o f  a  stampede I would awaken when 
t h e  ox go t  up. On t h i s  n i g h t ,  however, I was dead a s l e e p  and 
s l i p p e d  t o  <he ground w i t h o u t  adening when t h e  ox go t  up. What 
d i d  waken me I never knew, b u t  have always b e l i e v e d  i t  was t h e  
hand of Prov idence ,  f o r  h e n  I opened my e y e s  a  l a r g e  g ray  wolf  
was s t a n d i n g  n o t  more t h m  a  dozen f e e t  from m e .  I cou ld  f e e l  my 
h a i r  r a i s e ,  m d  i c  went up q u i c k e r  t h a n  a  s i l k  umbre l l a ,  t o o .  I 
had no gun, n o t  even a  p o c k e t - h i f e .  I grabbed my h a t ,  f l o u r i s h -  
e d  it w i l d l y  a b o u t ,  a n d  y e l l e d  a t  t h e  t o p  of my vo ice .  F r i c h t e n -  
e d  a t  t!le sudden a c t i o n  and n o i s e ,  t h e  c r e a t u r e  f l e d .  I was n o t  
slow i n  g e t t i n g  ou t  o f  t h a t  and l o o k i n g  up my oxen."80 
The work and  program of t h e  h e r d e r s  h a s  been o u t l i n e d ,  bu t  b e s i d e s  
t h e  h e r d e r s  t h e r e  were  o t h e r  men &LO were  on n i g h t  duty.  They were  t h e  
camp guards .  Three  o r  f o u r  men d e t a i l e d  f o r  t h i s  1 ~ 0 r k  watched t h e  f i r s t  
h a l f  of t h e  n i g h t ,  when a n o t h e r  group o f  e q u a l  number s t o o d  guard  un- 
til d a y l i g h t .  Each mess t o o k  a  fill n i g h t ' s  guard d i v i d i n g  t h e  t i m e  and 
a l t e r n a x i n g  t h e  men. The camp was c o n s t a n t l y  "on a  war  f o o t i n g , "  and i n  
t i m e s  of immediate danger  t h e  camp guards  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  n i g h t  h e r d e r s  
were dou j led .  The p a r d  was main ta ined  r e g a r d l e s s  a w e a t h e r  cond iz ions .  8 1 
78 Chandless ,  op. c i t . ,  23 .  
79 Tysm', 60. w: *2:7. 80 Lyon, OD 
8 1  Cox, op. c i t . ,  75; B r a t t ,  ow. c i t . ,  70; C h a ~ d l e s s ,  np. c i t . ,  15-16,39,41. 
Even dur ing  t h e  day when h o s t i l e  Indians  were repor ted  t o  b e  i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  e x t r a  s c o u t s  were s e n t  ahead of t h e  t r a i n  and t h e  wagons 
were he ld  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  rough country. 82 
Ind ians  on t h e  offensive t r o u b l e d  t h e  f r e i g h t e r s  a f t e r  n i g h t f a l l .  
For them t o  k i l l  a herder  was no t  uncommon, and they  r epea t ed ly  drove 
o f f  t h e  c a b t l e  and caused stampedes. 8 3 
It i s  of i n t e r e s t  t o  no te  he re  t h a t  t h e  sense-organs of t h e  mule 
mere extremely quick t o  d e t e c t  t h e  approach of Indians.  Many t imes  t h e  
mules, oxen and ho r ses  a l s o  but  i n  a  l e s s  degree, warned t h e  camp of 
t h e  presence of Indians.  They would sno r t  and s t rugg le  f r a n t i c a l l y  t o  
g e t  h o s e  and t o  make t h e i r  escape. 8 4 
IIerders were t o  be ever  on t h e  a l e r t  f o r  a  poss ib l e  stampede of t h e  
animals ,  and ready a t  a  second's  n o t i c e  t o  sp r ing  i n t o  a c t i o n  and t o  
d r i v e  t h e  herd i n t o  t h e  wagon c o r r a l .  85 
To f i l l  t h e  saddle  a s  a  herder  w i th  a  f r e i g h t - t r a i n  r equ i r ed  courage, 
s k i l l  and resourcefu lness .  The unexpected was poss ib l e  always. M r .  Rolfe 
has  p i c t u r e d  t h e  n i g h t  herder  a t  work and h i s  b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  in -  
c luded here.  
"At  t h e  camp f o r  t h e  n i g h t  t h e  c a t t l e  were allowed t o  graze 
a t  w i l l  u n t i l  w e l l  f i l l e d  and i n c l i n e d  t o  l i e  down. Then t h e  her- 
der  r i d e s  gen t ly  around them, d r i v i n g  them t o  a c e n t e r  and bunch- 
i n g  bhem c lose  a s  poss ib l e  wi thout  crowding, r i d i n g  s lowly and 
q u i e t l y  around them dur ing  t h e  n i g h t ,  g e n t l y  w h i s t l i n g  and sing- 
i n g  i f  t h e  herd seemed r e s t l e s s ,  always guarding a g a i n s t  a stam- 
pede which sometimes happned .  In every herd  t h e r e  a r e  l e a d e r s ,  
and Whnn a stampede from any c a u s e  occurs ,  t h e  whole herd sp r ing  
t o  t h e i r  f e e t  a t  t h e  same i n s t a n t ,  t h e  l e a d e r s  dashing off w i t h  
t h e  whole herd following, Then comes t h e  t ime f o r  t h e  herder  t o  
show h i s  nerve and.courage,  when he knows t h a t  a gopher ho le ,  a 
broken saddle g i r t h ,  o r  a f a11  meant sudden death i n  h i s  e f f o r t  
t o  reach t h e  f r o n t  a t  one s i d e  of t h e  l e a d e r s ,  and w i t h  y e l l s  and 
p i s t o l  s h o t s  t u r n  t h e  f r o n t  and ge t  them running i n  a c i r c l e  un- 
til t h e i r  f r i g h t  subsided. The herder  gene ra l ly  succeeded, bu t  
not  always. i'he w r i t e r  remembers of one herd t h a t  stampeded dur- 
ing  a bad storm, one-half being l o s t  and a few found days a f t e r ,  
f a  Tg miles  fm m t h e  camp f rm which t h e y  s ter tad."86 
Tkie he rde r s  and guards knew t h e  hour of t h e  n i g h t ,  when t h e r e  was 
a c l e a r  sky, by .the p o s i t i o n  of t h e  b i g  dipper;  t h e  Great Bear was t h e i r  
only clock.87 A t  t h r e e  o r  t h r e e - t h i r t y  i n  t h e  morning, or  a t  t h e  f i r s t  
appearance of t h e  new day, a he rde r  would r i d e  t o  t h e  camp and c a l l  t h e  
~vagon-maser .  The wagon-master would g e t  up and pound on each wagon t o  
awaken t h e  men, Ffe t hen  would mount h i s  mule o r  horse  and he lp  br ing  i n  
t h e  animals.  88 "Roll out:  Roll  out: C a t t l e  i n  t h e  c o r r a l "  soon was 
heard  and that;  meant f o r  t h e  t eams te r s  t o  t u r n  out and f o r  t h e  he rde r s  
t o  t u r n  in.89 Even a bed i n  an old f r e i g h t  wagon was nelccmed by t h e  
n i g h t  r i d e r s . ,  9 0 
The c o r r a l  gaps were guarded by t h e  wagon-boss, h i s  a s s i s t a n t  and 
by t h e  e x t r a  men whi le  t h e  d r i v e r s  were busy f i n d i n g  t h e i r  teams. 9 1 
The space i n s i d e  t h e  c o r r a l  of a f o r t y  wagon train measured about t h i r t y  
by f i f t y  yards .  There was no t  much su rp lus  roam when n e a r l y  f i v e  hun- 
dred c a t t l e  were on t h e  in s ide .  92 
The yoking procedure was one of g rea t  excitement;  it u s u a l l y  occupied 
fram a h a l f  t o  t h r e e  q u a r t e r s  o f  an hour.93 M r .  Majors, however, s t a t e s  
Chandless, op. c i t  . , 283-284. 
Clarke c i t . ,  300; Chandless, op. c i t . ,  83. 
~ a r v i n  h. , 227. 
Rolf'e, op. c r t . ,  283; B r a t t ,  op. c i t . ,  54. 
Barns, op. c i t . ,  200. 
-Majors, op. c l t . !  102; Clsrke,  op. c i t . ,  300. 
Chandless,  op. clt., 52. 
B r a t t ,  op. 5 4 .  
YOKING UP 
Courtesy o f  t h e  Nebraska S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  

t h a t  h i s  men cou ld  ~ ' i n i s h  t h e  e n t i r e  j o b  o f  yoking t h e  teams,  d r i v i n g  
o u t  of c o r r a l ,  h i t c h i n g  t o  wagons, and making t h e  f i r s t  "pop of t h e  whip" 
i n  a r e c o r d  t i m e  of s i x t e e n  m i n u t e s  by the watch.  A l l  c r e d i t  f o r  such 
r a p i d i t y  he gave t o  thorough d i s c i p l i n e .  U n s k i l l e d  men, he a d d s ,  "were 
o n e n  more t h a n  a n  hour do ing  t h e  same work. ($94 
F a s t  work w i t h  e a s e  a t  t h e  yoking hour  depended, of c o u r s e ,  on t h e  
t i n e  t h e  t r a i n  had been on t h e  road.  If many of t h e  s t e e r s ,  o r  even a 
smal l  p r o p o r t i o n  of them, were on ly  a few d a y s  i n  t h e  yoke and s t i l l  
h a l f  w i l d ,  i t  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t i m e  was needed a t  tb.e be- 
g i n n i n g  of each  d r i v e  t o  get under  way. On such t r a i n s  t h e  work of 
yok ing  and h i t c h i n g  was s e r i o u s  b u s i n e s s ;  men were dragged about  t h e  
c o r r a l  w h i l e  h o l d i n g  on t o  t h e  h o r n s  o f  a n  an imal  w i t h  one arm and 
c l e n c h i n g  t h e  n o s t r i l s  of t h e  same an imal  w i t h  t h e  hand o f  t n e  o t h e r  
arm; s t e e r s  were  k i c k i n g ;  c h a i n s  were e n t a n g l e d ;  yokes  were t u r n e d  up- 
s i d e  down; l a r i a t s  were  " ~ h r o w n  i n  v a i n " ;  yoke k e y s  were l o s t ;  oxen 
were e s c a p i n g  from t h e  c o r r a l  th rough  unchcined gaps;  mess-boxes were 
o v e r t u r n e d  and f r y i n g - p a n s ,  c o f f e e - m i l l s ,  s k i l l e t s ,  cups ,  p l a t e s ,  and 
f l o u r  and bacon l a y  s c a t t e r e d  over  t h e  g r o ~ m d ;  a l l  seemed " i n  h o p e l e s s  
c o n f u s i o n ,  l i k e  r e v o l u t i o n s  on t h e  con t inen t . ' '  But Mr. Chandless ,  95 
t h e  a u t h o r  or' t h e  l a s t  quo ted  mrords, concluded,  "may t h e  r e v o l u t i o n s  
end a s  happi ly ."  
94  Majors ,  op. c i t . ,  103-104. 
95 Chandless ,  op. c i t . ,  52-54; a c o u p l e  o f  n e a t  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of i d e a l  
p rocedures  o f n g  oxen a r e  i n c l u d e d  h e r e ;  t h e y  a r e  g iven  io t h e  
b r d e r  of t h e  r e f e r e n c e s :  k r v i n ,  op. c i t . ,  227-228; ~ o l f e ,  op. c i t . ,  
283, 
"The f ' i r s t  s t e p  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of yok ing  up  was t o  t a k e  your  
l e a d  yoke upon your  s h o u l d e r  and h u n t  up your  o f f  [ r ight-han4 l e a d -  
er .  Yaving found your  s t e e r  you p u t  t h e  bow around  h i s  neck ,  and  
w i t h  t h e  yoke f a s t e n e d  t o  him l e d  him t o  your  wagon, where fie .tias f a s -  
t e n e d  t o  zhe wheel by a chain .  You t h e n  t o o k  t h e  o t h e r  bow and l e d  
your  n e a r  &he l e d  l e a d e r  wixh i~ t o  h i s  p l a c e  m d e r  t h e  yoke. Your 
l e a d  c h a i n  w-a.s t h s n  hooked t o  t h e  yoke and l a i d  over  t h e  back of t h e  
n e a r  l e a d e r ,  and :he o t h e r  c a t t l e  were  hun ted  up and yoked i n  t h e  same 
The t r a i n  m s  moving now and t h e  " b u l l  whackerst '  were in t h e i r  g l o r y .  
They g e n e r a l l y  wallred on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  of t h e  teams u n l e s s  t h e  d u s t  was 
t o o  t r o u b l e a ~ m e . ~ ~  I t  was v e r y  d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  n o t  i m p o s s i b l e ,  z o  manage 
9 7 
<he  team from z h e  d r i v e r t  s s e a t .  For l o n g  h o u r s  t h e  wagoner walked a t  
-the s i d e  of h i s  team y e l l i n g  "giddap" t o  t h e  oxen, and p u n c t u a t i n g  h i s  
words  with C ~ R C "  of h i s  l o n g  whip.98 The l a s h  o f  t h e  whip was f i r s t  
c o i l e d  and t h e n  w h i r l e d  s e v e r a l  t i n e s  over  and  around t h e  head when it 
was l e ~  shoot s t r a i g h t  out  and t h e n  brought  back w i t h  a  quick j e r k  of t h e  
s t o c k .  ' m e n  thrown i n t o  space ,  it would make a  r e p o r t  n e a r l y  a s  loud  a s  
a  r e v o l v e r .  n99 The " b u l l  w-hnckers" were e x p r t s  w i t h  t h e i r  whips ,  and 
t h i r t y  o r  f o r t y  of t h e s e  c r a c k i n g  a t  t h e  sane t ime  sow-ded " l i k e  t h e  f i r e  
of a  p i c k e t  l i n e  of s o l d i e r s . "  Ehb a s t e e r  was seldom s t r u c k  u n l e s s  he 
x a s  a  deadhead. loo h w e l l  p l a c e d  whip popper "would n i p  t h e  h i d e  o u t  
,jus-c l i lce a  k n i f e .  rr 1 0 1  
I t  was c o n s i d e r e 6 ,  however, "almost a  crime f o r  a  b u l l  whacker t o  
c u t  a  b u l l  and draw t h e  blood. "lo' It was t n e  n o i s e  of t h e  popper  s h a t  
manner u n t i l  t h e  w h e e l e r s  were reached.  ilaving t h e  c a t t l e  a l l  yok- 
e d ,  you drove them a l l  o u t ,  cha ined  t o g e t h e r ,  and h i t c h e d  them t o  
t h e  wagon." 
"...ax t h e  cornm~nd 'Yoke up!' e v e r y  d r i v e r  s t a r t s  i n  anong t h e  
c e . ~  t l e  ;.rith yolte on h i s  l e r t  s h o u l d e r ,  ox-bow i n  h i s  r i g h t  hand, 
and key i n  h i s  mouth, l o o k i n g  f o r  h i s  off - '&heeler .  ifllen found,  t h e  
yoke i s  f a s t e n e d  t o  him 156th one end r e s t i n g  on  he ground u n t i l  
t h e  n e a r  one,  h i s  mace, i s  found. - h e n  yoked t o g e t h e r  zhey a r e  t a l c -  
en  t o   he wagon and h i t c h e d  i n  t h e i r  p l a c e ;  t h e n  come t h e  o t h e r s  i n  
t h e i r  o r d e r ,  only  a  s h o r t  t ime  b e i n g  r e q u i r e d  u n t i l  ready f o r  t h e  
o r d e r  from t h e  wagonmaster -- ' P u l l  out! ' " 
96 Ware, op. c i t . ,  140-141. 
97 Majors ,  OD. c i r . ,  105. 
98 ~ e a r n e s , = n  J o u r n a l ,  op. c i t .  
99 Young, op. c i t . ,  m f e ,  m., 283. 
100 R o l f e ,  0:. y e ,  1g3. 
101  Ware, op cl . , 
102 Hooker, op. c i t . ,  39-40. 
u s u a l l y  produced t h e  d e s i r e d  e f f e c t  on a laggard, lo3 f o r  t h e  snap of 
t h e  l a s h  "was a t e r r o r  t o  t h e  poor bruzes" under t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  
d r ive r .  10 4 
rn 
 he " b ~ l l  whacker, " n o v e r t h ~ l a s ~ ; ,  f ~ i l l y  l o s t  h i s  cons ide ra t ion  i n  
t h e  use  of h i s  wfii? on t h e  r a t t l e s n a k e s .  Their  s k i l l  he re  n e t t e d  good 
r e t u r n s ,  f o r  t h e y  c l e a r e d  t h e  roadway of t h e s e  r e p t i l e s  which occasion- 
a l l y  would s t r i k e  f a t a l l y  the t r a i n ' s  animals. 105 
The ambit ion of every wagon-master was t o  g e t  h i s  t r a i n  on t h e  
t r a i l  ahead of a l l  o the r s .  Of'tentimes t h e  wh i t e  covered wagons s t r e t c h -  
ed out on t h e  p r a i r i e  as f a r  as t h e  eye could  see. lo' Two, t h r e e ,  o r  
f o u r  o r  more t r a i n s  were moving c o n s t a n t l y  along t h e  rou te ,  "some going 
e a s t ,  some going we st. 11107 
On a c l e a r  s t i l l  day t h e  c louds  of dus t  s t i r r e d  up by t h e  moving 
wagons could be seen "twenty mi l e s  away," and t h e r e  was heard when t h e  
wind favored " the  pop-popping of t h e  b u l l  ivhips f o r  a good two miles .  11108 
There i s  a record of one f r e i g h t e r  of 1866 t h a t  t r a i n s ,  when on a hard  
t r a i l ,  could  bs heard while  " th ree  o r  f o u r  m i l e s  away. 11 109 
T e a s  were t r e b l e d  o r t en t imes  t o  draw a wagon over a s t eep  h i l l  o r  
through a sof t  bottomed r i v e r  D r  stream. I f  a wagon was s t a l l e d ,  teams 
from o the r  wagons mere unhi tched and brought t o  t h e  rescue of t h e  wagon 
i n  t r o u b l e .  On t h e  descent  of -the s t e e p  s lopes  it was necessary  t o  lock  
both  r e a r  wheels and even then  t h e  heavy wagons l i t e r a l l y  would s l i d e  
103 Ib id .  
104 Cox, op. c i t . ,  75. 
105 P e l z e r ,  o c i t . ,  142; Mr. Majors, op. c i t e ,  105, s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  
f r e i g h t e r s  + on he Santa  Fe rou te  sometimes would send s e v e r a l  men 
"ahead of' t h e  caravan with whips t o  f r i g h t e n  t h e  snakes" out  of 
t h e  roadway. 
106 Marvin, op. c i t . ,  227. 
107 Sydenham, op. c i t . ,  166. 
108 Bechdolt , op. c i t  . , 210. 
109 Bentley,  op. c i t . ,  49. 
down t h e  h i l l s i d e  u n t i l  a l e v e l  ..ras reached. A t  t h e  bo t t an  of t h e  h i l l s  
"the most inconvenient  p lace  f o r  such p r m k s ,  " t h e  oxen d e l i z y t e d  t o  t u r n  
off  t o  grass .  110 
Xention has  been made of t h e  e x t r a  c a t t l e  wi th  a t r a i n .  These, it 
w i l l  be r e c a l l e d ,  wer s  f o r  replacements  i n  case  of i n j u r y ,  lameness or  
i l l n e s s  of any of t h e  animals  i n  yoke. Lameness and i n j u r y  t o  t h e  oxen 
was caused gene ra l ly  by bad d r iv ing  down t n e  s t e e p  h i l l s ,  and by f a i l -  
i n g  t o  lock t h e  wheels i n  such p laces .  If t h e  "ex t r a s "  were not  brought 
from t h e  base t h e  wagon-master might purchase them from s e t t l e r s  o r  
ranchnen along t h e  t r a i l .  Rules on t h e  road p r o h i b i t e d  t h e  herding of 
t h e  loose  c a t t l e  ahead of t h e  t r a i n .  To avoid  a l l  unnecessary confusion 
they  were made t o  fo l low t h e  wagons and tr man was d e t a i l e d  each da;; t o  
ca re  for tile e x t r a s .  It was a t i rescme t a s k  and no  ' b u l l  v~hacker"enjoy- 
ed it. Generally s t e e r s  t h a t  had become very  lame v e r e  l e f t  behind. 
9umane t rea tment  was  shown r e a l l y  5y  t h i s  a c t ,  f o r  it ended any f u r t h e r  
su f f e r ing  of t h e  animals  and they  would not  s ta rve .  111 
The f r e i g h t e r s  always enjoyed t h e  days ' o r  hours  of r e s t  spent  a t  
one of t h e  f o r t s  a long  t h e  way. I n  1863 Fort  Xearny had about a thousand 
s o l d i e r s  grid t h e  s o l d i e r s  were a s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  t r a i n s  a s  were t h e  
" b u l l  whackers" in  t h e  f o r t s .  They vratahed a l l  t h e  pas s ing  t r a i n s  nop- 
i ng  t o  see  someone they  might know. For t  Kearny w a s  a haven t o  t r a i n -  
men and t h e  s i g h t  of Old Glory "waving from t h e  f l a g s t a f f "  gladdened every 
f r e i g h t e r ' s  h e a r t .  This  was t r u e  of a l l  t h e  f o r t s  a long  t h e  rou te ,  and 
Greeley, op. c i t . ,  24; Chandless, op. c i t . ,  1 2 2 ,  72, 55. 
Chandless, op. c i t . ,  34, 40, 82,  9-
Bruffey , o p x  26.
e s p e c i a l l y  d id  t h e  S t a r s  and S t r i p e s  beckon t o  t h e  t rainmen a p a t e r n a l  
welcome a t  o l d  Fo r t  Laramie some t h r e e  hundred and f i f t y  m i l e s  P ~ r t h e r  
west .  There were t h e  boys i n  b lue ,  t h e  f o r t ,  t h e  "homes of. c i v i l i z e d  
peop leBn  Ind ians  and Indian  t r a d e r s ,  "squaws and papooses. rt113 
A l l  t h e  t rainmen went anned, and when i n  h o s t i l e  Indian  t e r r i t o r y  
t h e  wagons t r a v e l e d  i n  double f i l e  f o r  g r e a t e r  s a fe ty .  This  form of 
t r a v e l  g r e a t l y  impeded t h e  progress  of t h e  t r a i n ,  f o r  much b e t t e r  t ime 
was made d r i v i n g  s i n g l e  fi le. '14 Following a r e  given two examples of 
t r a i n s  and t h e i r  personnel ,  t h e  number of vagons, and t h e i r  des t ina -  
t i m  and equipmens i n  a m .  M r .  ~ e l i n e ' l ~  w r i t i n g  i n  1866 quoted from 
a Kearney Ci ty  paper  dated June 6 of  t h a t  year :  
"'Conductor Harmon Kish, 20 ox wagons, 30 men, 8 guns, 
23 revolvers ;  bound f o r  Denver. 
"'Conductor S. M. S c o t t ,  32 wagons, 34 men, 34 revolvers ,  
20 guns; bound f o r  S a l t  Lake. I" 
Al l  t r a i n s  pas s ing  a government f o r t  i n  1865 were r equ i r ed  t o  have 
a s u f f i c i e n t  number of  men which i n  t h e  judgment of t h e  p o s t ' s  commander 
were a b l e  t o  cope w t ~ h  t h e  Indians.  Generally or,e hundred men were con- 
s ide red  necessary.  The danger l a y  i n  t h e  sepa ra t ion  of  t r a i n s  once a 
f o r t  was passed. It seems t h a t  t h e  most despera te  foes  were t h e  de- 
graded half-breeds and t h e  squaw men. The l a t t e r  were most ly French 
and Spanish. 116 
It becane necessary  f o r  t r a i n s  t o  be  organized i n  m i l i t a r y  order  
dur ing  t h e  most c r i t i c a l  pe r iods  of Indian  h o s t i l i t y .  A t  every pos t  t h e  
t r a i n s  mere n a l t e d  and t h e  men counted. S ix ty  wagons and one hundred men, 
113 Sydenham, o c i t . ,  169, 170, 173. 
114 Le l ine ,  22; Clarke, op. c i t . ,  303. 
115 Meline, b., 22. 
116 Young, op. c i t . ,  43-44. 
wrote Y r .  ~ ~ s o n , l ' ~  were r equ i r ed  before  a  t r a i n  might pass  on. To make 
up t h e  number, t r a i n s  and o u t f i t s  were un i t ed ,  and. of f ' i cers  were appoin t -  
ed. A c a p t a i n  or  conductor was c iven  fill cornrand of t h e  u n i t e d  t r a i n s  
and h i s  o rde r s  were t o  be obeyed. 118 
A copy of a m i l i t a r y  order  i s  i n s e r t e d  he re  which i s  exemplary of 
t h e  many t h a t  were i s s u e d  i n  t hose  t r y i n g  years .  
" 'Yeadquarters Pos t ,  For t  Kearney, N. T., 
October 16,  1865. 
" 'Spec ia l  Order No. 256 - I n  compliance wi th  s p e c i a l  o rder  
No. 41, C. S., headquar te rs  department of t h e  Missouri ,  t h e  t r a i n s  
now a t  t h i s  pos t  ready t o  s t a r t  west  a r e  organized i n t o  a  company 
f o r  mutual p r o t e c t i o n  and t h e  s a f e t y  of t h e  t r a i n .  M r .  W. W. 
:Vatson i s  hereby appointed conductor and w i l l  be h e l d  r e spons ib l e  
f o r  t h e  nolding of t h e  o rgan iza t ion  and t r a i n  toge ther .  In no 
case  w i l l  he permit  t h e  t r a i n  nor  men under h i s  charge t o  s t r a g g l e  
a long  %he road. He w i l l  camp as nea r  m i l i t a r y  p o s t s  a s  poss ib l e ,  
and \rill r e p o r t  any insubordina t ion  among t h e  men belonging t o  t h e  
t r a i n  t o  t h e  comnanding o f f i c e r  a t  t h e  pos t  n e a r e s t  t h e  p lace  where 
such insubordina t ion  s h a l l  have a r i s e n .  By order.  
'E .  B. Murphy, 
'Captain Seventh Iowa Cavalry, Commanding Post .  
I?. P. Leland, 
'Lieutenant  and Po st ~ d j u t a n t  .'"119 
I n  c s se  of a n  approaching a t t ~ c k  by t h e  Indians ,  cool ,  quick and ef -  
f e c t i v e  a c t i o n  was needed on t h e  p a r t  of every man. The wagons were form- 
ed i n t o  c o r r a l ;  t h e  c a t t l e  were dr iven  wi th in ;  every  gap was secure ly  
chained; and t h e  guns were loaded f o r  immediate serv ice .  120 
There were t imes  when t h e  m i l i t a r y  p o s t s  s e n t  an e sco r t  of s o l d i e r s  
w i th  t h e  u n i t e d  t r a i n s .  121  
But occas ions  a r o s e  when an e s c o r t  of s o l d i e r s  served a g a i n s t  t h e  
t r a i n  i n s t e a d  of p r o t e c t i n g  it. They were not c a s e s  of Indian  a t t a c k s ,  
however. M r .  r e l a t e s  t h e  exper ience  t h a t  a number of  tough 
f r e i g h t e r s  had w i ~ h  t h e  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t y  of one pos t .  Tney had caused 
117 Tyson, 
118 Ibid.;  
119 m e ,  op. 
120 Sydenham, op. c i t . ,  171. 
121  Barns, o p . r 2 0 1 - 2 0 2 .  
1 2 2  Ware, op. c i t . ,  382-384. 
cons iderable  depreda t ions  a t  a ranch seventeen mi l e s  e a s t  of' Ju l e sbu rg  
while  on a r e t u r n  t r i p  from Denver t o  t h e i r  e a s t e r n  base. The ranch  
owner r epo r t ed  t h e  a f f a i r  t o  t h e  Commander of %he nearby f o r t  who s e n t  
a corpora l  and e i g h t  men w i t h  o rde r s  t o b r i n g  t h e  wagon-master t o  t h e  
post .  The wagon-master ref'used t o  come and seve ra l  "roughneck b u l l  whack- 
e r s "  o f f e red  some show of arms. The outcome was t h e  b r ing ing  t o  t h e  f o r t  
no t  only t h e  wagon-boss but w i th  him two o r  t h r e e  teamsters .  Upon re-  
f 'usal t o  s e t t l e  f o r  t h e  danages done, which t h e  ranchman c a l c u l a t e d  had 
amounted t o  $162.50, t h e  men were sen t  t o  t h e  guard-house where, t hey  
were t o l d ,  t hey  would remain u n t i l  t h e  amount was pa id  i n  cash. 
The fol luwing morning t h e  men promptly s e t t l e d  t h e  account .  But 
t h i s  d id  n o t  end t h e  mat te r .  The For t  Co~nmander s e n t  a s o l d i e r  e s c o r t  
wi th  o rde r s  .to accompany t h e  t r a i n  t o  a p o i n t  t e n  m i l e s  e a s t  of t h e  
ranch. This ,  we might say,  was an e a r l y  case  of f r i c t i o n  between a 
f r e i g h t i n g  campany and a granger; t h e  d & e  was 1864. 
There was cons ide rab le  l i f e  a long  t h e  t r a i l  a s  w e l l  a s  l i f e  on t h e  
t r a i l .  The most conspicuous l i f e  was t h e  exuberant p r a i r i e  grass .  Here 
and t h e r e  blossomed t h e  wi ld  lup ine .  In t h e  v a l l e y s  grew some t imber ,  
t h e  most common k inds  of t r e e s  be ing  t h e  elm, maple, h ickory ,  oak, and 
cottonwood, t h e  l a t t e r  e s p e c i a l l y  c l o s e  t o  water .  On t h e  h o t  days of 
J u l y  and August t h e s e  l i t t l e  shady p l a c e s  tempted t h e  passers-by, f o r  
shade, water  and r e s t  were most i n v i t i i g .  123 
"They used t o  t a k e  t h e  s h o r t e s t  c u t  
The c a t t l e  t r a i l s  had made; 
Get down t h e  h i l l  by t h e  easy  s lope  
To t h e  water  and t h e  shadeOn124 
123 Chandless, op. c i t . ,  24-26. 
124 P i p e r ,  op. c i t . ,  55. 
The plains-wolf was not  a n  emaciated o r  famished f e l low,  "but r a t h e r  
a s l eek ,  wel l-condit ioned gentleman." He d e l i g h t e d  t o  s t e a l  bacon from 
t h e  n b u l l  whackerst' mess box. Be might a t t a c k  man or  animal i f  t hey  were 
disabled.  125 Coyotes t h e  s i z e  of "shepherd dogs" roamed t h e  p r a i r i e s .  
Great he rds  of b u f f a l o  bes ides  thousand of  e l k ,  an te lope ,  and deer  grazed 
on t h e  ex t ens ive  p l a i n s .  There was no lack  of pra i r ie -dogs ,  pole  c a t s  
q u i t e  ab19 t o  p r o t e c t  themselves,  burrowing owls, r a t t l e s n a k e s ,  and g ra s s -  
h o p ~ e r s .  12' I n  1855, M r .  ~ h a n d l e s s l ' ~  t e l l s  u s ,  t h e  grasshoppers  were a 
troublesome p e s t ;  "we saw.. .grasshoppers; smelt  grasshoppers;  b rea thed  
grasshoppers; and a t e  grasshoppers.  " 
I n  t h e  t a l l  p r a i r i e  g r a s s  l i v e d  t h e  sage-hens. Pra i r ie -ch ickens  
were i n  abundance, and meadow-larks, p love r s ,  song-sparraws and curlews 
con t r ibu ted  t h e i r  b i t  t o  break t h e  monotony of %he t ra i l .  Cowbirds i n  
l a r g e  f l o c k s  followed t h e  t r a i n s .  128 
"!lave you an eye f o r  t h e  t r a i l s ,  t h e  t r a i l s ,  
The o ld  mark and t h e  new? 
\%at s c u r r i e d  h e r e ,  whsc  l o i t e r e d  t h e r e ,  
I n  t h e  dus t  and i n  t h e  dew?"129 
Numerous e x t r a  jobs occupied t h e  " b u l l  whacl:ersfl when i n  camp o r  de- 
layed a long  t h e  t r a i l .  There were boxes t o  wedge, ox-bow keys t o  make 
and bows t o  fit t o  yokes, wheels t o  f i x ,  oxen t o  shoe, t i r e s  t o  t i g h t e n ,  
and wagons t o  grease.  130 Because of  t h e  sand and dust t h e  wheels had 
t o  be  greased  f r equen t ly .  131  
The rough roads of some sec t i cn  s a long  t h e  r o u t e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  west of 
For t  Laramie, caused many breakdowns. But anywhere on t h e  t r a i l  t h e  mud 
ho le s ,  t h e  h i l l s ,  t h e  r i v e r  c ros s ings ,  t h e  heavy sands, t h e  s t e e p  grades  
125 Chandless, 
127 Chandless,  
126 Ib id . ,  80; 
128 Ib id . ,  103; Jou rna l ,  op. c i t .  
129 mr, op. c i t . ,  56. . 
130 B r a t t ,  o c l t . ,  52, 55. 
-i?i 131 Ware, op c l  ., 140. 
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were a consxsnt  problem f o r  t h e  t rainmen and a problem i n  p a r t i c u l a r  f o r  
t h e  wagon-mast er.  132 
Long s p e l l s  of dry weather loosened t h e  t i r e s  on t h e  wheels ,  and 
t h e s e  had t o  be r e s e t  wh i l e  on t h e  t r a i l  even though no s p e c i a l  machin- 
e r y  was aT; hand f o r   he purpose. The process  of t h i s  work i s  descr ibed  
by jdr. Clarke. 133 
"...the wagon f e l l o e  would be inc reased  w i t h  one o r  two 
t h i c l a e s s e s  of heavy co t ton  duck t acked  on. Then t h i s  would 
be w e t  and t h e  wagon t i r e  placed on t h e  ground surrounded by 
' bu f f a lo  ch ips1  and s e t  on f i r e .  'When red-hot and f u l l y  ex- 
panded it would be  l i f t e d  on t o  t h e  wheel, and a s  soon as i n  
p l a c e ,  waxer poured on so  a s  not  t o  b u m  t h e  duck o r  f e l l o e ,  
and it would sh r ink  i n t o  place.  It was seldom t h a t  a t i r e  
had t o  be sec a second time." 
Because of t h e  d ry  and sandy roads t h e  oxen o f t e n  became lame and 
foot -sore ,  and needed t o  be shod. Shoes, made i n  p a i r s  f o r  t h e  cloven 
hoof, were p a r t  of each t r a i n ' s  supplies.134 A s  a genera l  r u l e  no ox- 
shoeing needed t o  be done except  on t h e  t r a i l .  A por t ab le  forge  sup- 
p l i e d  t h e  hea t  neoessary f o r  t he  job. A s t e e r  was a s  r e l u c t a n t  t o  come 
t o  t h e  wagon wheel f o r  h i s  shoes a s  he had been r e l u c t a n t  t o  come f o r  
h i s  brand. For tuna te ly  f o r  him, however, t h e  shoeing c o s t  him no suf- 
f e r i n g .  With h i s  hoof preseed  f i r m l y  aga ins t  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  wheel t h e  
shoes were n a i l e d  on i n  shorz order .  One acquirement t h a t  the wagon- 
masr;er needed f o r  h i s  p o s i t i o n  was a b i l i t y  t o  perform t h e  ox-shoeing 
job i n  case t h e  t eams te r s  could not do it. 135 
"Have you an eye f o r  t h e  l aden  wheel, 
The worn t i r e  or  t h e  new? 
O r  t h e  s ign  of t h e  p r a i r i e  pony's hoof 
Was never t r i a ~ e d  f o r  shoe?"136 
a c m s ,  
Clarke 
Ib id .  
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op. c i t . ,  70. 
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c i t . ,  201. e , 55. 
Some t r a i n s  p r e f e r r e d  wood r a t h e r  t h a n  b u f f a l o  o r  cow c h i p s  f o r  
f 'uel .  T'hen wood became s c a r c e  on t h e  upper  P l a t t e  a t r a i n  might  h a l t  
f o r  a day and  send two o r  t h r e e  wagons, from which t h e  car go had been 
unloaded,  i n t o  t h e  f o o t - h i l l s  f o r  wood. Three rragon l o a d s  would sup- 
p l y  f u e l  f o r  anoxher  t e n  days. 137 
Any d e l ~ y  a l o n g  t h e  -my was welcomed bi t h e  men, i 'or  i f  no e x t r a  
t a s k s  were a ' s s igned  t h e  t i m e  was s p e n t  i n  g e t t i n g  o u t  t h e  wash, i n  mend- 
i n g  c l o t h e s ,  look ing  f o r  w i l d  f r u i t  i n  season ,  o r  t a k i n g  a " d e l i c i o u s  
b a t h e n  if there  should be a pond, c r e e k  o r  r i v e r  nearby.  A b a r  of soap 
t o  a " b u l l  whackerr'  was a lmost  a p r i c e l e s s  p o s s e s s i o n ,  f o r  t h e  canp 
s u p p l i e s  d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  a lways t h i s  i tem.  S o l d i e r s  a t  t h e  f o r t s  some- 
~ i m e s  gRve soap t o  t h e  t r a inmen .  138 
The t ' b u l l  whacker s" l i f e  was a rough and  h a r d  l i f e  , b u t  i t  was 
noT a l i f e  of a l l  h a r d s h i p  o r  a l i f e  of a l l  g loan .  Tnere were b r i g h t  
days ,  many b r i g h t  days.  It was a l i f e  t h a z  had i t s  sunsh ine .  Each day  
brought  something new, something d i f f e r e n t ,  and something i n t e r e s t i n g .  
L i f e  or! t h e  t r a i l  had i t s  t o i l ,  r i s k  and  s u f f e r i n g ;  l i f e  on t h e  t r a i l  
had i t s  p l e a s u r e ,  de fence  and contentment .  
0, was it t h e  f r e i g h t e r s  l a s t  wenz by, 
And where w i l l  t h e y  f o r d  t h e  s t ream? 
' ,fiere w i l l  t h e y  h a l t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  dusk,  139 And rlshere w i l l  t h e i r  camp-f i res  gleam? 
137 B r u f f e y ,  op. c i t . ,  26. 
138 Chandless ,  c i t . ,  89-90, 27 ,  62. 
139 The o r i g i n a  P- verse h a s  been paraphrased  h e r e ,  bu t  i n  t h i s  f r e e  
t r a n s l a t i o n  acknowledgement i s  hereby g i v e n  t o  XI-. P i p e r ,  op. 
-
tit.. 55. 
Dangers and 3 i s k s  of t h e  T r a i l  
A stampede ms dreaded  more t h a n  a l n o s t  any o t h e r  m i s f o r t u n e  t h a t  
might t a k e  p l a c e  on t h e  t r a i l .  On such o c c a s i o n s  it f r e q u e n t l y  nappen- 
ed t h a t  many an imals  were  " i r r e t r i e v a b l y  l o s t "  c a u s i n g  t h e  f a i l u r e  of 
a t r a i n  t o  reach  i t s  d e s t i n a t i o n .  1 
Storms were t h e  most c m o n  c a u s e s  of' t h e  stampede,  and s torms a l -  
s o  were t n e  c a u s e s  01 extreme discomi 'or ts  f o r  t n e  men. The c a t t l e  would 
becorne "c razed  wich  f r i g h t 1 '  and t h e  i n s t a n t  t h e y  cou ld  be l o o s e d ,  w i t h  
much d i f r ' i c u l t y ,  from t h e i r  yokes  and  chti ins a mad mass of s n o r t i n g ,  
b e l l m r i n g ,  s t anped ing  a n i m a l s  r a c e d  a i m l e s s l y  on to  t h e  b road  p r a i r i e ,  
4 
t h e  r o a r  and  n o i s e  of i t s  d e p a r t u r e  becoming l o s t  i n  che t h u n d e r  and 
b l a s t s  OL' t h e  storm. A f t e r  s e v e r a l  days  0 1  s e a r c h  t h e  c a t t l e  might be - 
over taken  mRny rni les  from canp perh-ps "none -che v:orse f o r  t h e i r  f 'ear-  
f .~l  e x p e r i e ~ l c e .  l t 2  Y r .  I?olfe3 r e c n l l e d  an  e x p e r i e n c e  -:hen one h a l f  of 
a stamneded herd  wa:; l o s t ,  s n d  t h e  few a n i m a l s  t h a t  were found a f t e r  
many days were " f o r t y  m i l e s  from t h e  camp from n h i c h  t h e y  s t a r t e d . "  
Every p o s s i b l e  p r o v i s i o n  w a s  made f o r , t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  c a t -  
t l e .  An approaching s t o r m  a t  n i g h t  was s u f f i c i e n t  r eason  f o r  imnedi-  
a t e  c o r r a l l i n g  of t h e  s t e e r s .  When i n  I n d i a n  coun t ry  p i c k e c s  were 
p l a c e d  t , s  watch  f o r  z l ~ e  approach t o  t n e  camp of any r e d s k i n ,  f o r  even 
tnough he came on f r i e n d l y  m i s s i o n  h i s  appearance  might  stampede t i le  
c a t t l e .  4 
1 Karcv. on. c i t  . . 41. b ,  8 
2 Young, op. c i ~ . ,  29-30, 33. 
3 Rol fe .  OD. c i t . .  284. 
L4 Lyon, op. c z ,  260. 
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Yr. 3 r a t t 5  has  e  a  v e r y  i n t e r e s x i n g  paragraph  d e s c r i b i n g  b r i e f -  
l y  9. s-cmnpede w h i l e  on t h e  t r a i l  w i t h  r h e  oxen i n  yoke and  drawing t h e i r  
wagons. 
"Some of our teams g o t  s c a r e d  a t  e i t h e r  a  he rd  of b u f f a l o ,  
a  pack of wolves  or  sneak ing  I n d i a n s  w h i l e  we were doubl ing  
t e r n s ,  p u l l i n g  over  sand h i l l s  a t  t h e  wesL end of t h e  X i t c h e l l  
bottom. >lever b e f o r e  d i d  I s e e  six-yoke ox-teams stampede on 
a  r u  w i t h  loaded  wagons c o n t a i n i n g  s i x t y  t o  seventy  hundred 
pounds oi' dead f r e i g h t .  Some f i r t e e n  teams d i d  t h i s  f o r  n e a r -  
l y  h a l f  a  m i l e ,  going f a s t e r  t h a n  t h e i r  d r i v e r s  c o u l a  run.  I 
d o n ' t  see  how we escaped beirir; run  over ,  I was s i t ~ i n g  i n  my 
T:.%:;oD h a l f  dozing when my team s t a r t e d  w i t h  o'cliers i n  f ' ront  
snci i n  r e a r  o f  iz. Hanging on tm.! t h e  wagon bow saved me from 
b ~ i n i ;  t h r m m  out oi' t h e  wagon, from w h i c h  a t  t h e  f i r s t  ch,mce 
I Jumped, j u s t  c l e a r i n g  zne whee l s  o f  my own wagon a n d  ccus-  
ir,g -;'he team of' t h e  ~ P X - c  wagon T O  shy f r m i  nie a s  I s t r u c k  t h e  
grqxnd and com~enced  t~ scramble T O  ny fq,?t t o  ge7; o u t  o f  t h e  
way. The noise made by t h i s  l i t t l e  stampede was n o t  u n l i k e  
t h e  p a s s i n g  of a  v i g o r o u s  cyclone.  The on ly  damage done was 
t h e  u p s e t t i n g  o f  one wagon and t h e  c r i p n l i n g  o f  a  s t e e r . "  
rn  he men o f t e r t i m e s  came f r o n t h e  t r a i l  c o l d ,  w e t ,  and hungry,  o n l y  
t o  be o rdored  a t  once on guard cluty. Here t h e  men showed. the r e a l  s p i r i t  
t h a t  possessed  them. The warming, d r y i n g  f i r e  iYoU.ld be l e f t  b r a v e l y  and 
i ~ ~ ~ e d i a t e l y  a t  t h e  c a l l  t o  du ty .  6 
Seavy ra ins  hastily s e n t  many a  " b ~ i l i  vhacicer'' from h i s  bed be- 
n e a t h  ?;he b i g  wagons t o  g r e a t e r  s a f e t y  from inucda t io f i  on t o p  a l o a d  
of f r e i g h t  benea th  t h e  s p r e a d i n g  canvass  covers .  7 
The p l a i n s  a t  t i m e s  were covered w i t h  w a t e r  which caused t h e  t r a i n s  
t o  move s lowly,  and  which added  no  conifort t o  t h e  t e a m s t e r s  Piho were ob- 
l i g e d  t o  t r s v e l  a n k l e - ~ e s p  i n  ?vater b e s i d e  t h e i r  teams a long  t h e  t r a i l .  8 
' .Ti& w a t e r  d i d  n o t  f a c i l i . t a t e  t h e  f 'ording of' the r i v e r s .  One by 
one t h e  ?;agons would. be b r o u s h t  a c r o s s  u n t i l  t h e  e n t i r e  t r a i n  was s a f e l y  
5 B r a t t ,  op. c i t . ,  67.  
6 Chandless ,  op. c i t . ,  22. 
7 I b i d . ,  3 1 - 3 2 .  
8 m., 36; Majors ,  op. c i t . ,  143. 
- 
on t h e  "goalward" s ide .  Bl;t t h i s  t a s k  f r e q u e n t l y  requi red  t h e  t ime of 
two or  t h r e e  days and it o f t en  r equ i r ed  t h e  d r i v e r s  t o  c ros s  and t o  re -  
c r o s s  a cree!; or  r i v e r  many t imes.  M r .  B r a t t  and t h r e e  f e l l o w  wagoners 
crossed one r i v e r  fou r t een  t imes  i n  one day. They would t ake  advantage, 
however, of t h e  backs of t h e  e x t r a  oxen on t h e  r e t u r n  t r i p s  through t h e  
water  t o  he lp  b r i n g  over another  wagon. 9 
I n  1862 a " f e a r f u l  b l i zza rd"  caught a f r e i g h t - t r a i n  on t h e  t r a i l  
twenty m i l e s  e a s t  of F o r t  Kearny. I t  was  "a t e r r i f i c  nor thwes ter  w i t h  
blindin,: snow." To b u i l d  a f i r e  was a l l  but  impossible  and a w a r m  meal 
was indeed out of t h e  quest ion.  10 
In January of 1864 a mule t r a i n  loaded w i t h  corn and f l o u r  f o r  Den- 
v e r  encoimtered a t e r r i f i c  b l i z z a r d  near  ~e P l a t t e  River some f o u r  m i l e s  
e a s t  of Fort  Cottonvrood. The wagons became separa ted  and some of t h e  
animals were dr iven before t h e  g a l e  and were never  overtaken o r  caught 
again.  The t r a i n  was almost a t o t a l  wreck. Tihat corn  and f l o u r  could 
be salvaged was s o l d  t o  t h e  f o r t  and t h e  few saved or  r e t r i e v e d  mules 
were h i t c h e d  t o  what undamaged wagons renained and dr iven  back t o  t h e i r  
e a s t  e rn  base. 11 
A t  Three Crossings on t h e  Sweetwater a heavy snow accompanied by 
wind and dus t  engulfed a t r a i n  encamped t h e r e  i n  1855. The t r a i n  crew 
had taken  no warning of  t h e  approaching storm t h e  evening before  and 
discovered t h e  fol lowing morning t h a t  t h e i r  cooking and t a b l e  u t e n s i l s  
of s k i l l e t s ,  pans, k e t t l e s ,  p l a t e s ,  cups and a11 w a s  bur ied  beneath 
t h e  snow. A " p i t i f u l  f i r e "  made from sage-brush f m  m which t h e  snow 
was shalren l i t t l e  served t o  warm t h e  brealcfast.  1 2  
9 B r a t t ,  op. c i t . ,  66. 
10 Lyon, ope c i t . ,  266. 
11 Ware, op* c s t . ,  101. 
12  Chandless,  op. c i t . ,  107. 
k fo r ty -e igh t  hour mow storm h e l d  a  f r e i g h t - t r a i n  a t  Plum Creek f 'o r  
two days l a t e  i n  1856. The p r a i r i e  was covered wixh snow and <he stock 
having no food and being beaten and bl inded by t h e  storm becarrte very  r e s t -  
l e s s  and w i t n  much d i f f i c u l t y  was h e l d  i n  t h e  c o r r a l .  Idevertheless,  t h e  
crevr of t h a t  t r a i n  f e l t  f o r t u n a t e  indeed when it l a t e r  compared i t s  ex- 
per ience  vrith %hat  of another  crew a t  t h e  same p l ace  seven y e a r s  l a t e r ,  
'That year t h e  men faced not  a storrr~ of snow and wind but  it faced  in -  
s t ead  a s t o n  of  arrows and b d l i e t s  from some two huccired Cheyenre red 
men. NOT one rr.ember of t n n t  crev: was l e f t  t o  t e l l  t h e  s tory .  13 
A newspapPr iten of t h e  year 1858 r e v e s l s  what h a r d s h i ~  and s u f f e r -  
i ng  came t o  a  small  group of teamsters  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e i r  e a s t e r n  base 
i n  December of tha-c year .  
"Arr iva l  from Fort Bridger of seventeen men i n  employ of 
Russe l l ,  Xaj o r s ,  6- W ~ d d e l l  - L e f t  For t  Bridger on November 1 
met wi th  greax s u f f e r i n g  on P la ins .  Cold and snow. O b l i ~ e d  t o  
le ave t h e i r  wagons a t  S a l t  Creek about f i f t y  r r i les  wes t ,  swamp- 
ed i n  t h e  deep mow. Men nea r ly  frozen.  Food scarce .  Flour  
s e l l i n g  a t  $25 8. $30 a  sacl: on r o ~ t e ,  Coffee 50 R: 75$ l b . ,  
o ther  p rov i s ions  very high.  "I4 
',43en a  wagon-train l e f i  i t s  e a s t e r n  base and headed. i t s  "po in t e r s "  
westward t h e r e  was one t h i n g  which was a  c e r t a i n t y ,  " the c e r t a i n t y  of 
t r o u b l e  somewhere along t h e  road." And during t h e  yea r s  of t h e  red  
man's h o s t i l i t y  Indian  i ' i gh t ing ,  i f  only a  skirmish,  r1ms expected on 
e v ~ r y  t r i p .  15  
The Indian  danger . . zone i n  Nebraska w a s  mainly i n  t h e  reg ion  v e s t  of 
Fort  Kenmy. 16 9ut even i n  t h e  danger zone t h i n p s  would be q u i e t  f o r  a 
13 Sydenham, op. c i t . ,  171. 
14  Nebraska Ci ty  News, December 18,  1858. 
16 Barns, op. 
t ime an? then suddenly a s  i f  they  a rose  out oi' t h e  e a r t h  .the Ind ians  
would a p t x a r  and at terrpt  o r  commit some depredat ion.  Ind ian  boys f o l -  
lowed t h e  t r a i n s  and caused cons iderable  annoyance. 1 7  
When Ind ians  were r epo r t ed  nea r  guns and ammunition vrere d i s t r i b u t e d ,  
and t h e  teams were ordered two a b r e a s t  t h u s  making a double f i l e  on t h e  
road. It was i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  observe t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  men before  an 
Indian  a t t a c k ,  remarks one wro te r ;  a few might be cowards; a f ew look- 
ed upon t h e  o rdea l  as a n  adventure and e'xpected t o  see some fun; but  t h e  
t h i r d  group, and t h e  l a r g e s t  group, cons idered  it all as s t e r n  r e a l i t y  
and s e r i o u s  bus iness  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of l i f e  a d  property.  18 
'iVithin t h e  improvised f o h  made by t h e  b i g  wagons brave men made 
many a brave f i g h t .  "Weather-stained t eams te r s  l y i n g  on t h e i r  b e l l i e s  
under t h e  v e h i c l e s , "  used t h e i r  r i f l e s  w i t h  slaw but c e r t a i n  "p rec i s ion  
aga ins t  t h e  v i d e r  c i r c l e  of naked w a r r i o r s  whooping around them on t h e i r  
bare-backed ponies. 11 19 
Vith t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of a w e l l  made c o r r a l  f i f t y  s teady  nerve6 men 
could outwi t  " f i v e  t i n e s  t h e i r  number. 11 20 
I n  1866, sLaoes Mr. ~ r a t t , ~ '  f r e i g h t  t r a i n s  were a t t a c k e d  d a i l y  on 
t h e  t r a i l s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  on t h e  Cal i fornSa  T r a i l .  
The g r e a t e s t  p lunde r ingwas  done by "prowling bands of Indians ,"  
and i n  s p i t e  of a l l  t h e  care and p recau t ion  taken  some wagon t r a i n s  were 
despoi led ,  t h e  wagons des t royed  by t h e  t o r c h ,  t h e  c a t t l e  d r iven  away, 
and t h e  t r a i n  crew k i l l e d .  22 
Ib id . .  201. 
-n; op. c i t . ,  259; Chandless, 
Bechdolz, o c i t . ,  209. 
9 i S l  Y o u n g , o p . c l . ,  . 
~ 1 . t . ~  53. 
Cox, or, 75, 76. 
op. c i t . ,  57, 86. 
A t  A c k l e y l s  rench n i n e  m i l e s  above J u l e s b u r g  a t r a i n  o f  s e v e n t e e n  
wagons was burned by t h e  I n d i a n s  i n  1865. The w a g m s  were loaded  w i t h  
g r o c e r i e s  and  t h e  I n d i a n s  had a  merry  t i m e  around t h e i r  p r i z e  wbich t h e y  
sa lvaged  before  f i r i n g  t h e  t r a i n .  The t r a i n  crew and ranchmen had p u t  
up a  s t i f f  f i g h t  b e f o r e  t h e y  f i n a l l y  escaped  t o  a  m i l i t a r y  p o s t  l eav-  
i n g  t h e  t r a i n  t o  t h e  r e d s k i n s .  2 3 
Setween t h e  17 th  a ~ . d  20th  of J u l y ,  1866, on Cedar Fork,  a  rr-assacre 
occured and i n  t h e  l i s t  of  t h e  dead was t h e  name of  t h e  wagon-master, 
a  Mr. D i l l o n .  T h i s  was t:he r e s u l t  o f  a n o t h e r  I n d i a n  a t t ac l :  on a n  over- 
l a n d  f r e i g h t - t r a i n .  2 4  
The I n d i a n  War of  1864 caused t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of many a  t r a i n  and 
t h e  l o s s  o f  many a  f r e i g h t e r ' s  l i f e .  In t h e  autumn of  1865 at a  p l a c e  
c a l l e d  Elm Creek Ranch, o p p o s i t e  f rom where Lexington,  Nebraska,  i s  nuw 
l o c a t e d ,  one t r a i n  a r r i v e d  a t  a s p o t  where e l e v e n  men had r e c e n t l y  been 
b u r i e d ,  " t h e i r  b lood  s t i l l  s t a i n i n g  t h e  ground vhere  t h e y  had f a l l e n  
and t h e i r  l o a d s ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  of s h e l l e e  c o r n ,  s t i l l  burning.  The s i g h t  
of t h e  demolished ranches  and remnants of b u r n t  wagons grew t o  be a con- 
mon e x p e r i e n c e  vri th us .  1t 25 The b o d i e s  of t h e  e leven  men had been b u r i e d  
by t h e  crew of a f r e i g h t  t r a i n  t h a c  had p a s s e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  t r a g e d y .  
Those were t h e  t i m e s  " t h a t  t r i e d  men's s o u l s , "  and,  pe rhaps ,  t h e r e  nev- 
e r  wers  b r a v e r  men t h a n  t h o s e  who t r a v e l e d  t h e  p l a i n s  on t h e  over land  
f r e i g h t s  i n  t h o s  days of h a r d s h i p  and danger.  2 6  
A v e r y  common p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e  I n d i a n s  on t h e  war-pach was t o  ambush 
t h e i r  v i c t i m s ,  when p o s s i b l e ,  and  t o  s t e a l  t h e i r  l i v e  s tock .  2 7 
24 ~ i l l o ; ;  n. ; 224. 
25 Tvson. 'kn OD. c i t e  
26 ~ y s o n ;  op. c i t ; ,  -. 
27 Barns ,  op, c i t . ,  203. 
A most awfu l  and h o r r i f y i n g  Indian a t t a c k  and m s s a c r e  t h a z  t o o k  
p l a c e  i n  1865 i s  d e s c r i b e d  by Mr. i n  t h e  f 0 1 l - n ~  b r i e f  story; 
"On t h e y  came i n  s i n g l e  f i l e ,  t h e i r  b lood-curd l ing  war 
whoop enough t o  weaken t h e  b r a v e s t .  C l o s e r  t h e y  came, beaecked 
i n  war -pa in t  and f e a t h e r s ,  t h e i r  c h i e f  i n  t h e  l e a d  resembl ing  
t h e  d e v i l  i n c e r n a t e  ~ ~ 6 t h  a l l  h i s  a i d s  b e n t  on e x t e r m i n a t i n g  a s  
b rave  a  band of f r e i g h t e r s  as e v e r  c r o s s e d  t h e  p l a i n s .  Nearer  
chey ca..e,  heir p o n i e s  on a dead r u ~ ,  t h e  l e f $ l e g  o v e r  t h e  
back,  t h e  r i g h t  under and i n t e r l o c k i n g  t h e  l e f t ,  f i r i n g  from 
t n e  o p v o s i t e  s i d e  of them, duc1:ing  heir heeds ,  e n c i r c l i n g  
t h e  camp and  y e l l i n g  l i k e  demons. T h e i r  r a c k e t ,  t o g e t h e r  ~ 4 t h  
 he y e l p i n g  of  heir n o n ~ r e l  l o g s  and t h e  s n o r t i n g  and bel low- 
i n g  of t h e  c a t t l e ,  made it m unspeakab le  h e l l .  Every man 
s t o o d  t o  h i s  gun, and f r o 9  between t h e  wagons, a t  t h e  command 
o f  t h e  wfigon b o s s ,  poured f o r t h  u i t h  l i g h t n i n g  r a p i d i t y  h i s  
l eaden  messengers  of. d e a t h ,  For abou t  a n  hour  t h e y  made it 
v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  f o r  us .  It was a lmos t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  h i t  one 
a s  t h e y  k e p t  c i r c l i n g  t h e  camp, drawing n e a r e r  w i t h  each c i r -  
c l e  made. How many were l c i l l e d  we d i d  n o t  know a s  t h e y  c a r r i e d  
them o f f ,  b u t  from  he n u ~ b e r  of r i d e r l e s s  p o n i e s ,  a  dozen o r  
more must have been d i s p a t c h e d  t o  t h e i r  happy h u n t i n g  grounds.  
During t h e  f i g h t  a  p o r t i o n  o f  them b o r e  down on t h e  poor  p i l -  
gr ims '  camp, i n  p l a i n  s i g h t ,  and  massacred a l l ,  running o f f  
t h e i r  c a t t l e  and such oi '  t h e i r  o u t f i t  a s  t h e y  nan ted .  
"Savages i n  t h e i r  g l o r y ,  
"Mothers w i t h  babes  a t  t h e i r  s i d e s  and w i t h  u p l i f t e d ,  c lasp-  
'ed hands,  implored t h e  c r u e l  w a r r i o r s  f o r  mercy, b c t  it was l i k e  
pour ing  w a t e r  on  he d e s e r t  sands.  Crazed by t h i r s t  f 'or  b lood 
anci t h e  s c a l p s  of t h e  w h i t e s ,  t h e y  knew no mercy. The n a t c h e t -  
l i k e  tonahawk g l i t t e r i n g  i n  t h e  evening t w i l i g h t ,  h e l d  w i t h  a  
v i c e - l i k e  g r i p  i n  t h e  hanti of a  cowardly savage ,  came down a t  
l a s t  ~v-fxh such f o r c e  a s  t o  c r u s n  th rough  s k u l l  and b r a i n ,  and 
a l l  was over .  We were power less  t o  r e n d e r  a s s i s t m c e .  The 
scene was h e a r t r e n d i n g .  The d e p r e d a t i o n s  of t h e s e  savages  i s  
t o o  revolting t o  r e l a t e ,  and a r t e r  c o m p l e t i n ~  t h e i r  h e l l i s h  
work, t h e y  sneaked back a s  t h e y  c m e ,  keep ing  up t h e i r  s i c k e n -  
i n g  y e l l  u n t i l  d i s t a n c e  drmmed i . t  e n t i r e l y .  " 
I n  a p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r  a  b r i e f  o u t l i n e  was g iven  o f  t h e  work of t h e  
wagon-master. Mention was made a l s o  o f  t h e  danger  t h a t  01"tentines ac -  
companied t h e  wagon-master i n  t h e  performance of t h a t  work. One oi' t h e  
t a s k s  r e q u i r e d  him t o  l e a v e  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  a f f o r d e d  by h i s  t r a i n  and  t o  
go i n  s e a r c h  of s u i t a b l e  w a t e r i n g  p l a c e s  f'or t h e  animals. I n  t i m e s  of 
I n d i a n  h o s t i l i t y  extreme r i s k  was ~ a k e n  when one s e p a r a t e d  h i m s e l f  f o r  
28 Young, op. cit., 61-65. 
any g r e a t  d i s t a n c e  from t h e  wagons; f o r  t h e  r i s k  and danger was g r e a t  
enough when wi th  t h e  wagons. 
h e  h o t  day dur ing  t h e  t ime of t h e  s e r i o u s  Indian  t r o u b l e s  along 
t h e  P l a t t e  Val ley rou te s  a wagon-master scouted t h e  t r a i l  ahead i n  
search  of a wa te r ing  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  t o i l i n g ,  t h i r s t y  teams. 
Re had l o c a t e d  water  and was l e t t i n g  h i s  horse  d r ink ,  but he had 
not  d i  mounted.  elis horse  no more than  had touched t h e  water  w i t h  
h i s  nose when it sensed t h e  presence of Indians .  It jumped i n  alarm, 
and t h e  mr agon-master suddenly found himself  surrounded by a p a r t y  of 
Ind ians  who doubt less  thaught  t h e y  had t h e i r  v i c t i m  trapped.  It was 
q u i t e  impossible  f o r  t h e  one man t o  f i g h t  h i s  way out  o r  t o  escape i n  
any o the r  manner t han  t o  break  through t h e  enc los ing  c i r c l e .  This  he 
d i d ,  and only t h e  speed of h i s  f a i t h f u l  horse  saved him from t h e  sham- 
e r  of arrows and b u l l e t s  sentupon him by t h e  redskins .  They simply 
had no t  c a l c u l a t e d  t h e  movement of t h e  animal i n  t a k i n g  t h e i r  aim. 
Pow it became a r ace  f o r  l i f e .  All t h e  Indians  were l e f t  f a r  behind 
except  one who was r i d i n g  a pony which was much f a s t e r  t han  t h e  horse 
of our wagon-master. On t h e y  came i n  a running due l  toward t h e  t r a i n .  
The wagon-mas% er  emptied h i s  16-shot ca rb ine  r epea t e r ;  he emptied h i s  
two s i x  shooters ;  but t h e  Indian  f a s t e n i n g  himself  t o  t h e  f'ar s i d e  of 
h i s  pony kep t  up an even r a c e  and kept  shoot ing arrows from underneath 
h i s  pony's neck. The wagon-master was now emptying h i s  b e l t  revolver ,  
h i s  l a s t  defence. Aiming one shot a l i t t l e  f a r t h e r  ahead than  he had 
been doing he succeeded i n  cl imaxing t h e  combat and a r i d e r l e s s  Indian  
pony has tened  back t o  t h e  war-party. The wagon-master had rece ived  one 
p a i n f u l  wound, an arrow i n  t h e  h ip .  I t  was t h e  a s s igned  duty of a f e l l o w  
" b u l l  whacker" t o  e x t r a c t  t e n d e r l y  o r  otherwise t h e  embedded shaft.29 
29 Barns, op. ci-i;., 203-205. 
Perhaps out 01' f a i r n e s s  t o  t h e  Indian  he should not  be c r i t i c i z -  
ed o r  censure? unduly. Be had been pushed f a r t h e r  and f a r t h e r  i n t o  
t h e  waste  p l a c e s ,  and f a r t h e r  and f a r t h e r  away from h i s  o r i g i n a l  hone 
and h i s  n a t u r a l  h a b i t a t .  F!aturally he quest ioned whether t h e  push- 
i n g  ever  would cease and *.ether t h e  pushing meant h i s  f i n a l  extermi- 
nation. Re saw t h e  h u ~ t i n g  grounds which provided t h e  l i v i n z  f o r  him- 
s e l f  and f o r  h i s  fami ly  be ing  reduced slowly but  sure ly .  Should he sub- 
m i t ?  Should he ob jec t ?  Should he oppose? S l~ould  he r e f u s e  t o  be re- 
s t r i c t e d  f u r t h e r ?  'iere -ihe whi tes  always r i g h t ?  Did t h e  w h i t e s  ever  
make a miszake? Had t h e  wh i t e s  always f u l f i l l e d  t h e i r  p a r t  of' t h e  
agreements and t r e a t i e s ?  Had t h e  wh i t e s  ever  i d l i c t e d  a n  a c t  of 
c r u e l t y  on t h e  redskins?  It i s  not  t h e  purpose of t h i s  t h e s i s  t o  ans- 
wer a l l  o r  any of t h e s e  quest ions.  They a r e  made h e r e  only f o r  t h e  pur- 
pose t o  suggest a b i t  of medi ta t ion  be fo re  undv.e sentence i s  passed  on 
t h e  ignorant  na?;ive t r i b e s ,  t h e  f i r s t  Americans. 
The f r e i g h t e r s  would " read  w i t h  i n t e r e s t  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n s t 1  on t h e  
graves along t h e  route ,  Their  i n t e r e s t  decreased,  no doubt,  a s  t h e  mounds 
of e a r t h  and crude markers became more common, bu t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  i nc reas -  
ed, t o  be  sure ,  when a mound of e a r t h  covered t h e  remains of a member of 
t h e i r  t r a i n .  30 
'I 'rains Tien& supp l i ed  wi th  but few remedies f o r  t h e  s i ck ;  t h e r e  might  
be i n  s tock  a few "boxes of quack p i l l s "  The b i g  wagons j o l t i n g  f o r  hours  
over t h e  rough roads  added no comfort t o  a s i ck  man l y i n g  on "a bed of 
coffee-sacks." The same c l o t h i n g  was worn day and n i g h t ,  and l i t t l e  use  
of ??later was made except f o r  dr inking.  The food such a s  "bu l l  whacXersu 
could d i g e s t  i n  heal t r l  w a s  ha rd ly  s u i t a b l e  f'or a " b u l l  wh3ckert1 t o  d i g e s t  
30 Chanzlless, op. z i t . ,  27. 
i n  i l l n e s s .  The hea t  and t h e  dust by day nnd t h e  c o l d  by n igh t  i n  t h e  
tmgons a f f l i c t e d  t h e  s i c k  and g r e a t l y  hindered a speedy recovery. Sick- 
ness  and deabh, a s  elsewhere, was no r e s p e c t e r  of persons on t h e  t r a i l .  
Somecirnes t h e  s t r o n g e s t  men would be taken  by t h e  grirn reaper .  31  
Cholera was t i l a  dreaded d i sease  on t!le p l a ins .  &x i re  t r a i 2 s  :yere 
obl iged  often co c o r r s l  t h e i r  wagons f o r  days a t  a t ime u n t i l  t he  men re- 
c m e r e d ,  o r  u n t i l  a d d i t i o n a l  he lp  could be secured t o  pu t  t h e  t r a i n  a g ~ i n  
on i t s  journey. 3 2 
F a t a l  i l l n e s s  o f t en  took i t s  t o l l .  A p i l e  of s t raw,  and a few blan-  
k e t s  was t h e  dexth bed " in  an o ld  f r e i g h t  wagon." "If t h e  ange l s  ever  
hover over t h e  dying, t h e r e  never  would have been a more appropr i a t e  p l ace  
f o r  t h e i r  min i s t r a t i ons . "  
3 3 
Bodies bur ied  on t h e  t r a i l  were wrapped i n  a b lanket ,  and perhaps a 
few boards from boxes were used t o  l i n e  t h e  grave which was dug suf ' l i-  
c i e n z l y  deep - "-coo deep f o r  t h e  wolves." A wooden inarker w i th  a carved 
o r  w r i t t e n  i n s c r i p t i o n  was t h e  only i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  f i n a l  r e s t -  
i n g  p l ace  of an overland f r e i g h t e r  who died on t h e  t r a i l .  34  
C i t i e s ,  totms,  highways, r a i l r o a d s ,  i n d u s t r i  e s ,  farms,  h a p ~ y  homes 
and a prosperous west a r e  t h e  only monuments f o r  hundreds of t h e  men who 
braved t h e  hardships  and t h e  dangers of t h e  t r a i l  and who gave t h e i r  
l i v e s  t h a t  t h e s e  t h i n g s  might fo l low a f t e r .  3 5 
31 Ib id . ,  58, 59. 
32 E q r s ,  o . c i t  262. 
33 Ib id . .  2 e W J  
A Commercial En te rp r i s e  
The overland f r e i g h t i n g  bus ines s  i n  t h e  reg ion  of t h e  P l a t t e  Val- 
l e y  e x i s t e d  f o r  only a coxpara t ive ly  s h o r t  per iod  of time.' Yet it 
occupies an i m y o r t a t  p lace  i n  t h e  development of our coun t ry ' s  t r a n s -  
p o r t s t i o n  system on t h e  g rea t  p l a i n s .  No sooner had begun t h e  over- 
land  migra t ions  than  a t r a f f i c  t o  supply t h e i r  needs vtas organized. 
Sca t t e r ed  groups over t h e  f a c e  of  t h e  2 r a i r i e  and i n  t h e  mountains 
2 
were "crying f o r  sustenance." 
IVecessities and l u x u r i e s  had t o  be hauled t o  t h e  new mar!.rets from 
t h e  banks of t h e  Tlissouri River,  and t o  supply t h i s  demand "a g r e a t  
system of wagon t r a f f i c  was organized i n  t h e  f i f t i e s n 3  by t h e  " f r e igh t  
c a r r i e r s  of t h e  p l a ins .  t~ 4 
A g r e a t  impetus was given t o  t h i s  t r a f f i c  because of an expedi t ion  
of more t h a n  two thousand s o l d i e r s  t h a t  were s e n t  i n  1857 and 1858 t o  
t h e  Niormon country t o  a d j u s t  son?e t r o u b l e  t h e r e O 5  Great q u a n t i t i e s  of 
food md s u p p l i e s  f o r  t h e  army and g r a i n  f o r  t h e  a n i m ~ l s  v:ere t r a n s -  
po r t ed  by means of  g i a n t  wagons i n  overland f r e i g h t  t r a i n s  from t h e  
e a s t e r n  bases  on t h e  Missouri River. 6 
The Colorado mining canips c r e a t e d  a n  ex tens ive  bus ines s  f o r  t h e  
f r e i g h t e r s ,  f o r  men i n  t h e s e  o m p s  were t o o  busy digging i n  the '  e a r t h  
1 Riegel ,  op. c i t . ,  426 
2 F rede r i c  Logan P u s o n ,  The Last American F r o n t i e r  ( ~ e w  York, 1922),  
--
p. 174. 
3 Ib id .  
4 =on, B i s t o  o f  F r o n t i e r ,  462. 
4 . ; 1 4 0 - 1 4 1 .  5 Pe lze r ,  
6 Majors. -., '76. 
or  parz ing  gold on some r i v e r  bank t o  t h i n k  of p l a n t i n g  a garden o r  c u l -  
t i v a t i n g  a f i e l d .  E iners ,  s o l d i e r s ,  s e t t l e r s ,  and mountaineers c r e a t e d  
t h e  need f o r  an overland f r e i g h t i n g  bus iness .  During t h i s  per iod  it i s  
e s t ima ted  t h e r e  was a f l o a t i n g  populazion on t h e  p l a i n s  and i n  t h e  moun- 
t a i n s  of one fourth of a m i l l i o n  people. The ma jo r i t y  of t h e s e  r ece ived  
t h e i r  supp l i e s  from t h e  Missouri River. 7 
The s t age  coach and t h e  overland m a i l s  may have seemed more g i c -  
t u re sque ,  and t h e y  may have seemed more romantic;  bu t  t hey  were not  more 
impor tan t ,  and t h e y  were not  more s i g n i f i c a n t .  "The mail  m-d ex-press 
served p o l i t i c s  and i n t e l l e c t ;  t h e  f r e i g h t e r s  provided t h e  comforts and 
8 
decencies  of l ife. . . ." '  The f r e i g h t i n g  business  "was a g r e a t  cha in ,"  
and t h e  b i g  wagons fu rn i shed  t h e  phys i ca l  l i n k s  between t h e  sec t ions .  9 
It seems, however, t h a t  t h e  border  of t h e  s i x t i e s  had been accused 
of i n c i t i n g  an  Indian  war f o r  t h e  purpose of making money. Senator John 
M. ~ h a ~ e r l '  from Nebraska endeavored t o  r e f u t e  such charges before t h e  
United S t a t e s  Senate  i n  t h e  sp r ing  of 1867. I n  t h i s  speech t h e  sena to r  
spoke of t h e  magnitude of t h e  overland comerce on t h e  p l a i n s ,  and of 
i t s  importance t o  t h e  country. A p a r t  of t h e  address  i s  quoted here :  
"I s t a n d  h e r e  t o  say t o  t h e  sena te ,  speaking i n  behalf  
of every  c l a s s  of t h e  community on t h e  border ,  speaking i n  
behalf  of every i n d u s t r i a l  p u r s u i t ,  t h a t  no th ing  can be more 
abhorren t ,  no th ing  more dreaded by them t h a n  an Indian  war. 
-thy, s i r ,  u n t i l  t h e s e  h o s t i l i t i e s  upon t h e  f r o n t i e r  every- 
t h i n g  was prosperous t h e r e ;  t h e  commerce on t h e  p l a i n s  had 
r i s e n  t o  a n  immense magnitude; we coul2 t a l k  about t h e  comnerce 
of t h e  P l a i n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  you could  t a l k  of t h e  comerce of t h e  
seas  and t h e  lakes .  
7 Branch, o c i t . ,  519; Root and Comell.ey, op. c i t . ,  314. 
8 Riege l ,  *. , 420; Pnxson, - Last F r o n t i e r ,  190 ,191. 
9 Sydenham, c i t . ,  174. 
e T h a y e r ,  "Nebraska i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  Senatef1 i n  10 Senator  J o  
For ty  Years of ~ e b r a s k a  at Home and i n  Congress. A s p e c i a l  pub l i -  
c a t i o n o f t h e N e b r a s k a  ~ K t e  ~ i s F i c h l  Socie ty ,  e i i t e d  by W. J. 
Ashley ( ~ i n c o l n ,  1 9 0 2 ) ~  Secorrd S e r i e s ,  I V ,  270-271. 
"These men went out upon t h e  p l a i n s  and d id  bus iness  i n  
t h e  mountains. You could go i n  no d i r e c t i o n  ac ros s  t h e s e  
wide pl . i ins  t h a t  you d i d  n o t  see long c a r a v m s  of t r a i n s  besr-  
i ng  merchandise from a l l  t h e  p o i c t s  of t h e  Missouri t o  a l l  
t h e  t e r r i t o r i e s  i n  t h e  mouritains and away t o  t h e  northwest.  
"It i s  t h e  main source of our income; it i s  t h e  market 
f o r  our product ive  indus t ry .  ..I1 
The f r e i c h t i n g  bus iness  was conducted "both by i n d i v i d u a l s  and by 
l a r g e  i\!aany of t h e  l a r g e r  concerns were "heavi ly f inanced  
compnnie s. "I2 There were many f r e i g h t e r s  who had only one wagon-train 
o r  p e r h ~ p s  only an o u t f i t  of a few wagons. There l a r e  small  f r e i g h t e r s  
i n  t h e  bus iness  wi th  but  one wagon. l3 In f a c t ,  t h e  bus ines s  was so 
predominant, and "so wide-spread and so  important t h a t  a l a r g e  propor- 
t i o n  of' t h e  men who l i v e d  on t h e  p l a i n s  dur ing  t h e  pe r iod  devoted a t  
l e a s t  a p o r t i o n  of t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  t h e  occupation of b u l l  'whacker. 1 It14 
Many of t h e  p ioneer  s e t t l e r s  and ranchmen on t h e  border  i n  t h e  
e a r l y  1880's  engaged i n  freighting.'' "Ebery person, a lmost ,  i n  t h e  
neighborhood who could muster a v e h i c l e  went i n t o  t h e  f r e i g h t i n g  bus i -  
ness"  and t h e  equipment ranged from one t o  t h r e e  t r a i n s  of s i x  or  e i g h t  
yoke teams "down t o  a one mule c a r t .  tt 16 
In  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  t h i s  bus ines s  gave oppor tuni ty  t o  t h e  few farm- 
e r s  l i v i n g  on t h e  Iowa and Nebraska s i d e  o f  t h e  Missouri River t o  inake 
a l i t t l e  e x t r a  money. 17 
1 4  Riege l ,  o . 
1 5  W. iY .  W a e . a r l y  His tory  of J e f f e r s o n  County Overland Route" i n  
Proceedin s and Co l l ec t ions  of t h e  Nebraska S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  
d 9 ~  , Second ~ e r i Z F , T 2 1 9 .  
16 A. F. A n d r e a s , ~ i s t o r ~  ---- of t h e  S t a t e  of Nebraska (chicago,  1882). 11, 
1203 a 
17 Rolfe,  o c i t . ,  291; H. M. Kemp, L e t t e r  w r i t t e n  t o  J a y  Amos B a r r e t t ,  
Lincoln,  -%r un e r  d a t e  of  September 19, 1899, MS Nebraska S t a t e  R i s t o r i -  
c a l  Soc ie ty ;  Moses Stocking, " A U ~  obiography-in Transac t ions  and Re- 
o r t s  of t h e  Nebraska S t a t e  His-corical Soc ie ty  (Lincoln,  1 8 8 5 r 1 ;  P--- 
134. A few sentences t aken  from Mr. S tock ing l s  own s t o r y  are quoted 
In  1866 two brothers  of southeast  Nebraska harvested f i f t e e n  a c r e s  
of corn and f r e i z h t e d  it t o  Fort Kearfiy uhere they  received f o r  it a dol- 
l a r  and a half '  a  bushel. The business n e t t e d  them s i x  hundred d o l l a r s .  
18 
This it had done f o r  two years .  
In 1863 a man h i red  out h i s  se rv ices  u n t i l  he saved enough money 
t o  buy a one wagon o u t f i t  and then  went i n t o  t h e  f r e i g h t i n g  business.  19 
Then t h e r e  were f ami l i e s  where t h e r e  were more sons than  t h e  v:ork on 
t h e  claim gave jobs to .  Income was l imi t ed  t o  provide s u f f i c i e n t l y  f o r  
these  l a r g e  f a m i l i e s  and perhaps one of t h e  sons would go on t h e  t r a i l  
a s  "bu l l  whacker." If he d i d  we l l ,  it would not  be long before he pos- 
sessed an  o u t f i t  of h i s  own.20 'I'wo men would go i n t o  pa r tne r sh ip ,  each 
fu rn i sh ing  two, t h r e e  o r  f o u r  yoke of oxen; t h e  wagon was furn ished by 
t h e  pa r tne r  who had t h e  l e s s e r  number of yoke, o r  t h e  cos t  of t h e  wagon 
might be divided equally.  21 
One f r e i g h t e r  i n  t h e  1850's m d e  one hundred f o r t y  d o l l a r s  a  month 
by fu rn i sh ing  f r e s h  buf fa lo  meat t o  t h e  gavernment troops.22 A l l  i n  
a l l  many of t h e  f r e i g h t e r s  made money and " l a i d  t h e  foundation f o r  con- 
s ide rab le  wealth" by f r e igh t ing .  23 
here:  "In Februaryb86d took charge of M r .  Cooper's t r a i n  of seven 
wagons a t  a  s a l a r y  of $400.00 a year ,  inc luding t h e  p r i v i l e g e  of my 
own wagon i n  t h e  t r a i n  and a l s o  of  looking a f t e r  my farm when a t  
t h e  Missouri r ive r .  Under t h i s  arrangement perfom.ed t h e  bus iness  
of f r e i g h t i n g  till t h e  c lose  of 1863, t r a v e l i n g  each year  from 
3,000 t o  3,500 mi le s ,  and s u b s i s t i n g  t h e  s tock  exc lus ive ly  upon 
t h e  grass  t h a t  grew on t h e  r o u t e s  t raveled .  In t h e  meantime my 
family had more t h a n  made a l i v i n g  on t h e  farm." 
18 Meline, o . c i t . ,  7. 
19 Hadley, F., 274. Fre igh te r s  wi th  but one wagon o r  wi th  but a  
small num e r  of wagons would accompany a regular  t r a i n ,  or  s e v e r a l  
small o u t f i t s  might un i t e , ' co  form a t r a i n .  This p r a c t i c e  was f o l -  
lowed e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  yea r s  of Indian h o s t i l i t y .  
20 Yayes, " ~ e t t e r , "  
2 1  Bruffey, op. 
22 Chandless, op. c i t . ,  65-66. 
23 Augustus E . m ,  Sketches of t h e  Ear ly  Days of Nebraska City,  
Nebraska T e r r i t o  8 ~ , ~ e b r a s ~ a R i Z € o r i c a l  S o c w  
no. Y ' f 8 .  1, 22. 
Government f r e i g h t  c o n t r a c t s  were g iven  t o  t h e  lowest b idder .  The 
f r e i g h t e r  r ece iv ing  t h e  c o n t r a c t  had " t o  do a l l  t h e  haul ing  f o r  c e r t a i n  
named f o r t s  f o r  a s t a t e d  l eng th  of  t ime,  a t  a s t a t e d  p r i c e  pe r  pound of 
f r e i g h t .  "24 
There were i n s t a n c e s  when bidding f r e i g h t e r s  made s p e c i a l  t r i p s  
t o  Washington t o  p r s sen t  t h e i r  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  government f r e i g h t  
In  o rde r  t o  move t h e  immense q u a n t i t i e s  of s u p p l i e s  f o r  t h e  govern- 
ment, t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  f r e i g h t e r s  needed thousands of animals  and wagons 
and hundreds of men. On March 13, 1858, M r .  Majors, one of t h e  success- 
f 'ul b idde r s  e s t ima ted  h i s  company would need, f o r  t h e  Nebraska C i t y  base,  
e i g h t  hundred t o  a thousand wagons, s i x  t o  e i g h t  thousand yoke of oxen, 
and about twelve hundred men.26 But two weeks l a t e r  a Nebraska C i ty  
paper c a r r i e d  an advert izement  f o r  Mr. Majors1 f i rm.  Besides showing 
an i n c r e a s e  over t h e  e s t ima te  a s  made by M r .  Majors f o r  t h e  number of 
c a t t l e  and men needed, t h e  advert izement  has  a few unique f e a t u r e s .  
"ARMY OF THE WEST! " 
"16,000 YOKE OF GOOD mrORIiIWG CATTLE, 
"from f o u r  t o  7 y e a r s  of age, wanted a t  NEBRASKA C I T Y ,  f o r  
hau l ing  f r e i g h t  fram t h i s  p o i n t  t o  Utah, f o r  which SEVETJTY-FIVE 
DOLLARS per  Yoke w i l l  b e  paid.  Notice w i l l  be  given through 
t h e  newspapers of t h e  t ime  they  a r e  t o  b e  d e l i v e r e d ,  bu t  sup- 
pose they  w i l l  be  wanted about t h e  f i rs t  of May. 
"FIFTEEN HUNDRED MEN 
"wanted f o r  t eams te r s  who w i l l  be found and pa id  Twenty-five 
d o l l a r s  per  month out and back. 
24 Sydenham, op. c i t . ,  165. 
25 Nebraska News, ~ e b r u a r y  13, 1858. From a l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  a t  Nashing- 
t o n ,  D. c- Jas. D. White and s e n t  t o  t h e  E d i t o r ,  M. W. Reynolds, 
of t h e  Nebraska News under d a t e  of January 22, 1858. 
26 Nebraska News, MZ13,  1858. 
-
"?tone but men of good h a b i t s  need apply; a s  dr inking i n t o x i -  
ca t ing  l i q u o r s ,  card  playing;  and profane language w i l l  n o t  be 
permit ted while  i n  employment. Each man w i l l  be presented w i t h  
a Bible and hymn book. Forty Wagon Mmsters wanted who must come 
we l l  recommended and who w i l l  be pa id  t h e  usual  wages. 
"A number of houses w i l l  be r en ted  i n  Nebraska City,  and 
one l a r g e  s t o r e  room. Apply t o  
RUSSELL, 1dlWORS & ViADDEU." 2 7 
4ccording t o  t h e  above item t h e  company proposed t o  pay seventy- 
f i v e  d o l l a r s  f o r  a yoke of oxen. The stock was t o  be  de l ivered  a t  
Nebraska City. It was thought most probable, however, t h a t  t h i s  c m -  
pany would ask fran s i x t y  t o  one hundred twenty days t ime on t h e  pur- 
chase of t h e  stock.28 Two yea r s  l a t e r  t h e  same company was "desirous 
of buying severa l  thousand head of oxen," and of' employing hundreds of 
men fo r  t h e  e n t i r e  season. 29 
Agents f o r  t h e  b i g  f r e i g h t i n g  firms were sent of tent imes  t o  neigh- 
boring c i t i e s  and towns t o  h i r e  men a s  teamsters  and wagon-train help- 
e r s *  30 
But it was no t  only t h e  b ig  concerns t h a t  adver t ieed  f o r  t r a i n  
stock. 
"UANTED.-- From t h e  8 t h  t o  t h e  12th  of Apr i l ,  t h e  sub- 
s c r i b e r  w i l l  be  a t  t h e  P l a n t e r s t  House, i n  Nebraska City,  
ready t o  purchase f o r  cash: 
30 p a i r s  No. 1 work oxen, 
1 " It II It mules, 
1 saddle mule or  poney, sound and hardy, 
2 p a i r s  milch cows, w e l l  broke, and s u i t a b l e  f o r  a t r i p  
t o  Denver City. 
(s igned) R. P.  CLARK."^^ 
The mules were wanted, perhaps, f o r  t h e  mess wagon, t h e  pony f o r  
herding and t h e  cows f o r  supplying milk f o r  t h e  "bu l l  whackers" coffee 
a s  well  a s  doing t h e i r  share i n  t h e  yoke; t h e  l a t t e r  were t o  be  "well 
broke . " 
27 Nebraska News, Y ~ r c h  20, 1858. 
28 Tbid., Ma-3, 1858. 
29 masks ci ty  News. May 5, 1860. 
30 Sydenham, op. x, 165. 
F r e i g h t e r s  would buy from one ano the r  t o  hecure a n  o u t f i t  ,82 or  
some of' t h e  b i g  companies d e s i r i n g  t o  reduce t h e i r  equipment would of- 
f e r  same f o r  s a l e  through t h e  newspaper columns. 
"200 FREIGHT WAGONS FOR SALE" 
"For s a l e  low, a t  t h e  Ou t - f i t t i ng  Depot of' Russe l l ,  
Majors & Woddell, about Two Hundred FRJ3IGHT WAGOICS, l a r g e  
and small s i ze s .  Euquire on t h e  premises of A. W. STREET. ,133 
It was no t  an unknown procedure t o  buy and s e l l  f r e i g h c i n g  equip- 
ment a t  auc t ion .  
"ATTE:!TIOI\J FXEIGHTERS -- A SPLEI;DID OPPORTUNITY TO 
BUY AIJ OUTFIT FOR Ta PLAINS AT AUCTION! 
"To Freighters.--  For s a l e ,  t h e  fo l lowing  out f ' i t  f o r  
t h e  p l a i n s :  Severa l  yoke of well-broke work c a t t l e ,  wagons, 
covers ,  bows, and yokes and cha ins ,  and a new l i g h t  s p r i n g  
ambulance. Sale  a t  10 a .  m. Saturday 15 th ,  by Morrison & 
Fox, Auctioneers.  Sz l e  without  reserve .  Terms cash. "34 
In 1859 t h e  c o s t  p r i c e  of new wagons a t  t h e  f a c t o r y  vras $150 - 
(175 each.35 I n  1864, a  f i f t e e n  u n i t  t r a i n  a l l  complete w i rh  c a t t l e ,  
wagons, yokes and cha ins  s o l d  f o r  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0 . ~ ~  This  t r a i n ,  therefore. ,  
c o s t  ,$1,000 f o r  each u n i t .  If t h e  wagon, yokes and cha ins  cos t  $200 
pe r  u n i t ,  t h e  c a t t l e  had a  p r i c e  of 866.66 a head, providing it was 
a s i x  yoke team f o r  each  wagon. 
The purchase of thousands of  head of s tock was a  boon t o  t h e  f'evr 
farmers  of t h e  c ountry who might have s u r p l u s  an imals  t o  d ispose  of.  
It was e s t ima ted  i n  l a r c h  of 1858 t h a t  t h e  f i r m  of Russe l l ,  Majors 
and Waddell Nould spend h e l f  a  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  f o r  oxen alone.37 They 
must have spent  more t h a n  t h i s  amount, f o r  16,000 yoke a t  $75 each 
would mean an expendi ture  of over a  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  
32 Nebraska C i t  News, June 16, 1860. 
33 i b i d . ,  ~ u d 9 ~ 6 2 .  
34 m y  Nebraska C i t  News, Apr i l  14,  1865. 
35 ~ j ~ s ,  c  i t + 4 ~  
36 Andrew -'ktter-day S a i n t s  Bnigra t ion  from Wyoming, n e b r a s h  
1864-1866" i n  Nebraska His tor  Ma az ine ,  X V I I ,  No. 2 .  
37 Nebraska News, March a 
-
4 *-- Ci ty  News, August 2 1 ,  1858. 
Besides t h e  purchase of stock t h e  f r e igh t ing  companies bought g r e a t  
q u a n t i t i e s  of corn. 
"20,000 Bushels of Corn lianted. 
"We w i l l  pay t h e  h ighes t  market p r i c e  i n  cash or  merchan- 
d i s e ,  f o r  a l l  prime COPd, she l l ea  or i n  t h e  e a r ,  de l ivered  a t  
our warehouses i n  Iiebraska City,  Wyoming and Otoe City. 
HAlrYKE 8: N U C K O L L S . " ~ ~  
"We wish t o  buy 50,000 bushels  of corn de l ivered ,  i n  t h i s  
c i t y  Brownville o r  a t  Peru f o r  which we w i l l  pay t h e  h ighes t  
market p r i c e  i n  cash. 
D. J. Martin & Co." 3 9 
In  order t o  p r o f i t  by producing t h e  crop a s  we l l  a s  by being 
f r e i g h t e r s  f o r  other  producers one f i rm i n  1858 broke 600 a c r e s  of 
t h e  p r a i r i e  f o r  corn plansing.40 The b i g  f r e i g h t i n g  companies a l s o  open- 
ed s t o r e s  where t h e y  c a r r i e d  l a r g e  assortments  of dry goods, c lo th ing ,  
g roce r i e s ,  hardware, boots  and shoes. They so ld  f o r  cash or i n  exchange 
f o r  "corn fed hogsv or  "for  good sound corn. "41 Thus t h e  f r e i g h t e r s  
had a hand i n  many business en te rp r i ses .  
Ranchmen along t h e  t r a i l s  made good money by t r a d i n g  sound oxen 
f o r  sore footed  oxen. It was gene ra l ly  an  even t r a d e  of two f o r  one. 
Kany of t h e  t r a i n s  having a number of " inval ids"  would give g lad ly  two 
of t h e s e  f o r  a sound heal thy  s t ee r .  O r  they  would pay a good p r i c e  f o r  
a we l l  one i n  an emergency. The rancher  kept  the  f o o t s o r e  animals un- 
till t h e i r  hoofs grew out; they  would n a i l  on some shoes and then  be 
ready t o  t r a d e  each one f o r  tvro more or  t o  s e l l  a t  "fancy prices."  
Around and around i t  went u n t i l  a ranchman soon b u i l t  up a l a r g e  busi- 
ness  of h i s  own. 42 
38 Peoples Press,  March 27, 1860. 
39 -a-Bdvertiser, February 24, 1859. 
News, May 22, 1858, 
42 -, op. c i t e ,  71-72. 
The wages o r  s a l a r i e s  pa id  t o  t h e  t rainmen v a r i e d  wi th  t h e  exper i -  
ence of t h e  men, vcith t h e  yea r ,  and wi th  t h e  company or  zhe f r e i g h t e r  
&o vrns she employer. Mr. Chandless h i r e d  out  as teamster  i n  1055 f o r  
43 
twenty-f ive d o l l a r s  a month. I n  1859 wagon-masters g e n e r a l l y  re -  
ceived seventy-five d o l l a r s  a month and d r i v e r s  twenty-f ive d o l l a r s  a 
monJ~h. This  was bes ides  t n e i r  expenses wh i l e  on t h e  Russe l l ,  
Majors and TlYaddell pa id  t h e i r  men an average s a l a r y  of one d o l l a r  a day 
and expenses.45 This  r a t e  was f o r  a round t r i p ,  s i c k  o r  we l l ,  u n l e s s  
f o r  neg lec t  of du ty  o r  f o r  misconduct a man was dismissed from h i s  em- 
46 
ploy 
By 1865 t h e  wages had inc reased  g r e a t l y .  The f o l l w ~ i n g  i s  quoted 
from M r .  Rolfe: 47 
" ~ t  h e  opening of t h e  f r e i g h t i n g  season of 1865 t h e  month- 
l y  wagespaid d r i v e r s  were $70 t o  $75. The wagon-master re-  
ce ived  $150 and h i s  a s s i s t a n t  $85 per  month. A t  t h a t  t ime t h e  
p r i c e  o f  l abo r  and commodities was based, t o  a c e r t a i n  ex t en t ,  
upon t h e  premium on gold coin. The gold quota t ions  f o r  t h e  
month of May of t h e  above year  were a s  fol lows:  May 3, 1,41; 
May 15 ,  1.30; May 23,  1.52; Way 24, 1,35; May 26, 1.36." 
I n  t h e  s:me year  n i g h t  h e r d e r s  r ece ived  from $60 t o  $70 and board. 48 
"1,Tule sk inners t t  were pa id  a l i t t l e  h ighe r  wage than  were t h e  
43 Chandless, o c i t . ,  6-7. 
44 Nebraska C i  I%?-- y ews, May 14, 1859. 
45 Majors, 0 p : ~ c i y 5 .  
46 COX, OP. CI *, 
47 Rolfe, op. c i t . ,  287-288, 
48 Mdddox, op. c i t . ,  296. An i n t e r e s t i n g  s t o r y  i s  t o l d  by Mr. Young, 
op. c i t . ,  21-23, of t h e  way he and two companions secured jobs on 
' b u l l - o u t f i t ,  and of t h e  s a l a r i e s  which each one received:  "After 
making a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  s e v e r a l  of t h e  f r e i g h t e r s  and r ece iv ing  t h e  
same r e p l y  a s  from t h e  wagon bosses ,  we went a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  down 
t h e  r i v e r  t o  t h e  l a s t  of t h e  warehouses. O n  our approach we d i s -  
covered a genuine bullwhacker - n s  a l l  ox d r i v e r s  were c a l l e d  i n  
t h a t  day - i n  conversa t ion  w i t h  a s h o r t ,  s t o u t - b u i l t  f e l l o w  wi th  
red h a i r  and whiskers  t o  match. The moment he became disengaged 
I inqu i r ed  i f  he was a f r e i g h t e r .  He s a i d  t h a t  he was and t h a t  
he wanted more men. R i s  name was Whitehead, j u s t  t h e  oppos i te  t o  
t h e  c o l o r  of h i s  h a i r ,  and a s  I s tepped up t o  hiln I wocdered what 
t 'bull  whackers." There was a d i f f e r e n c e  of about $10 pe r  month i n  1865. 49 
I n  1866 wages seem t o  have f a l l e n  aga in ,  f'or a d r i v p r  ~vas pa id  .;;45 a 
month and board. This  was f o r  one way only. The r a t e  was some t e n  do l -  
l a r s  l e s s  i f '  f o r  a round t r i p ,  f o r  premium was pa id  i f  t h e  t eams te r s  were 
discharged a t  t h e  west  end.of  t h e  road. Oftentimes many of t h e  c a t t l e  
were so ld  t h e r e  and m g o n s  and teams would double up on t h e  r e t u r n  jour-  
ney. The ma jo r i t y  of t h e  wagom re turned  empty.50 The ques t ion  of' e a s t -  
bound f r e i g h t  w i l l  be presented  l a t e r .  
Maxy oi  t h e  men "spent t h e i r  money a s  f r e e l y  a s  t h e  a i r  thak they  
breathed. n 5 1  Kr. Idarvins2 adds t h a t  it was no t  unusual f o r  t h e  men 
kind of a d i s p o s i t i o n  t h e  combination made - w-hitehead, redhead. I 
a t  once nade a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a p o s i t i o n  f'or t h e  t h r e e  of' us .  I n  
r a t h e r  a d i sag reeab le  voice ,  he asked me i f  I could d r ive .  I r e -  
p l i e d  t h a t  I could. 
"'Can you handle a gun and r evo lve r? '  
" ' Certainly.  ' 
"'Hovr many t r i p s  have you made?' 
"'None. 
"'Then how t h e  ----- do you h o w  you can d r i v e ?  
"'For t h e  simple reason I am more t h a n  anxious t o  l e a r n ,  and 
so a r e  my f r iends . '  Then I made a c l ean  b r e a s t  01 t h e  p o s i t i o n  we 
were i n  and urged him t o  g ive  u s  a chance. 
"'Well, '  he s a i d ,  'you seem t o  be a determined l i t t l e  cuss;  
a r e  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  same t imber? '  
*I t o l d  him they  were of t h e  same wood bu t  no t  of  t h e  same 
t r e e .  
"M'ter t h i n k i n g  t h e  m a t t e r  over,  he s a i d ,  '1'11 t e l l  you what 
I w i l l  do. I m i l l  h i r e  t h e  b i g  f e l l o w  f o r  d r i v e r  a t  one hundred 
and twenty-f ive d o l l a r s  per  month, and t h e  l i t t l e  f e l l ow f o r  n i g h t  
herder  a t  one hundrsd d o l l a r s  a month, and your se l f  f o r  cook f o r  
one mess of twenty-f ive men and f'or d r i v e r  i n  ca se  of s i ckness  o r  
dea th ,  a t  one hundred and twenty-f ive d o l l a r s  a month. ' 
'?bye then  gave h i 3  our names, and, i n  r e t u r n ,  he gave u s  a n o t e  
t o  Mr. Per ry ,  h i s  wagon boss. We a t  once s t a r t e d  f o r  h i s  c o r r a l ,  
two mi l e s  d i s t a n t ,  where -t+e found t h e  gentleman. He asked where 
our t r a p s  were. 'Lie t o l d  him, and a l s o  a s su red  him t h e t  we would 
r e p o r t  f o r  duty t h e  fol lowing morning. .. . 
"The fo l lowing  morning we had an  e a r l y  b r e a k f a s t ,  broke crimp, 
and. r epo r t ed  a t  t h e  c o r r a l  where each was presented  wi th  two r e -  
vo lve r s  and a r epea t ing  carbine.  I was then  taken over  t o  t h e  mess 
wagon.. . 
49 Marvin, c i t . ,  228-229. 
50 Ibid.;  13*p. c i t . ,  50; Xemp, "Le t t e r , "  op. c i t .  
51 Marvin, op. c i m .  
52 Ibid.  
-
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from a b i g  t r a i n ,  on t h e i r  a r r i v a l  i n  Denver, t o  "buy a l a rge  p o r t i o n  
of t h e  tm f o r  t h e  t ime being and t u r n  themselves loose." Money f'low- 
ed f r e e l y  i n  dance h a l l s  and gambling houses where men v~ould s t a k e  every- 
t h i n g  on " the  t u r n  of a ca rd  or  t h e  f a l l  of a die." 
But many of t h e  men on t h e  o the r  hand "saved a handsome sum of man- 
Racions, l i k e  t h e  wages, v a r i e d  accord ing  t o  d i f f e r e n t  pe r iods  of 
t ime.  I n  1855, f o r  example, each man rece ived  f o r  each day "14 lb .  of 
f l o u r ,  t h e  same of bacon, c o f f e e  and sugar i n  suf i ' ic iency.  ..n54 I n  
1865 t h e  r a t i o n s ,  a l though based on government r a ~ i o n s ,  were somewhat 
more l i b e r a l .  A camgarison of t h e  government and t h e  p l a i n ' s  r a t i o n s  
were a s  fo l lows:  
"Gov. Rations per  Man per  Day. P l a i n s  Rat ions .  J.. lb .  f l o u r  2 l b s .  f l o u r  
- t o  1 lb .  bacon 16 15. bacon 
:L az. co f f ee  4 '1$ oz. co f fee  2-,- oz. sugar  2g oz. sugar. a55 
56 Mr. Rolfe has  a l s o  recorded a l i s t  o f  t h e  p rov i s ions  t h a t  were 
necessary  t o  send a twenty-six wagon t r a i n  t o  Denver. P rov i s ions  were 
c a r r i e d  f o r  twenty-eight men f o r  s i x t y  days. From t h e  t o t a l  c o s t  of 
t h e s e  supr ) l ies  it can be  seen r e a d i l y  t h a t  t h e  average expense i'or 
each man was about 466 per  day. Not a l l  of t h e  supp l i e s  were food,  bu t  
t h e  cos t  of running t h e  t r a i n  f o r  s i x t y  days vras t h e  above average per  
day f o r  each man w i t h  t h e  t r a i n .  This l i s t  i s  a record  or" t h e  supp l i e s  
f 'urnished a t r a i n  i n  June 1865: 
53 Cox, op. c i t . ,  76. 
54 C h m d m p .  c i t . ,  21. 
55 Rolfe ,  op. c i t . ,  287. 
56 Ib id .  
-
"Rations f o r  28 Men f o r  60 Days . 
8 
. ...... 30 sacks l b s  each $5.00 
........... . 2. 500 1'0s bacon. 20 s a  
......... . 1 s a  504 coffee.  1.25 l b s  
........... . 2 s a  $1 sugar.  250 l b s  
............. . 1 sa  750 beans. 2 bu 
....... . 1 sa  d r i e d  apples .  103 l b s  
...................... . 10 l b s  soda 
................... 6 boxes matches 
..................... . 1 l b  c ~ n d l e s  
............. 4 boxes ground pepper 
.......... . 24 q t  cans wagon grease  
.............. . 1 l b  ground mustard 
................... . 2 1bs  OX n a i l s  
............... 1 ox shoeing hammer 
................. 1 ox shoeing r a sp  
.............. 1 ox shoeing p i n c e r s  
.......... 1 sack 50,d s a l t .  100 l b s  
...................... . 20 l b s  soap 
Sheet and L a r i a t  rope. 31$ l b s  .... 
.............. . 3 10-gal water  kegs 
........ 1 keg $1.50 v inegar .  5 g a l  
To ta l  
Amount 
8150 . 00 
The p o i n t s  of des.cinazion f o r  t h e  overland f r e i g h t  vrere many . There 
were t h e  i n t e r i o r  f o r t s  o r  western army pos t s ;  t h e  mining c m p s  i n  Colo- 
rado. Wyoming. Utah and Montana; t h e  s t a g e  and mai l  s t a t i  ons; Ind ian  
agencies  and t r a d e r s '  pos t s ;  and t h e  d i s t a n t  c i t i e s  and towns of Denver. 
S a l t  Ldte. Virg in i a  C i ty  of Montana. Blaclc Hawk a n d  Cent ra l  C i ty  of Colo- 
rado. and t h e  n e a r e r  tuwns of Dobytown. Plumcreek. Cottonwood Spr ings  and 
J u l e  sburg . 57 
Local f r e i g h t e r s  hauled p rov i s ions  t o  convenient p o i n t s  a long  t h e  
t r a i l  and t h e r e  disposed of them t o  emigrants.  or  t o  f r e i g h t e r s  who may 
57 Fulton. op . c i t . ,  261. 262; Nebraska C i t  News. Apr i l  21. 1860; 
Hayes. ' T e t t e r .  " op . c i t  . . Bra t t .  op . -3% c .,. 68. Bruffey. 3 . 
c i t . ,  19; Nuckolls.  op . c i t . ,  35; Eugene Mum. "Early F re igh t ing  
Claims Club Days i n  ~ e b r a s k a "  i n  Proceedings and Collec- ions 
of t h e  Nebraska S t a t e  Z i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  ( ~ i n c o l n ~ 9 ~ .  Second 
S r G .  V. 314 . 
n o t  have taken  s u f f i c i e n t  supp l i e s  from t h e i r  e a s t e r n  base. 5 8 
P r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  f r e i g h t  was c a r r i e d  by t h e  pound. 59 The r a t e s  
v5 r i ed  g r e a t l y ,  and depended on t h e  season of t h e  year ,  on t h e  c l a s s  of 
f r e i g h t  and t h e  d i s t a n c e  hauled ,  on t h e  competi t ion,  and on t h e  a t t i -  
t u d e  of t h e  Indians;  t h e r e  were "enormous charges i n  some cases .  "60 The 
most customary r a t e  was one d o l l a r  f o r  each one hundred pounds f o r  each 
one hundred mi les ,  but t h e  r a t e  ranged from 754 t o  $2.25 per  100 lbs .  
f o r  each 100 mi les .  Winter r a t e s  t o  Denver were a s  high a s  twelve c e n t s  
a pound." I n  1862 f r e i g h t  was c a r r i e d  t o  Denver f o r  a s  low a s  fou r  and 
f i v e  c e n t s  pe r  pound. But during t h e  Indian  war of 1863 and 1864 t h e  
r a t e  increased  t o  t e n  c e n t s  pe r  pound f o r  shipments t o  Camp Co l l in s  and 
Denver; -mhile f r e i g h t  t o  F o r t s  Halleck and Sanders t h e  same y e a r s  was 
de l ive red  a t  fourceen c e n t s  per  pound. 62 
I n  t h e  l a t e  f i f t i e s  and e a r l y  s i x t i e s  t h e  fol lowing r a t e s  pe r  pound 
were charged f o r  f r e i g h t  f rm Atchison t o  Denver: 
"Flour 009 Whisky .18 
Sugar .13& Glass . 19* 
Bacon 1 5  Tobacco . 1 2 ~  
Dry-go ods 1 5  Trunks 25 
Crackers .17 Furn i tu re  31n63 
I n  1858 and 1859 f r e i g h t  t o  Fo r t  Laramie from t h e  Missouri River was 
c a r r i e d  a t  "about $6.36 per  100 pounds," o r  $1.06 pe r  hundred pounds f o r  
each 100 mi les .  I n  1863 and 1 8 6 4 t h e  r a t e w a s  Ten cen t s  per  pound. I n  
1865 and 1866 it was e leven  cents .  64 The r a t e s  t o  For t  Laramie w r i e d  
according t o  t h e  season of t h e  yea r ,  however. In t h e  s p r i n g  and summer 
B r ~ f f e y , ~ o p . ~ c i ~ .  
Bowles. ew 9s , 
--
Young, op. c i t . ,  
Rolfe ,  op. c i t . ,  
Ful ton,  op. c5t . ,  
Root and-le 
F'ulton, op. c i t . ,  
27  
52. 
20-21. 
286; MUM, 
262-263 
y ,  op. c i t  
2 6 m  
op. c i t . ,  314. 
,, 303. 
months when g r a s s  and water were p l e n t i f u l  t h e  government r a t e  was s i x -  
t e e n  t o  twenty c e n t s  l e s s  per  hundredpounds t h a n  it was dur ing  t h e  win- 
t e r  months. 65 
The r a t e s  t o  mountain p o i n t s  beyond For t  Laramie were h ighe r ,  of 
course,  bu t  mos-c of t h e  s u p p l i e s  t o  t h o s e  p o s t s  were t r a n s p o r t e d  by gov- 
ernment t r a i n s  from For t  Laramie. 66 
Wri te r s  d i f f e r  a s  t o  t h e  r a t e  charged on s u p p l i e s  hauled T O  S a l t  
Lake o r  t o  t h e  army i n  t h e  Utah expedi t ion .  One w r i t e r  s t a t e s  it was 
n ine t een  and th ree - fou r ths  c e n t s  per  pound,67 another  g ives  it a s  being 
about twenty c e n t s  pe r  pound," another  twenty-two cents ,6g  another  
twenty-f ive cents ,70 whi le  s t i l l  another  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  r a t e  was a s  
high as twenty-seven c e n t s  per  pound.71 M r .  ~ o l f e ~ ~  does add, however, 
t h a t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  f r e i g h t  r a t e  t o  S a l t  Lake was twenty-f ive c e n t s  per  
pound, and, fur thermore,  t h a t  t h e  r a t e s  t o  Denver and S a l t  Lake s e t  t h e  
s tandard  f o r  r a t e s  t o  a l l  o the r  points .  
Overland f r e i g h t e r s  made good use  of t h e  t e l e g r a p h  l i n e  i n  t h e i r  
business .  "With t h e  a i d  of t h e  wi re ,  t h e y  could,  a f t e r  reaching For t  
Kearney, a t  i n t e r v a l s  of about f i f t y  m i l e s  a long  t h e  P l a t t e ,  keep posted 
on p r i c e s  of g r a i n ,  p rovis ions ,  produce, e t c . ,  a t  Chicago and S t .  Louis 
a s  w e l l  a s  az t h e  l ead ing  o u t f i t t i n g -  p o i n t s  on t h e  Missouri River. ,173 
House Executive Document, 36th Congress, 2nd Sess ion ,  V I I I ,  No. 47 
'm 170. 1099) ,  9-11. 
F'ulton, op. c i t . ,  261. 
Ib id .  
KoTfe, op. c i t . ,  286. 
Vubert -croft, H i s to ry  -- of Utah 1540-1886  an Francisco,  
1889),  p. 498. 
W i l l i a m  Campbell, "Let te r"  t o  Addison E. Sheldon, February 16,  1924, 
i n  Nebraska Hi s to ry  Magazine, V I ,  No. 4 (1923), 114-115. 
?mnn, op. c i t . ,  313. 
Rolfe,  :pi c i t . ,  286. 
Root an onnel ley ,  op. c i t . ,  135. 
Considerable competi t ion e x i s t e d  between t h e  f r e i g h t e r s .  This  corn- 
p e t i t i o n  e x i s t e d  not  only between f r e i g h t e r s  of' t h e  same town, but  be- 
tween f r e i g h t e r s  of d i f f e r e n c  towns. 
In  1860 t h e  f r e i g h t i n g  f i r m  of Kessrs.  A. h P. Byram guarant ied  t o  
d e l i v e r  goods a t  Denver f r o n  t h e  Missouri River  one meek sooner t h a n  
any o the r  "and j u s t  a s  cheap," and fur thermore,  announcement was made 
that t h i s  f i r m  had "advantages possessed by no o ther  company i n  t h e  i l ( e s ~ . " ~ ~  
Three weeks a f t e r  t h e  appearance of t h e  above announcement another  
appeared i n  a  l o c a l  paper of t h e  same e a s t e r n  base which a d v e r t i s e d  t h e  
supe r io r  advantages of t h e  firm of W. Majors. It read i n  p a r t :  "He 
w i l l  t a k e  f r e i g h t  cheaper t h a n  any o the r  person o r  persons  can o r  d a r e  
t a k e  it from any o t h e r  p o i n t  on t h e  Missouri River,  and w i l l  d e l i v e r  it 
a t  t h e  mines s i x  days e a r l i e r  t han  can be  done by any o t h e r  f i r m .  tt75 
I n  an Omaha paper of t h e  same year  and u b a t  t h e  same d e t e  a s  -the 
r e f e rences  of' t h e  two mnouncernent s  above t h e r e  appeared an  i t em con- 
cern ing  R. Wood 8- Company of  t h a t  c i t y .  This  company was prepared,  t h e  
paper announced, T O  t r a n s p o r t  goods t o  t h e  mines a t  r a t e s  a s  cheap o r  
cheaper t han  any o the r  company on t h e  Missouri River. 76 
Henry Z Chapman of O m a h a ,  i n  1860, a d v e r t i s e d  he would t r a n s p o r t  
goods t o  Denver and t h e  mines "with s a f e t y  and d ispa tch .  ,177 
From t h e  records  l e f t  o f  t h e  c l a s s e s  and k inds  of f r e i g h t  t h a t  was 
t r a n s p o r t e d  a c r o s s  t h e  p l a i n s  i n  t h i s  pe r iod  it seems t h a t  n e a r l y  every 
k ind  and c l a s s  helped t o  make up t h e  many shipments. 
74 Peoples P re s s ,  A p r i l  13,  1860. 
77 m, June 30, 1860. 
- 
O f  t h e  machinery hauled t h e r e  were, " ~ i t t s "  g r a i n  s e p a r a t o r s ,  " ~ u c k -  
eye" h a r v e s t e r s  and mowers, &earn saw m i l l s ,  steam engines ,  steam b o i l -  
e r s ,  qua r t z  m i l l s ,  qua r t z  crushing machines, and farm implements. 78 And 
M r .  ~ o w l e s , ~ ~  on v i s i t i n g  a n  e a s t e r n  base i n  1865, wrote of t h e  "ag r i cu l -  
t u r a l  implements f o r  new farms beyond, w a i t i n g  t h e i r  t u r n  i n  t h e  g r e a t  
s tm .e r l  s comerce..  .It  
The d ry  goods comprised c l o t h i n g  of a l l  k inds ,  shoes,  boots,  and 
h a t s  . 80 
There were i.mense q u a n t i t i e s  of corn,  o a t s ,  and bar ley ;  and t r a d -  
e r s '  s u p p l i e s  and  Indians '  annu i ty  goods he lped  t o  i nc rease  t h e  volume 
of The f o l lon ing  two accounts  a r e  t aken  from an o ld  Day-book 8 2 
of For t  Kearny. These serve a s  examples only  t o  show t h e  grea t  amount of 
v a i n  t h a t  vras f r e i g h t e d  overland i n  t h e  P l a t t e  Valley. There were doubt- " 
l e s s  s co res  of t r a i n s  of t h i s  cha rac t e r .  
"Asst. Qr. Mr. Off ice ,  
Fort  Kearny, N. T. 
A u ~ .  27, 58. 
T ra in  No. 28, Utah, No. 60 - 25 Wagons which l e f i  Nebraska Ci ty  
Augt. 9, 58 passed  t h i s  pos t  today i n  good order  & condi t ion ,  
Containing as v i z  -- 1384 Sacks 135625 lb s .  of Barley." 
78 Omaha Nebraskian, February 25, 1860; Ibid. ,  A p r i l  28, 1860; Nebras- 
k a C i t y  - News, March 10,  1860; - Ib id . ,  23, 1860; Kunn, o p m ,  
3 r 4 .  
79 Bowles, New West, 31. 
-
80 Nebraska ~it-vrs, A p r i l  14,  1860; Munn, op. c i t . ,  314; Barns, op. 
c i t . ,  198; c m F l ,  op. c i t . ,  114-115. 
8 1  m f e ,  op. c i t . ,  291; Paxson, H i s to ry  - of F r o n t i e r ,  462; B r a t t ,  2. 
tit., 6-
82 'bffP-BOoK of Fort  Kearny,Nebraska Te r r i t o ry .  A journa l  of bus iness  
t r a n s a c t e d  a t  t h e  Fo r t  between t h e  d a t e s  of November 8,  1858 and 
December 2,  1862 wi th  t h e  except ion  of t h e  pe r iod  September 23, 
1861 t o  January 18 ,  1862. A t y p e w r i t t e n  copy i s  owned by t h e  
Nebraska S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Society.  The copy has bedn ve ry  r e c e n t l y  
rece ived  from t h e  Nat iona l  Socie ty  Daughters of  t h e  American Revolu- 
t i o n  i n  Nebraska, Betsey Hager Chapter,  Grand Is land .  
"Asst. Qr. Mr's. Off ice  
FortKearny, N. T. 
Sept 13,  1858 
Tra in  No. 30, Utah No. 21 - 25 ivagons which passed t h i s  pos t  t o -  
day i n  good o rde r  & cond i t i on  Re l e f t  Nebrasku C i ty  Augt. 18,  1858 
Contained t h e  fo l lowing  A r t i c l e s ,  1509 Sacks Oats." 
Hardware of almost every d e s c r i p t i o n  inc lud ing  p s  , amtunit ion and 
powder were p a r t  of t h i s  c m e r c e ,  as a l s o  t e n t s ,  t a r p a u l i n s ,  drugs 
and l i q u o r .  Rot a l l  f r e i g h t e r s ,  huwever, were allawed t o  t r a n s p o r t  l i q -  
uor. 83 
Let u s  aga in  r e f e r  t o  t h e  Day-book: 8  4  
"Asst. Qr. M r .  O f f i ce  
Fort  Kearny, 
Aug 31, 58. 
Tra in  No. 78, Utah, No. 60 - 25 Wagons which passed t h i s  pos t  t o -  
day i n  good o rde r  & cond i t i on  con ta in ing  t h e  fo l lowing  A r t i c l e s  
1107 saclts Barley,  6s Boxes c l o t h i n g  Equipage, 22 Bales  Clothing 
equipage, 12  3 s l e s  S t o r e  Tents ,  12 s e t s  S to re  Tent Poles ,  40 S e t s  
Hosp. Stores." 
" ~ o r t  Kearny, N. T. 
August 6 t h ,  1858 
Tra in  No. 25, Utah No. 16 - 26 Wagons which l e f t  Nebraska Ci ty  
N. T o  J u l y  1 4 t h ,  1858 passed t h i s  pos t  today i n  good o rde r  & 
cond i t i on  R contained 468 Kegs Horse Shoes, 363 Kegs Mule shoes 
& 60 Kegs Bone of hh le  Shoe Nails." 
Concerning t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of powder a news bolumn of' t h e  day car -  
r i e d  t h i s  i n t e r e s b i n g  i tem: 
nANOT~E~ TRAIN.-- D. C. Corbin, Esq., of t h i s  c i t y ,  l e f t  
on yes te rday  w i t h  a t r a i n  of n i n e  wagons, loaded wi th  e i g h t  
t o n s  of powder, p rov i s ions ,  &c. We should no t  be su rp r i s ed  if 
he gave t h e  mines a  r e g u l a r  blowing up. Success t o  ~ a n i e l l " 8 5  
Live s tock  which included c a t t l e ,  p o u l t r y ,  and even dogs and c a t s ,  
was no t  uncommon f r e i g h t .  The c a t t l e ,  however, were d r iven  r a t h e r  t h a n  
86 c a r r i e d ,  a s  were a l s o  tu rkeys  i n  some cases .  
83 Barns, OD. c i t . ,  198; Munn, op. c i t . ,  314; " ~ i s t o r i c a l  Notes" i n  
~ebrask-ry Magazine (I-, No. 2 ,  121; Omaha Nebraskian, 
Sept e m b e r n o .  
84 Day-book of Fort  Kearny, N. T., op. c i t .  
85 Nebraska C i t y  News, June 16, 1860. 
86 Rol fe ,  op. c i t 7 9 1 ;  Gibson, ope c i t . ,  66-71; Tyson, "Le t t e r ,  t1 op. 
c i t . ;  B- op. c i t . ,  27-28. - 
-
Then t h e r e  were house fu rn i sh ings ,  s t o r e  f i x t u r e s  and lunber .  Three 
i l l u s t r a t i o n s  a r e  given here:  
"Mr. Dunnls t r a i n  a r r i v e d  Saturday,  br inging  a l a r g e  sup- 
p ly  of p rov i s ions ,  goods and house f u r n i s h i n g  m a t e r i a l s .  @any 
o the r  t r a i n s  on %he road v;i-th abundant supp l i e s  of a l l  kinds. 
Rocky Mountain - &ews."87 
*Another i n s t m c e  of a long haul:  Vie de l ive re6  i n  1864 
a t  V i rg in i a  C i ty ,  Montana, a d i s t ance  by wagon road i n  t hose  
days of' 1,400 mi l e s ,  a complete s tock  o f  drugs and s t o r e  f i x -  
t u r e s  w i t h  a q u a n t i t y  of l i q u o r ,  f o r  which we were pa id  $0.28 
per  pound i n  gold dust."88 
" ~ s s t .  Qr. Hr. Of f i ce  
For t  Kearny, Sept. 16th,58 
Tra in  No. 82 For t  Mearny, No. 4 - 26 Wagons which l e f t  For t  Leaven- 
worth,  August l l t h ,  1858 a r r i v e d  here today i n  good o rde r  ?. con- 
d i t i o n  Containing a s  fo l lows  700 Sacks Corn 728 Floor ing  Boards 
214-14 inch  boards,  24 doors ,  258 Bundles ~ h i n g l e s , " 8 9  
Groceries  and meats  comprised a l a r g e  p o r t i o n  of' t h e  wagon-train 
f r e i g h t .  There were e s p e c i a l l y  such i tems  a s  f l o u r ,  sugar ,  co f f ee ,  t e a ,  
canned goods, condensed goods, s a l t ,  vege tab le s ,  d r i e d  and f r e s h  f r u i t ,  
b u t t e r ,  eggs,  l a r d ,  bacon, dressed  hogs, sausages,  f i s h  and oys t e r s .  90 
"Train,  loaded w i t h  f l o u r ,  l e f t  Plat tsmoutn Tuesday - 
understand M r .  Sha f f e r  a l s o  s t a r t e d  l a r g e  t r a i n ,  loaded w i t h  
f l o u r .  Plat tsmouth Sent ine l .  "91 
"Asst. Qr. Mr. Of f i ce  
Fort  Kearny, N. T. 
August 21, 1858 
Tra in  No. 76, Utah No. 58 - 25 Wagons which l e f t  Fo r t  Leavenworth 
J u l y  12th ,  1858 passed t h i s  pos t  today  i n  good order 8- condi t ion .  
Contents: 216 Bales Bacon, 7 T ie rces  Hams, 364 Sacks Flour ,  410 
B l s  B Bread, 64 Sacks Beans, 1 5  Sacks Rice, 22 Sacks Coffee, 5 
 sac!:^ Java Coffee, 5 Box Tea, 89 Boxes Candles, 39 Boxes Soap, 
18  Sacks S a l t ,  2 Bbls Molasses, 1 7  Bbls d r i e d  app le s ,  5 h l f  Bls 
Whiskey, 1 Keg Whiskey, 36 Boxes ~ e ~ e t a b l e s . " ~ 2  
Ci ty  News, Kay 28, 1859. ( ~ a k e n  fram t h e  Rocky Mountain Nebraska 
--
mews, Denver. ) 
, o 0 i  314. 
1)ay-boo o r t  iiearny, N. T. 2. - -- c i t .  -
., 291; Hadley, op. c i t . ,  277; 
l t ~ s t o r i ~ e s , "  Nebraska - -  E s t o r y  Magazine, op. ~ i n ;  Neb- 
-
A - 
. . -A 
50; Munn, op. cit.,=arns, op. c i t . ,  raska  C i tv  News. June 16. 181 
Omaha Nebraskian, A u ~ u &  18, 1860 (Taken from the  P l a t t m o u t h  Sent ine  
w o o k  of For t  iiearny, N. T. op. c i t .  
"Fort  Kearny, N. T. 
August 11, 1858 
Tra in  No. 56, Utah No. 43 - 2 5  Yiagoos which l e f t  Fort  Leavenworth, 
K. T. June 18th ,  1856 passed t h i s  post  w i th  only  (21)  twenty one 
Wagons i n  good order  & cond i t i on  & contained 1226 Sacks Flour." 
"Fort Kearny, N. T. 
August 12, 1858 
The f o u r  \'iagons t h a t  were d e f i c i e n t  i n  t h e  a  ove t r a i n  passed 
t h i s  pos t  todny i n  good order  & c ~ n d i t i o n . " ~  k 
The overland f r e i g h t - t r a i n s  of t hose  days were much t h e  same a s  a r e  
t h e  r a i l r o a d  f r e i g h t - t r a i n s  of today so  f a r  a s  t h e  v a r i e t y  of merchan- 
d i s e  which t h e y  c a r r i e d  i s  concerned. And so f a r  a s  t he re  be ing  a  mar- 
k e t  f o r  goods it appears  t h a t  every th ing  was wanted.94 
One f r e i g h t e r ' s  load,  i n  May of 1866, " cons i s t ed  of b u t t e r ,  sugar ,  
co f f ee ,  t e a ,  eggs,  cabbage, cookies ,  tomato ca tsup  and p i c k l e s , "  which 
93 Ibid.  
-94 Nebraska C i ty  News, A p r i l  14,  1860. I n  t h i s  i s s u e  an a r t i c l e  w r i t -  
-
t e n  by a  Denver correspondent 01 t h e  S t .  Louis Democrat i l l u s t r a t e s  
t h e  nnrke t  t h a t  e x i s t e d  i n  t n e  mountains f o r  merchandise of' a l l  des- 
c r i p t i o n s .  P a r t  of it read  a s  fol lows:  "F'ine, r i c h ,  and l a t e s t  s t y l e s  
of fash ionable  c lo th in l ;  f o r  l a d i e s  and gentlemen, w i l l  f'ind a  p r o f i t -  
a b l e  markex he re  a s  soon a s  brougfit on t h i s  summer, - fancy goods of 
a l l  k inds ,  a s  -%;el 1 a s  t h e  heavier  and s t a p l e  poods w i l l  be i n  g r e a t  
demand. A g r i c u l t u r a l  imvlements of a l l  k inds ,  mechanical implements 
of every p o s s i b l e  kind and c a l l i n g  m i l l  be  wanted here.  Fick-axe 
handles  scarce  he re  now a t  $1.25 each -- brooms d i t t o  a t  $1 each. 
Seed po ta toes ,  s eed  wheat,  seed o a t s ,  ba r l ey ,  beans,  garden f r u i t s  
and f lowers  and ve  e t a b l e s  of a l l  k inds ,  w i l l  be v e r y  p r o f i t a b l e  
a r t i c l e s  t o  expor$ere t h i s  year .  ACinersl boo t s ,  rubber boots ,  and 
very  f i n e  f a sh ionab le  boo t s  and g a i t e r s ,  l e a t h e r  of a l l  k i n d s ,  shoe 
pegs, shoe n a i l s ,  awls,  wax, t h r e a d ,  woolen goods, s h i r t s  and s tock-  
i ngs ,  c l o t h i n g ,  common and ex t ravagant ,  l i g h t  and heavy, ~ n i n i n g  im-  
plements,  qua r t z  m i l l s ,  p a i n t s ,  p a i n t  brushes,  rope f o r  h o i s t i n g  and 
a l l  k inds  of ropes,  quick s i l v e r ,  p i cks ,  stone-hammers, b l a s t i n g  
f u s e ,  d r i l l s ,  crowbars, n a i l s  of a l l  end every k ind ,  g l a s s  oi' a l l  
s i z e s ,  m i r r o r s ,  c a s t  s t e e l ,  whi te  l ead ,  l i n s e e d  o i l ,  p u t t y ,  wagon 
and buggj  f i x i n g s  f o r  manufactory o r  r e p a i r i n g ,  cans of' de s i cca t ed  
po ta toes ,  f o r  making soup i n  t h e  far off mines, whips of  a l l  s i z e s  
and s t y l e s ,  s add le s  and b r i d l e s ,  hardware and china ware, locks  and 
door knobs, b o l t s  and screws, h inges  and b u t t s ,  g r o c e r i e s ,  s t a p l e  
and fancy, b u t t e r ,  cheese, l a r d ,  syrup, molasses ,  sugar ,  f l o u r ,  plen-  
t y  of ham and bacon, co f f ee ,  confectioneries of a l l  k i n d s  and s t y l e s ,  
cream of t a r t a r ,  baking powders, f i r e  engines,  and f i r e  hose,  and 
an inexhaus tab le  assortment of Anderican f l a g s ,  r , r i l l  pay extremely 
x ~ e l l  he re ,  a s  soon a s  a r r ived .  Saw m i l l s  and sh ing le  machines w i l l  
be s u r e  bo pay extremely tlrell here ,  anywhere and 811 t h e  t ime;  a l s o  
were a r t i c l e s  t h a t  had n ready s l l e O 9 " 5  a second trir,  i n  J u l y  of 
t h e  same year  t'19 same f r e i g h t e r ' s  load "cons is ted  of tin~h,mre, grocer-  
i e s ,  ~ n d  a good l o t  of eggs. n96 
The t r a i n  on which Mr. 3 r a t t  drove i n  1866 c a r r i e d  f l o u r ,  sugar ,  
s a l t ,  bacon, c r acke r s ,  condensed milk,  co f f ee ,  beans, syrup, des ic -  
taxed vegetab leg ,boots  and shoes.g7 The con ten t s  of a nagon i n  a t r a i n  
f o r  a f o r t  i n  185b c o m ~ r i s e d  g r o c e r i e s ,  amnlunition, medicines,  and 
books "for t h e  genera l  good, t o  pas s  avray...the long v ~ i n t e r  n i g h t s . .  . 1998 
M r .    hand less^^ s t a t e s  t h a t  h i s  t r a i n  i n  1855 haul& ". . . t e a ,  cof- 
f e e ,  r i c e ,  sugar ,  tobacco, soap, candles ,  mustard, sp i ces ,  &c.,  of a l l  
kinc7,s, and a l s o  casks  of whiskey, some of which I f e a r  were tapped  be- 
f o r e  they reached Utah; boxes of h a t s ,  shoes,  and ready-made c l o t h e s  
gene ra l ly ;  d ressed  l e a t h e r ,  bags of n a i l s  and sho t ,  shee t  i r o n ,  ba r  
i r o n ,  block t i n ,  and s toves  of a l l  shapes and s izes ."  
Here a g s i n  ~ 5 1 1  be inc luded  a couple of r eco rds  from t h e  Fort  
Kearny Day-book: 100 
" A s s t .  Qr. Mrls Off i ce  
Fort  Kearny, 
Sept 13-58 
Tra in  No. 83 ,  For t  Laramie No. 13  - 25 Wagons which l e f t  F o r t  
Leavenworth, K. T. August 12-1858, passed t h i s  pos t  today i n  
good o rde r  & cond i t i on  & conta ined  t h e  fol lowing A r t i c l e s  974 s 
sacks of corn,  65 Box Clothing,  5 Bales  Clothing,  2 T ie rce  of 
Clothing e t c . ,  2 Boxes S ta t ione ry ,  2 Boxes of Wagon Boxes, 1 
Bundle of  wrenches, 1 box Spokes, 3 I r o n  Axels, 40 F e l l o e s ,  
30 3 ind  Younds, 40 Front  Hounds, 1 5  p i eces  B o l s t e r  Timber, 10 
Paul ins ,  8 sacks of C ~ r n . "  
s eve ra l  more b r i c k  yards.  Handsorne bar  f i x t u r e s ,  p i c t u r e s  and 
ornanents  urould s e l l  he re  f a s t ;  a l s o  a l o t  of' window b l i n d s  of 
a l l  k inds ;  and a stoclc of' c a r p e t s  and w a l l  papers.  " 
95 Lyon, op. c i t . ,  269-270. 
96 Ib id . .  271. 
97 ~rat ' t :  OD. cit., 53. 
- 
98 Sydenham, op. c i t . ,  167. 
-99 Chrmdless , op, c l t . ,  12. 
100 Day-book o f  For t  Yearny, N. T. op. c i t .  
"Train ?To. 19 - Utah 10 25 Wagons 
TTebrasLra Ci ty  111. T. J u l y  8 ,  1858. Passed For t  Kearny I?. T. i n  
good condixion J u l y  29,  1858. Containing 1500 Sacks Oats ?C 100 
Pack Saddles  . " 
In February 1865 two Germans f i l l e d  a  wagor, box wi th  ~ m t e r  and. oys- 
t e r s ,  t h e s e  f r eez ing  i n t o  a s o l i d  lump, 2nd f r e i g h t e d  f r ~ x  Onaha t o  Den- 
ve r .  It was a    no st risky adventure,  f o r  I n d i m s  were ve ry  u n f r i e n d l y  a t  
t h a t  time.lol The men must have made money, provid ing  they  eve r  reach- 
ed Denver, f o r  t hey  were s e l l i n g  o y s t e r s  t o  s o l d i e r s  at t h e  f o r t s  a long  
t h e  m y  f o r  $2.50 per  qua r t ;  t hey  must have pa id  l e s s  t han  50$ per  qua r t  
i n  Omaha. 
Xr. Rruffey t e l l s  of a  r n a n  who drove over f i v e  hundred tu rkeys  t o  
Denver i n  1863. His wAgon f r e i g h t  cons is ted  of s n e l l e d  corn. The 
f l o c k  t r a v e l e d  r ap id ly  when ';he wind  blew fro:r! t h e  e a s t ,  bu t  slow pro-  
g r e s s  was wide ~rher! the wind  b l e w  f r o x  tfie west. The f r e i g h t e r  d i d  we l l  
i n  t h i s  e n t e r p r i s e .  102 
Judge A. P. ~ e n n e t ~ ~ ~ w r i t i n g  from Auraria  ( ~ e n v e r )  hiarch 21, 1860, 
s a i d ,  "Cats a r e  scarce;  so nunerous and d e s t r u c t i v e  a r e  t h e  mice t h a t  
Grimalkin i s  w e l l  nigh being nade an ob jec t  or' worship.'' So g r e a t l y  
was Hz. Bennet annoyed a t  t imes  t h a t  he was "led t o  exclaim, a s  Uncle 
Dick, of Shakespeare t hnes d id :  
" 'A cat! A ca t !  my kingdom f o r  a  cat!!'" 
And again: 
"'Oh f o r  a  thousand c a t s ,  t o  b r i n g  
These c ~ s s e d  mice t o  taw, e t c .  e t c . ' "  
101 Ware, op. c i t . ,  537-535. 
102 Bruffey, op. cit.,27-28. 
103 FT. P. I 3 e n . m .  e t t e r ,  General Items of I n t e r e s t "  i n  Peoples P re s s ,  
Apr i l  13, 1860. --- 
iv'ether as t h e  r e s u l t  of M r .  Bennet t s  l e t t e r  o r  not  a  l oad  of c a t s  
was f r e i g h t e d  t o  Denver from Mills County, Iowa by a Mr. C h r i s t i e .  10 4 
Onians s o l d  f o r  t h i r t y  c e n t s  a  pound a t  Denver in 1865. k r .  Tyson 
ventured t o  supply t h e  market i n  a  b ig  way. He loaded h i s  wagons a t  
Atchison, Kansas, paying a d o l l a r  and a h a l f  a bushel f o r  t h e  onions. 
This  was i n  NwemSer. He so ld  h i s  f r o s t  b i t t e n  onions i n  Denver t h e  
next  sp r ing  a t  f i f t e e n  c e n t s  a  bushel.  "I c:me out so f a r  behind t h a t  
I never t r i e d  t o  f i ~ u r e  it out , "  IEr. Tyson concluded. 105 
One f r e i g h t e r  had cons iderable  experience hau l ing  apples  from t h e  
Missouri River t o  Denver. On a t r i p  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1862 t h e  app le s  
were frozen s l izht l ; ;  and sol3.i f o r  only four  d o l l a r s  a bushel i n  Denver. 
Expenses wrs hard ly  made on t h a t t r i p  o r  on t h e  fol lovfing t r i p .  But i n  
t h e  win te r  of 1864-1865 t h e  apple  market was excep t iona l ly  good i n  t h e  
mountains,  because of t h e  l i g h t  f r e i g h t  t r a f f i c .  Ind ians  were on t h e  
war-path. Mr. Hadley, an apple  f r e i g h t e r ,  succeedeii i n  reaching Den- 
v e r  by mid-winter wi th  a l a r g e  t r a i n  out  of Fo r t  Iiearny and s o l d  h i s  
app le s  a t  t h e  n e a t  p r i c e  of twenty d o l l a r s  per  bushe l ,  or  one d o l l a r  
and a  h a l f  pe r  dozen. He had t aken  e x t r a  precaut ion  a g a i n s t  f r e e z i n g  
by l i n i n g  t h e  wagon box wi th  paper  and by packing t h e  app le s  i n  bran. 
I n  t h e  fill of t h e  same year  blr. Hadley made two more t r i p s  t o  Denver, 
and so ld  h i s  apnles  f o r  f i f t e e n  d o l l a r s  per  bushel.  106 
C a t t l e  were dr iven  ac ros s  t h e  p l a i n s  f o r  t h e  markets i n  t h e  west.  
A K r .  Gibson made a number of?' t r i p s .  The herd nrould number f r o n  s i x  
hundred t o  a thousand head and were accompanied by twenty t o  twenty- 
f i v e  men and seve ra l  f r e i g h t  wagons loaded w i t h  p rov i s ions .  The d r iv -  
e r s  were a l l  mounted; t h e  wagons were oxen drawn. 10 7 
104 Tyson, "Let te r , "  op. c:. 
105 Tyson, "Fre ight ing  t o  enver ,"  c i t  . , 257-258. 
106 Hadley, op. c i t . ,  273, 274, 2'77% 
107 Gibson, op. c i t . ,  66-67, 69-71, 87. 
In t h e  spring of 1858 t h e  f r e i ~ h t i n t ;  f i r m  of' Russe l l ,  Majors and 
fIaddell agr+ed  L O  supsly Line " m y  of 1 J t ~ h "  w i t h  t h r e e  thous:a.nd f i v e  
htlndred c n t k l e .  Tiless .srere t o  b e  de l ive red  i n  l o t s  of some h -o  hun- 
dred  f i f t y  head t o  esch l o t .  On R tvrenty day n o t i c e  t h c  firm con t r ac t ed  
t o  i nc rease  t;he n m b e r  frorn t h r e e  thousand f i v e  hundred t o  t e n  thousand. 
It was t o  r ece ive  a p r i c e  of seven d o l l a r s  and a  h a l f  per  hundred pounds. 
i'he animals  were t o  be  suppl ied  f r o m t h e  ox-teams. 108 
It seems convenient j u s t  h e r e  t o  l i s t  a few of t h e  companies und 
ind iv idua l  s  t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  business  of' overland f r e i g h t i n g  
d u r i n g  t h i s  per iod.  An at tempt  i s  made t o  l i s t  t h e s e  accord ing  t o  t h e  
base from which they  f r e igh ted .  109 
A t  c h i  son 
Stebbins  & Por 
Burr k Com~any 
Ceorge LY. Hove 
Brown 3 ro the r s  
t e r  
I. I\T. Rridgnan 
%rri  son Brothers  
J. C .  P e t e r s  
;'{ill Addons 
rfiorge I. Stebbins 
'h. Home 
Amos Howell 
Denllison & Brown 
J.  C. Ga lb ra i th  
Whitehead & Cooper 
E. K .  B l a i r  
Roper F Wesbit 
Henry Beisner 
P. K. P u r c e l l  
R. E. Wilson 
John C. Bird 
Gi les  3. Buck 
Charles  R ~ b e r  
Nebraska C i t y  
Russe l l ,  Majors & Waddell 
Seth Ward 
John D. Clayton 
N. L. & R . D. Simpson 
John H. Maxon 
Moses U. Payne 
Wm. F'ulton 
Coe & Car t e r  
Gilman Brothers  
R. W. McComas 
Henry & Alex. C a r l i s l e  
W. E. D i l lon  
Hosford 8: Gaynon 
3.  J. Newsom 
108 Senate  Executive Document, 35 th  Congress, 1 s t  Sess ion ,  XI ,  NO. 46 
' ( ( ' l 6 .  1858) ,  S e r i a l  No. 929, 2-4. 
109 Root and ~ o n n e l i e ~ ,  303; Harvey, op. c i t . ,  21-22; uVatson,op.cit., 
319-220,222; May 14 ,  1859; Ib id . ,  June 28, 1860; 
Ib id . ,  February 23, 1 8 e  IX, March 16 ,  1 8 6 1 z i d . ,  Yay 4, 1861; 
I T . ,  June 7 ,  1862; Ib id . ,  August 16 ,  1862; ~ m a h m r a s k i a n ,  A p r i l  
28 ,1860 ;  - Ib id . ,  ~ e p t x r  22, 1860; Hayes, "Letter," op. c i t ,  
F. Y. Ewing 
A. ' I J .  S t r e e t  
John Heth 
John Overton 
Sam. T a i t  
John Coad 
Ben Holladay 
Wells ,  Fargo & Company 
german Lyon 
P o r t e r  h d d o x  
T. R. Tyson 
X. R. Frost Pr Company 
-rY. N. Cox 
A. J. Croft  
H. M. Kemp 
A.  F. Curcis  
J .  C. Kesterson 
llTi1lia.m 8: Bathan Blakely 
James Clizbe 
Ses t e r son  (J. R . )  P Cst te rson  
J?urbush, Wardle & Company 
B e 1 1  ?. Company 
ITawke, ~Tuckolls  8- Company 
A. 8- P. Ryram 
i. B. Daniels ,  Esq. 
Lacey h McCormick 
E. Creighton,  Esq. 
Keeler Brothers  
Pat  Murray 
Mike lloody 
Charles  Rankey 
Adam smith 
J m e s  Carr ig  
Pat  G l  ea  son 
John Haney 
Barney Quinn 
Char 1 e s .lu inn  
I!. M. Ware 
DL J. McCann 
Ashton d Tate 
Eugene 16unn 
James Adkins 
H. i3. Horton 
Moses Stocking 
R. M. Rolfe,  Esq. 
I>. ?. Rolfe 
Geo. P. l k r v i n  
Moses Sydenham 
Win. Campbell 
3. T. Clarke E Co. 
J. W. Gibson 
C. B. Hadley 
C. C. Boyle 
J. [I. Lemon 
Charles  Bai ley 
James F e r r e l l  
Helvey Brothers  
Johns A: Kerr  
Let ton 8: Conpany 
SlOW COITlFaIly 
Daniel Corbin 
Bueter k Company 
Omaha 
King & Wood 
Hurd & Bruffey 
B i l l  Paxton 
J. H. Needham 
David Anderson 
Major Frank North 
David Car r ig  
Harry Carr ig  
Thomas Lynch 
James Haney 
Mike Quinn 
Pat  Ha ye s 
The overland f r e i g h t i n g  bus ines s  grew -to g i g a n t i c  s i z e .  Many o f f i c i a l  
records  have been destroyedS1l0a,d i i; r ~ o u l d  be d i f f i c u l t  , i f  no t  impossible ,  
t o  give an accu ra t e  summary of t h e  growth of t h e  bus iness  by yea r s .  There- 
f o r e ,  no a t tempt  i s  made t o  present  a s t a t i s t i c a l  r epo r t  of t h e  bus ines s ,  
110 Harvey, op. c i t . ,  5 ;  Sydenham, op. c i t . ,  164. 
STREET SCENE EASTERN BASE 
From Alexander Majors' Seventy Years on the Fron t ie r  
---
          
 
104a 
bu-t s u f f i c i e n t  d a t a  w i l l  be given t o  show t h e  magnitude 01' t h e  e n t e r -  
p r i z e  t h a t  occupied t h e  t ime of thousands of men during t h i s  per iod.  
One w r i t e r  has s a i d  t h a t  she  "bu l l  ~vhackers  c o n s t i t u t e d  an army.. . 
t h e i r  oxen a h o s t . " l l l  The amount of' f r e i g h t  t h a t  was moved by t h e  slow 
overland t r a i n s  i s  inca lcu lab le .  During t h e  sp r ing  of 1858 t r a i n s  were 
deparzing d a i l y  from t h e i r  e a s t e r n  bases  and heading tovmrd t h e  moun- 
t a i n s .  The i,inn of Russe l l ,  Idajors and Yiadlell f o r  t h e  same year  used 
3,500 wagons, snd more than  40,000 head of oxen and about 1000 mules; t hey  
employed 4,000 d r i v e r s .  From June 8 ,  1858 -to September 21, 1858 f i f t y -  
two t r a i n s  westvmrd a r r i v e d  a t  Fort  Ke:xrny. These t r a i n s  c a r r i e d  govern- 
nent  s t o r e s  s n d  they  e i t h e r  cont inued on t o  For t  Laramie o r  t o  Utah, o r  
t hey  mere unloaded a t  t h e  f o r t .  There were 1290 wagons i n  t h e  f i f t y - two  
t r a i n s .  Four t r a i n s  of t h e  f i f t y - two  a r r i v e d  on August 6 ;  t hey  comprised 
101 wagons. There were t h r e e  t r a i n s  each day i 'or August 8 ,  August 21, and 
September 13. 114 
To t r a n s p o r t  t h e  supp l i e s  f o r  t l ie  "Army of Utah" 46,896 oxen and more 
t h a n  6,000 mules hauled t h e  4,956 wagons t h a t  c a r r i e d  t h e s e  s u p p l i e s  
from t h e  Missouri  River  t o  Camp Floyd f i f ' ty  m i l e s  below S a l t  Lake City.  115 
It vms a p u l l  of 1,250 m i l e s  and t h e  one firm of Russe l l ,  Xajors  anu 
Naddell t r a n s p o r t e d  16,000,000 pounds of army s t o r e s  and rece ived  f o r  t h e i r  
l abo r  <he sum of $1,700,000. Af t e r  unloading a t  Camp Floyd t h e  wag- 
ons were p u l l e d  t o  S ~ l t  Lake Ci ty  where t h e y  were "placed a s  near  a s  
t hey  could s tand  t o  each o the r  i n  t h e  suburbs of t h e  c i t y " ;  t h e y  "cover- 
ed s e v e r a l  a c r e s  of ground. lt117 The f i r m  mentioned above avned a t  t h e  
111 P e l z e r ,  o c i t . ,  140. 
, 206. 112 Barns, op 
113 Nebraska ~ i t y % e w s ,  May 22, 1858. 
114 Xa j o r s ,  ope .tit., 143; Day-book of Fo r t  ilearny , N .  .T. opI;iir,.. 
115 Senate  Executive Document, 35 th  Congress, 2nd Sess lon ,  
7333537 S e r i a l  No. 976, 797. 
116 Hajors ,  op. c i t . ,  143-144,77; Nebraska C i ty  News, iEarch 27, 1858. 
-117 idajors, op. c i t . ,  144. 
height  of i b s  business  75,000 oxen and 6,250 wagons, %r. Pe lee r  has  
t h e  courage K O  s c a t e  t h a t  "such f r e i g h t i n g  firms were numerous. 11119 It 
i s  very  doubtful  indeed i f  any o the r  f i rm  equale!i it i n  t h e  P l a t t e  Val- 
l ey ;  a t  leasr; it d id  not  opera te  at t h e  same time a s  d i d  Lhe f i r m  of 
R ~ s s e l l ,  Majors and Waddell. 
I n  1860 t h e  b ig  wagons en te red  Denver by  he score.  Sometimes fif- 
t y  o r  more would a r r i v e  i n  one day. 120 At e a s t  bound passenger of' t h a t  
year  r e p o r ~ e d  "1830 f r e i g h t  wagocs" between For t  Kenrny and  Denver heavi- 
l y  loaded and westbound. 1 2 1  
Between t h e  d a t e s  of Apr i l  25 t o  October 13,  1860 N r .  k a j o r s '  
122 
f r e i g h t i n g  bus iness  had t h i  s record: 
Pounds t r a n s p o r t e d  2,782,258 
Oxen used 5,687 
Wagons used 515 
Mules used 72 
Men employed 60 2 
The United S t a t e s  Census Schedules f o r  1860, Nebraska T e r r i t o r y ,  
record 134 consecut ive names of men whose p ro fe s s ion  i s  l i s t e d  a s  t ean -  
s ze r .  Tnere a r e  many o the r  t eams te r s  l i s t e d  but t h e s e  134 names a r e  i n  
one unbroken group and occupy f o u r  of' t h e  b i g  census pages. 123 
The same Census ~ c h e d u l e s ~ ~ ~ c m t a i n  t h e  fol lowing i n t e r e s t i n g  d a t a  
r e spec t ing  only a few of Grle o ld  f r e i g h t e r s :  
118 Paxson, Last  F r o n t i e r ,  190. 
-
119 P e l z e r ,  op. c i t . ,  140. 
120 ~ e b r a s k a ~ m e w s ,  Decenber 15, 1860. (Reprint  from the  Rocky 
'Mountain News.3- 
121 R m n ' s E c h o ,  Golden I s sue ,  October 26, 1860. 
122 R i t e w s ,  November 24, 1860; J. S t e r l i n g  Morton, I l l u s -  
tebraska r a t e d  His 4+ o r y m ~ e b r a s k a ,  e d i t e d  by Alber t  Yatkins  and George L. 
KlTG m n 1 9 1 1 ) ,  106. 
123 u n i t e d  s t a t e s   insu us schedules  1860 Nebraska T e r r i t o r y ,  TJebraska 
~ f i s t o r i c ~ i e t y  L i b r a r y m 7 . 8 2  mj3, 232-235. 
124. Ib id . ,  410-420. 
-
Value Value Value of 
Name 
-
Real E s t a t e  Personal  Prop. Mules Oxen Live Stock Produce 
--
A. Majors 225,000 791,150 180 7000 283,950 30,000 bu. corn,  
800 t o n s  hay 
R . Yawlce 10 5 4 3,040 2,200 bu. corn.  
D. Corbin 4 40 2 ,Oi;O 
From Iby  31 t o  June 26 ,  1062, 632 b i g  wagons were pu l l ed  out of' Yeb- 
125 A 
raska  Ci ty  car ry ing  an aggregate  of 3,160,000 pounds of f r e i g h t .  
p resee  i tem of a n  e a s t e r n  base, i n  1862, s t a t e d  t h a t  2000 f r e i g h t  wagons 
were i n  use annual ly  between t h a t  c i t y  and t h e  west. 126 
Mr. Rolfe r epo r t ing  f o r  the  same year  s a i d  he men on a r e t u r n  t r i p  
e a s t  2,514 wagons between For t  Kearny and Denver. 127 
During the  summer of 1864 " the re  poured i n t o  Denver no l e s s  t han  a 
thousand t o n s  of merchandise a day." This  i s  a remarkable r eco rd  when 
it i s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  1864 was a most d i f f i c u l t  year  on t h e  t r a i l  because 
of Indian h o s t i l i t y .  128 
The year  18ti5 found t h e  warehouses at t:!e e a s t e r n  bases  c r m d e d  w i t h  
goods a a a i t i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  ac ros s  tile prair ies .129 The 1865 Census 
Report shows w l ~ a t  a c t i v i t y  t h e  f r e i g h t i n g  bus iness  1 ? ~ d  enjoyed f'or ::Tat 
yea r  a t  Nebraska City:  
1 2 5  Nebraska C i t  News, June 28, 1862. 
126 lb i d . ,  Augus -4 3 0 , 8 6 2 .  
127 m., J u l y  12,  1862. 
128 Ware, o cit., 141-142. 
+T 129 Dai ly  Ne r a s  a Ci ty  - News, March 23, 1865. 
Pounds of f r e i g h t  t r a n s p o r t e d  31,445,428 
Oxen used 50,712 
i'iaagons used 7,365 
F!lules used 7,231 
Men employed 8,385 130 
T r a v e l l e r s  on t h e  t r a i l  i n  t h e  month o f  J u l y  1865, had cons t an t ly  i n  
v2ei.r t h e  g i a n t  wagons of t h e  overland c a r r i e r  t h a t  t r a n s p o r t e d  goods t o  
t h e  merchants,  t o  t h e  miners ,  t o  t h e  t r a d e r s ,  t o  t h e  f o r t s ,  t o  t h e  earmy 
and t o  t h e  s e t t l e r s  on t h e  f r o n t i e r .  1 3  1 
The summer of 1866 was a busy freighting season. idr. Pe l ze r  13 2 
quot ing  James F. Meline w r i t e s ,  "' It would be w i t h i n  bounds t o  say t h a t  
one hundred and f i f t y  wagons pas s  west d a i l y ,  during t h e  season.'" 
Great q u a n t i t i e s  of  merchandise c m e  i n t o  Lincoln by overland t r a f -  
f i c  i n  1868. The bulk of t h i s  f r e i g h t  cons i s t ed  of  dry goods, g r o c e r i e s  
a:.d lumber f o r  t h e  C a ~ i t o l .  "Idr. I. B. Compton counted twenty-one lvag- 
gons loaded vri'l;lz lumber bet:veex iiebraska Ci ty  and t h e  ;\remaha, bound f o r  
,133 Lincoln. 
In  1863 wagon t r a i n s  begar? t o  d iverge  from t h e  old v n t e r  rou te  of 
t h ~  Xorth P l a t t e  m d  kept  a more wes t e r ly  d i r e c t i o n  .t oivard Cheyenne. 134 
By June, of 1868, Mr. Alexander Ifajors  was busy f r e i g h t i n g  m g o n - t r a i n s  
of supp l i e s  t o  t h e  g r a d e r s  of t h e  Union P a c i f i c  ~ a i 1 r o a d . l ~ ~  
As .the cons t ruc t ion  progressed on t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  f r e i g h t  was c a r r i e d  
over it t o  i . t s  c o n s t a n t l y  advanoing t e r a i n a l .  'aiagon-trains picked up 
130 mgh J. ~ o b b s ,  His tory  of Gage County, Nebraska ( ~ i n c o l n ,  1918),  p. 
- 
79. 
131 Report of Quartermaster-General M. C. Meigs daced November 8, 1865, 
and p r i n t e d  i n  iiouse Zxecutive Documents, 39 th  Congress, 1st Session,  
111, p a r t  1, N o ' m ~ e r i a l  ~ 0 . 1 2 4 9 T 2 ,  113,  251. 
132 Pe lze r ,  146-147. This  ~ o u l d  seem t o  b e  t h e  peak of t h e  
t h e  average. 
133 Nebraska C i t  News, ~ e b r u a r y - 1 4 ,  3868; I b i d . ,  February 17, 1868. 
-
- 
-8 134 n i d . ,  Aprl 2 m 8 6 8 .  
135 fbid. , June 19, 1868. 
t h e  merchandise a t  t h i s  p o i n t  and I~aulec- i - t  t o  i t s  d e s t i n a t i o n .  "AS 
t h e  r a i l r o s d  l e n ~ t h e n e ?  t h e  wagon r o u t e s  were correspondingly sho r t -  
13 6 
ened . " 
E a r l i e r  i n  t h e  chapter  mention vns made of eastbound f r e i g h t .  The 
propor t ion  of t h i s  f r e i g h t  as compared t o  westbound f r e i g h t  was i n f i n i -  
t e l y  s m a l l .  There tms some cargo, however, that was c a r r i e d  e a s t  by 
t h e  r e t u r n i n g  wagon-trains. Furs  were shipped e a s t  from t h e  mountains,  
and g r e a t  numbers of ho r ses  were brought back wi th  t h e  t r a i n s .  13 7 
k news i tem of 1862 s t a t e s  t h a t  t h i r t e e n  wagons loaded wi th  4,000 
h i d e s  a r r i v e d  a t  ITebraska Ci ty  f r o n  t h e  west. In  t h e  same year  403 
b a l e s  of bu f fa lo  robes were shipped by one t r s i n  from For t  Larrunie t o  
an e a s t e r n  base on t h e  !!Tissouri River.  Tne  rain spent  t h i r ty -one  days 
on t h e  t r a i l .  13' Ore from t h e  mines hauled e a s t  by t h e  r e t u r n i n g  
f r e i g h t e r s .  140 
Many of t h e  t r a i n s  r e tu rned  w i t h  empty wagons. 'The t h r e e  fo l lowing  
news i tems  a r e  exemplary of t h e  l a r g e  number t h a t  appeared i n  t h e  papers  
of t h e  e a s t e r n  bases:  
"F i f teen  wagons,belongin t o  Xing & Liood a r r i v e d  h a h a ,  
Sunday, d i r e c t  from Denver."lgl 
"Id. R. F ros t  & Cos. f r e i g h t i n g  t r a i n  from Denver a r r i v e d  
yes te rday  Jan 17. "142 
"From Denver. A. Hanover w i t h  24 wagons, V h .  Hays 10 wag- 
ons, J e s s e  Taylor 10 wagons, Ingram 20 wacons, J. B. Doyle 13 
wagons. A l l  came here  t o  l oad  and r e t u r n O w l 4 3  
Ful ton,  op. c ic . ,  263. 
Nebraska Ci ty  N'ews, J u l y  23, 1859; Peoples F r e s s ,  Apr i l  13 ,  1860. 
--Nebraska C i ty  iGews, Uay 17, 1862. 
ISid.  , ~ ~ 3 2 5 , 1 8 6 2 .  
h ~ i s ~ o r i c z l  Notes," Nebraska H i  s t o r y  Magazine, op. c i t . ,  121. 
--- 
Chrl9hs YeSraskian, 0ctober  27, 1860. 
T z s k a  Ci ty  News, J m u ~ r y  18,  1862. 
'Itbid., J u 3 , = 2 .  
-
Much of t h s  equipment rvas s o l d  near  t h e  p o i n t  of descinacion.  The 
niomons purchased g r e a t  numbers of wagons and c a t t l e .  144 ?fundreds of 
wagons t i l r - t  had cos t  $175 each were s o l d  t o  t h e  hiormon a u t h o r i t i e s  f o r  
$10 a p iece .  The i r o n  of t h e  wagons was used " for  t h e  manufacture of 
11145 n a i l s .  
Many of t h e  oxen became food f o r  t h e  Indian  t r i b e s  or  were so ld  t o  
emigrants ,  "or were transforrned i n t o  r o a s t s  and f i l l e t s  a t  t h e  v a r i o u s  
army pos ts .  1,146 
During t h e  months on t h e  t r a i l  t h e  oxen ':lad no f e e a  but  g r a s s ,  but 
dur ing  t h e  win te r  months t h e  herds t h a t  mere not  disposed 01  i n  some 
way a t  -!she end of t h e  wPs?;ern ,journeys were win tered  i n  val l .eys of t h e  
mountains,  on t h e  p l a i n s ,  o r  were dr iven  i n t o  win te r  q u a r t e r s  where 
they  were fed hay t h a t  had been c u t  i'or t h e  purpose. Several  hundreds 
of c a t t l e  were sometines win tered  i n  Iowa. 147 
There werc ups and downs i n  t h e  f r e i g h t i n g  bus iness  a s  t h e r e  must 
be i n  every bus iness .  For t h e  most p a r t  ?refits were re turned .  Uuch de- 
pended, of course ,  on t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of goods ana t h e  s e l l i n g  of the 
same. This  i s  providing t h e  f r e i g h t e r  awned t h e  merchandise. Most of' t h e  
f r e i g h t e r s  c a r r i e d  only i'or o t h e r s ,  but of ten t imes  t h e  merchants them- 
se lves  wer? t h e i r  own f r e i g h t e r s .  A t  o ther  t imes  t h e  f r e i g h t e r  purchas- 
ed goods a t  an  e a s t e r n  base and hauled them west s e l l i n g  same a t  a p r o f i t  
Greelev. OD. c i t . .  24-25 
. * 
Pe lze r ,  op. c i t . ,  139. 
Sydenham, op. c i t . ,  174; 
301; ~ e b r a m y  News, 
--
; Rolfe ,  
Majors, 
Novembe 
op. c i t . ,  286. 
ope c i t . ,  144; Clarke,  
rTZ;185 9.  
op. c i t . ,  
i f  poss ib l e  a t  t h e  o the r  end of t h e  journey. 148 One example of t h i s  
c l a s s  of f r e i g h t e r  w i l l  s u f f i c e :  
I1 
. . .loaded t h e  wagolls w i th  my orm ln~rchand i  se  f o r  t h e  Den- 
ve r  market....I c losed  out my goods, r e a l i z i n g  a good p r o f i t .  
rhe  t h i r d  day a f t e r  my a r r i v a l ,  having rece ived  something over 
$10,000 i n  Cherry Creek gold d u s t ,  so ldered  up i n  two-~ound 
oys t e r  cans,  r o l l e d  up i n  my b l anke t s  and strapped secu re ly  a t  
 he Sack of my saddle ,  I mounted my rr.ule and s t h r t e d  t o  over- 
t a k e  my t ems . " l49  
The f o r t u n a t e  f r e i s h t e r  was t h e  one who had bought h i s  equipment 
cheaply,  paying from $50 t o  $103 f o r  teams and wagons, and then  s e l l -  
i n g  out when wagons brought $200 t o  $250 each and when mules so ld  from 
$400 t o  $600 a  span, and when oxen so ld  from $150 t o  $200 a  yoke. This  
some of' t h e  f r e i g h t e r s  d id  i n  t h e  win te r  of 1864-1865. But during t h e  
year  1865 f r e i g h t  r a t e s  began t o  go down, p r i c e s  of equipment dropped 
about 40 pe r  cent ,  snd "many p a r t i e s  were completeiy ruined,  ,1150 Big 
p r o f i t s  were made and b ig  l o s s e s  were taken.  M r .  Majorst  f i r m  had 
?refits of t h r e e  hundread thousand d o l l a r s  f o r  t h e  two yea r  per iod  of 
The Utah vmr, s a i d  one m i t e r ,  "made t h e  f o r t u n e s  of t hose  who se- 
cured -;;he government con t r ac t s "  f o r  t h e  f r e i g h t i n g  of' s t o r e s  and pro- 
v i s i o n s  f o r  t h e  army. 152 Charges have been made t h a t  t h e  f r e i g h t e r s  
"cheated the government t o  t h e i r  h e a r t  s  conten t  and amassed f o r t u n e s  
wi th  ease.  tt 153 
148 Clarke,  ope c i t . ,  305; Andreas, op. c i t . ,  11, 1203; Rolf'e, op. 
c i t . ,  2 9 m o n ,  op. c i t . ,  I, 68iT-m. -
149 m f e ,  op. c i t . ,  28- 
150 Hadley, c l t . ,  277. 
151  Majors, . , 141-1420 
152  Bancroft ,  op. c i t  ., 498. 
153 Bentley, op. c i t . ,  45. 
But t h e  f r e i g h t e r s  su f f e red  b i g  l o s s e s  a t  t imes. There were, more- 
over ,  small  l o s s e s  because 02 t h e f t ,  ?or " b u l l  w'nackers" so~netimes so ld  
t h e  merchandise of t h e  t r a i n  t o  ranchmen a long  t h e  rou te ,  or  t hey  might 
empty c a s e s  of S i t t e r s  and b a r r e l s  of whisky r e f i l l i n g  same w i t h  P l a t t e  
154 River :.rater. 
The For t  Kearny Day-book shows how t h e  inspecxion of t h e  govern- 
ment t r a i n s  r e s u l t e d  many t imes  i n  f i n d i n g  l o s s e s  and  damages of goods. 
"Asst. Qr. Mrls.  Off ice  
, For t  Kearny, 
Aug. 18t11, t58. 
T ra in  No. 70, Utah No. 52 - 25 Wagons a r r i v e d  a t  t h i s  o s t  on 
t h e  16 th  I n s t .  The fo l lowing  i s  t h s  endorsement on B A  -- 
Received ?or t  Kearny, N. T. August 1 6 t h  1858 t h e  A r t i c l e s  
Spec i f i ed  i n  t h e  B i l l  of Lading i n  good order  8 cond i t i on  wi th  
t h e  exoept ion of t h i r t y  f o u r  sacks of Flour which a r e  more o r  
l e s s  damaged (probably by having been wet)  and one h a l f  b a r r e l  
of whiskey which does no t  con ta in  but  h a l f  01' t h e  r equ i r ed  quan- 
t i t y  and which a r t i c l e s  w i l l  have t o  be submit ted t o  t h e  Board 
of Survey. 
( s igned)  W. L. Cabel l  
Capt. & A. Q. At. 16 USA 
The above t r a i n  was unloaded he re  and contained 214 Bales Bacon, 
5 T ie rces  Yams, 330 Sacks f l o u r ,  358 Bbls. ?id. Bread, 65 Sacks 
beans, 1 4  Sacks Rice, 21 Sacks Rio Coffee, 5 Sacks Jsva Coffee, 
4 Boxes l e a ,  90 Sacks Sugar, 3 B l s .  B r .  Sugar, 3e Rls Vinegar, 
15  Boxes Candles, 39 Boxes Soap, 1 7  Sacks S a l t ,  4 Bbls Volasses ,  
17 Bbls d r i e d  Apples, 5$ Bbls SPhiskey, 21 Boxes Des. vege tab le s  
Vinegar P Molasses leaking.  "155 
It Fo r t  Kearny, Aug. 18 th ,  1858 
Tra in  No. 71, Utah, No. 53 - 25 Wagons was unloaded a t  t h i s  Fos t  
and B/L was endorced a s  fol lows:  
Received t h e  w i t h i n  goods i n  good o rde r  and cond i t i on  w i t h  
except ion  of  t h e  fo l lowing  a r t i c l e s ,  Viz; 
108 one hundred & e i g h t  Sacks of Flour 
1 one keg of Whiskey 
1 one Sack of Beans 
1 one Barre l  Hd. Bread - damaged 
3 t h r e e  B a r r e l s  Hd. Bread - d e f i c i e n t  
wfiich was i n  bad c o n d i t i ~ n  and which was  presented  t o  a board of 
Survey. See Proceedings of t h e  Board. 
( s igned)  W. L. Cabel l  
C ~ p t  8: A. Q. M. USA n156 
154 Young, op. c i t . ,  51-52; Vfare, op. c i t . ,  141. 
I
155 ~ a ~ - ~ o o m r t  Kea ny, N. T . ,  op. c i t .  
156 I b i d  
" ~ s s t .  Qr.  M r .  Off ice 
Fo r t  Kearny Sept 11 1858 
Tra in  No. 8 1  - Fort  Kearny No. 3 - 25 Wagons a r r i v e d  a t  t h i s  pos t  
today  w i ~ h  contents  a l l  i n  good o rde r  & cond i t i on  except  5  bundles  
Shingles  d e f i c i e n t .  Said t r a i n  contained as v i z ;  700 Sacks of' 
Corn, 116 Kegs Nai l s ,  3  Box Qr. M r .  S t o r e s ,  4  Kegs w h i ~ e  Lead, 1 
Bbl O i l ,  3  Bales  Hair, 300 Bundles sh ing le s .  "157 
Ses ides  t h e  heavy l o s s e s  caused by Indian  depreda t ions ,  which 10s-  
s e s ,  without  doubt ,  amounted t o  many, many thousands of d o l l a r s ,  t h e r e  
were o the r  hesvy l o s s e s  which came i n  va r ious  ways. 
In  1857, t 5 r e e  of Mr. 1Cn.jors' t r a i n s  were captured  by t h e  b!ormons 
and a l l  rrere des t royed  except  f o r  t h e  b e s t  wagon m d  team of each  t r ~ i n  
which t h e  t r a i n  cap ta in  and men were al lowed t o  choose and t o  use f o r  
-their recurn .  "The l o s s  t o  t h e  army was about  f i v e  hundred thousand 
pounds of  Government supp l i e s , "  and it put t h e  army on sho r t  r a t i o n s  
158 
f o r  s e v e r a l  months. 
M r .  Majors' f i r m  suf fered  a c a t t l e  l o s s  of $300,000, i n  1857, be- 
cause of a  severe w in te r  and a l ack  of s u f f i c i e n t  f eed  f o r  t h e  stock i n  
t h e  mountains. The same yea r  one thousand of i t s  oxen were s c a t t e r e d  
from z h e i r  feeding  grounds wesz of Fo r t  Kearny by t h e  Indians;  it was 
a complete l o s s .  'Ihe f i r m ' s  b igges t  d i s a s t e r  came i n  t h e  win te r  of 
1859-1860, when 3,500 s e l e c t  oxen v a l ~ e d  a t  $150,000 were s t a rved  and 
frozen t o  death i n  Ruby Valley,  Nevada, where t h e  herd had been dr iven  
f o r  t h e  win ter .  159 
Writ ing  of t h e  severe  nrinter of 1864, M r .   on^^^ s a i d ,  'biie saw 
many dead c a t t l e  a long t h e  way -- i n  f a c t ,  almost whole t r a i n s  of ca t -  
t l e  f roze  t h a t  winter ."  
157 Ibid.  
158 ~ r ~ , ~ ; ; : ~ ; ~ ~ ~ ~ 1 4 2 - 1 4 3 .  
159 Ibid. ,  
160 F, op. c i t . ,  269. 
Clarke & Brothers ,  f r e i g h t e r s ,  had a number of animals an6  o the r  
properr;y s-colen, by Indians ,  from a t r a i n  on t h e  t r a i l  i n  1865. The 
l o s s  t o t a l e d  $9,547.00. The United S t a t e s  cou r t  o f  c laims,  however, 
se-ct led t h i s  b i l l  i n  f u l l ,  pajring same i n  J u l y  1898. The money f o r  
t h e  payment was taken ,  i t  seems, from Indian  funds. 161 
Late i n  t h e  year  of 1865 a snow storm and a band of' I nd ians  caused 
t h e  l o s s  of every animal of a mule t r a i n  t h a t  had c o r r a l l e d  f o r  t h e  
n i g h t  on t h e  open p r a i r i e .  There was noth ing  f o r  t h e  d r i v e r s  t o  do 
but T O  walk back t o  t h e i r  base  on t h e  r i v e r  and t o  inf'orm t h e  owner 
of the o u t f i t  of t h e  misfortune.  The lo s so f  t h e  mules was es t imated  
a t  $40,000. Because of t h e  condi t ion  of the  roads and t h e  cond i t i on  
of t h e  weather  t h e  wagons, vrhich contained thousands of d o l l a r s  v o r t h  
of goods, ;%?ere l e f t  f o r  many days on t h e  p l a i n s  before  a d i s p o s a l  was 
made of them. 16 2 
Quicksands took i t s  t o l l  occas iona l ly ;  an  e n t i r e  wagon w i t h  a l l  
i t s  f r e i g h t  would s ink  out of s igh t .  I f  t h e  con ten t s  were t h r e e  t o n s  
of f l o u r  t h e  l o s s  amounted t o  approximately $1,200 i n  1865; i f  ca lcu-  
l a t e d  i n  t h e  s e l l i n g  p r i c e  of f l o u r  a t  Denver of t h a t  year ;  f l o u r  s o l d  
t h e r e  " a t  $20 f o r  a bag weighing n ine ty-e ight  pounds. ,163 
~ u c h  has  been m i t t e n  by o'chers of t h e  experiment made t o  move t h e  
b i g  f r e i g h t  wagons by t h e  use of steam. It i s  no t  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  here  
t o  give a lengthy account of' t h a t  experiment; a b r i e f '  mention of' it 
w i l l  ho sufi ' icient.  
161 Clarke,  op. c i t . ,  303-3050 
162 Bentley, op. c i t . ,  48. 
163 Ful ton,  op. c i t . ,  263; B r a t t ,  op. c i t . ,  64-65. 
I n  Ju ly  1862 t h e  ''Steam Wagon" was landed a t  Nebraska City.  I t s  
owner was General J. R. B r m  who had hoped t o  u s e  t h e  engine i n  %he 
ca r ry ing  of f r e i g h t  and passengers  "over ord inary  roads,"  and p lans  
were made t o  e s t a b l i s h  a permanent schedule w i th  tvro o u t f i t s  between 
t;he ti6issouri River and Denver "each Wagon making t h e  round t r i p  i n  two 
weeks." Af'ter a t r i a l  or  two t n e  engine s t a r t e d  west ,  p u l l i n g  " th ree  
road wagons conta in ing  f i v e  t o n s  of f r e i g h t  and t ~ o  c o r d s  of' wood... 
About twelve mi l e s  from t h e  c i t y  one of t h e  c ranks  of t h e  d r i v i n g  
shafc broke." That was t h e  end of t h e  "Steam Wagon. " A marker s tands  
today  near  t h e  spot  where bhe breakdown occurred, 164 
1,Vith t h e  coming of t h e  r a i l r o a d s  t o  t h e  g r e a t  p l a i n s  reg ion  t h e  
days of overland f r e i g h t i n g  were about gone. The long t r a i n s  of t h e  
huge canvass covered wagons were soon t o  disappear;  t h e  long  teams 
of oxen, mules and ho r ses  were soon t o  leave  t h e  yoke and t h e  harness  
of t h e  dus ty  t r a i l s ;  t h e  long whips of t h e  s k i l f u l  "bu l l  whackers" 
were soon t o  c rack  f o r  t h e  l a s t  " p u l l  out." F r e i g h t e r s ,  wagon-masters, 
t e m s c e r s ,  herders ,  messengers, and he lpe r s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  had perform- 
ed t h e i r  d u t i e s  i n  t h e  pioneer  pe r iod  of a g r e a t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  system. 
The c o m e r c e  of t h e  t r a i l s  g m e  p l ace  t o  t h e  commerce of t h e  r a i l s .  
Overland F re igh t ing  i n  t h e  P l a t t e  Valley ceased, ceased from t h e  
bus iness  of t r a f f i c  on t h e  p l a i n s ,  ceased from t h e  winding road of t h e  
open p r a i r i e ,  but  ceased only t o  e x i s t  aga in  on t h e  h i s t o r y  pages of 
zhe land t h a t  gave it l i f e .  
164 Nebraska Ci ty  News, Ju ly  19, 1862; Ibid. ,  Ju ly  26, 1862; Ib id . ,  
August 2 , m n i d . ,  August 30, 1m -
-
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